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INTRODUCTION. 



A FEW of the fruits of the Rev. Mr. Fuller's 
devout thought, in the prosecution of his service in 
the sacred ministry of the Church, are here brought 
together, that they may be permanently treasured by 
those who knew and heard and loved him. It has 
been done at the prompting of affectionate memories, 
as the best monument that could be set in place for 
a preacher and priest who was filled in more than 
common measure with the spirit of his office, and 
who not only spoke but lived as if he constantly 
felt the overshadowing of the wings above the Mercy 
Seat. Some account of the man and of his minis- 
trations is given in an address pronounced at his 
funeral, included in this volume. 

The selection has been made, as the design of 
the publication was formed, by those nearest to the 
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vi Introduction. 



author in the bonds of nature and covenant They 
will be grateful to God if the sermons should be 
prized beyond the circle of personal friendships; and 
such discourses can hardly be read anywhere without 
an increase of spiritual life. 

F, D. HUNTINGTON. 
Syracuse, 

Feast of the Ascensuntj 1873. 
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The Rev. Simon Greenleaf Fuller. 



ADDRESS BY THE RT. REV. P. D. HUNTINGTON, D.D., BISHOP OF 
CENTRAL NEW YORK. PREACHED IN ST. PAUL'S CHURCH, 
SYRACUSE, N. Y., SUNDAY MORNING, NOVSBCBER 24, 1872. 



MEMORIAL ADDRESS. 

I REPEAT to you, my friends, the sentence that came 
first to my mind, out of the Book of Life, after I 
had read the message which pursued and overtook me 
on my journey, Thursday morning, telling me that 
your rector was dead; "Be ye also ready." Only 
two hours before I had passed his house, thinking 
of him as at work there in his strength, and talk- 
ing affectionately of him with a friend at my side. 
The same words, "Be ye also ready," have* returned 
to me repeatedly in this sad interval of amazement 
and conjecture and grief during my absence since. 
They were uttered by the first brother in the min- 
istry to whom I mentioned the mournful news. They 
fell spontaneously from my tongue after I laid my 
hands, the same evening, on a band of confessing 
disciples just taking up their watch and work for 
what was left of their own life. As the Saviour 
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8 Memorial Address. 

spoke them, they seem to have been half command 
and half entreaty — the command imperative and sol- 
emn, the entreaty tender with a tone of pitying con- 
cern — "Be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye 
think not the Son of Man cometh." And they were 
to reach down through all the ages of the Kingdom, 
for each dying generation of the transitory world, for 
the watchmen on the walls falling at their post, for 
the ambassadors sinking as they run, for the proph- 
ets not living forever, and for the people, learning, 
perhaps, a lesson of salvation from the priest's coffin 
which they would not learn from his pulpit. 

There is a natural desire, when a man dies, to 
know something of his biography. But the two chief 
elements in the life of a parish minister, in all coun- 
tries and all periods, are very nearly the same, — 
secluded study and pastoral care. He is a student, 
and he is the under-shepherd of a local flock, though 
he is also all the while exalted as a steward of the 
heavenly Mysteries, and a messenger of the Majesty 
above. In both the characters of his calling — as the 
student and the pastor — his fortunes are not con- 
spicuous, his movements are without celebrity, and 
the limits of his operation are narrow, — the walls of 
a library, the bounds of the parish. It was not dif- 
ferent with our friend. The public incidents in his 
few noiseless but most devoted and well-filled years 
are scarcely memorable. His birth, on September ii, 
1838, was in the town of Andover, in Massachusetts, 
where his father was for several years the rector of 
Christ Church parish, the seat also of a somewhat 
distinguished theological school, and of the Phillips 
Academy. At the latter, the son gained that part 
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of his preparation for college which he did not re- 
ceive almost unconsciously in the household of his 
scholarly parents, drinking in there, from a double 
cup, by daily and delicious draughts, the wine and 
milk of classical knowledge, and a sweet, pure, spir- 
itual faith. Very rarely, I presume, in our modem 
dwellings, is there a truer following of the ancestral 
training of the family of St. Timothy, through grand- 
parents, parents, and child; or a youth modelled more 
beautifully after the pattern of the Apostolic saint him- 
self. The morning promise was on his forehead in 
childhood, — ^the prophetic signal of his future calling, 
his priestly anointing, and his personal consecration. 
As you all know very well, the light of it never 
faded ; it rather gathered a stronger brightness, from 
first to last, till he lies as we see him to-day, with 
his open face toward heaven, reflecting, even in his 
sleep, the glory of its" promises. 

His student days were divided between Cambridge, 
our General Theological Seminary at New York, and 
the Berkeley Divinity School at Middletown, Connec- 
ticut, whither, in 1859, he followed his learned father, 
then taking the chair of Greek exegesis in that sem- 
inary; and whither, if God will, his precious body 
is to be borne to-morrow for burial, to rest there 
till all the bodies of the Lord's saints shall rise. 

Ordained a presbyter by Bishop Williams, in 1862, 
Mr. Fuller began at once the full exercise of his min- 
istry in St. Matthew's Church, Wilton, at the age of 
twenty-four. It was so ordered that, in the ten short 
years of his priesthood, he should hold the cure of 
an unusual number of congregations, — at Wilton and 
at Hartford, Connecticut, at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
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at Birmingham, Connecticut, and at Yonkers-on-the- 
Hudson, before he came, at our urgent solicitation, 
and to our great comfort, to us. None of these 
changes, I believe, was prompted by the people of 
the charge he left. In each instance there seemed 
to be a sufficient cause in the health or welfare of 
his family, or in the conscientiously interpreted calls 
of Providence. In the last removal, which brought 
him here, away from an attached people, I have the 
best means of knowing that he sought direction, with 
childlike simplicity, on his knees, and that his de- 
cision finally rested on a religious conviction as to 
the claims of the Church and the guidance of God's 
Spirit. Your constantly growing affection and univer- 
sal confidence, through twenty-one months of unity 
and peace, have amply justified his coming. 

And now you must let me take you back seven- 
teen years, not only to fill out these loving recol- 
lections, but to indicate to you also, in part, the 
reasons that moved me to Join you so heartily in 
the invitation that brought him. My impressions of 
him began in the chapel of Harvard College, in the 
autumn of 1855. He was entering his sophomore 
studies just as I took the duties of Preacher to the 
University, and the Chair of Christian Morals. In the 
service of daily prayers his class occupied a place not 
far from the reading-desk. Very soon my attention 
was especially drawn to his radiant countenance, emi- 
nent already for its clear and candid intelligence and 
its manly beauty, in an assembly of five hundred 
young men, who, in physical vigor and intellectual 
promise, deserved as well as any to be called the 
flower of the American schools. I remember at this 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Memorial Address. ii 

moment where I marked him sitting — the very 
bench, and the place in it, before I heard him speak, 
or, perhaps, knew his, name — ^and the rare expres- 
sion of his face. There was more in it, even then, 
than fine outlines or comeliness of feature. There 
was the transparency of a soul that had no need 
of hiding anything; there was the scholar's frank, 
steady looking out for Truth, — Truth wherever she 
might be found in books or in men; Truth sought 
for no selfish or sordid end, but for her own sake, 
and for His sake in whose eternal breast she dwells; 
Truth followed and loved, lead where she might, as 
Stillingfleet says, "Not for her dowry, but for her im- 
mortal beauty.'* There was the attractive, social nat- 
ure manifest in glance and smile, which found friends 
wherever it came, because it created friendships irre- 
sistibly by its very presence. There was far more than 
this : there was the silent language of an undoubting 
piety ; there was a reverential looking upward to Him, 
the one personal Lord and adorable Friend, whom 
we came into the sanctuary every day, froni academic 
halls and recitation-rooms, observatories and labor- 
atories, libraries and club-houses, boats and play- 
grounds, to acknowledge as the Fountain-Spirit; from 
whom, as this devout young collegian knew and felt 
— would that all the companions who sat around 
him had, by education or by grace, learned it as 
well ! — ^proceeds all that is strong, and all that is 
beautiful, and all that is true, and all that is vic- 
torious and abiding in scholarship, in humanity, in 
art, in nature, in history, flowing from His infinite 
mind like a river of life. As this singularly hand- 
some youth sat there, no austere pietist or sancti- 
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monious formalist at all, but as genial and playful 
as the most joyous spirit amongst them, yet listen- 
ing eagerly when God's Revelation was read, and 
bowing himself like a believing young Churchman 
when we worshipped, it was easy to expect that he 
would be afterward the man that you and I have 
found him to be. 

I dwell on these outer signals of his early Chris- 
tian manhood, as they attracted and charmed us at 
the time, not for their own sake, but because they 
reported so faithfully the substance, the mould, and 
the coloring of his character. Such as they instinc- 
tively assured us he was he proved to be, in that 
mutual correspondence and fitness, always so satis- 
factory, of the life within to the life we beheld. 

I find here the first general trait in your rector 
that I wish to commemorate. I entertain, for one, a 
specially lively honor toward him for this, that while 
he was preinclined, by birth and position, to set the 
highest valuation on literary culture, he never sur- 
rendered to it one inch of the rightful domain of 
the Christian faith. Under their full fascination he 
yielded all the rightful claims of letters and phi- 
losophy. He grew up in the centre of New Eng- 
land thought. His entire nurturing, till maturity, was 
shaped by institutions and traditions that give the 
brain, not an exclusive title, but probably a dispro- 
portionate relative share among the powers and forces 
of man. The first American university threw its spell 
over his boyish aspirations while he was yet learning 
his Greek grammar, and his maternal grandfather, 
whose name he bore — Simon Greenleaf — was a dis- 
tinguished lecturer and professor in its law depart- 
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ment, though, very happily, as honest a Churchman as 
he was learned in jurisprudence. One of his works 
strikingly illustrated this union, being a critical dis- 
sertation, chiefly translated from a French authority, 
on the illegality of our Saviour's trial and crucifix- 
ion, according to the principles of the Roman courts. 
In fact, I have thought we could see in our friend's 
mental blood the Puritan and the cavalier elements^ 
the sturdy individual belief, and the courtly manners 
and catholic temper — ^mingled in one rich stream; 
only the Roundhead theology had become here, as 
in so many of the later descendants of the Pilgrims, 
a good deal unpuritanized, leaving the veneration for 
historical Christianity, organized religion, and a warm 
and stately ritual, much the more vital ingredient. 
You have seen here among you the venerable fig- • 
ure of his father, as sound a Professor and Doctor 
of Divinity as Mr. Greenleaf was of Law. No doubt 
the son took from him the tastes that made his 
scholarship generally excellent — peculiarly so in the 
Greek — ^in both its classical and Scriptural idioms. 
Here, then, were the choice hereditary materi- 
als of which the best type of man is apt to be 
made. Over our brother's lifeless form we think of 
all these natural advantages, grateful that such a 
specimen of well-born, high-bred and gentle man- 
liness has lived and moved among us, but giving 
humble and hearty thanks especially for this, that 
neither the temptations of a brilliant and popular 
boyhood, nor any secular passion setting in after- 
ward, could trespass in the least on his loyalty to 
the Gospel and the Cross, or scorch, with a touch 
of earthly fire, the simple sweetness of his soul, or 
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drift him away from his meek but brave discipleship 
to Christ. 

In personal intercourse, as prominent a quality as 
any in Mr. Fuller was his genuineness. No duplic- 
ity, no selfish schemes degrading a high vocation, no 
winding, plotting ambition, no conceit of gifts or vanity 
of attainments, no sort of guile, looked out through 
those straightforward eyes and that hearty smile. 
His bearing was an unambiguous assurance of good- 
ness. His conversation was a cheering lesson of 
confidence. We found in his very tones of speech 
and laughter tidings of truthfulness. There was no 
bitterness, no cruelty, no malice, no uncharitable- 
ness ; and if there was anger, his friends — his en- 
emies, if such could be — not only seldom saw it 
springing up, but they could hardly tell in what 
hiding-place, among the ample and serene chambers 
of his nature, it lurked. He acted by impulse where 
many men would act by deliberate reflection ; but his 
impulses were better than many men's deliberations, 
and when they were wrong, nothing could be more 
generous than his confessions, or more fair than his 
retractions. I have known some men as winning, but 
few so winning without a secret consciousness or cal- 
culation ; many men as cultivated, but not many less 
anxious to turn their accomplishments into certificates 
of merit, or purchase-money for position, or a chal- 
lenge to admiration ; here and there a man as re- 
gardless of flattery, but hardly any more manifestly 
superior to what may be called the professional 
weakness of being elated or depressed by the flip- 
pant comment of the hour on public performances. 
He gave me the impression of a minister remark- 
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ably bent on delivering whatever convictions pos- 
sessed him at the time, and reaping his reward 
rather in the satisfaction of an agreement with his 
Master than in compliments or numbers or visible 
successes; a preacher that was considering what he 
ought to speak, rather than what he might be ex- 
pected to speak ; bringing his* message with his ear 
turned toward the oracles where he got his creden- 
tials and commission, rather than to the critics, com- 
petent or incompetent, before him; "believing, and 
therefore speaking," and saying what he believed, 
-whether men would hear or forbear, or hear only 
to be entertained and then forget. His way was 
his own ; yet he was as far as possible from the 
foolish hardihood of wilful singularity, or the cheap 
dash of false independence, which braves public opin- 
ion, and courts a contest. So far as I am aware, he 
never engaged in a controversy, — and that not be- 
cause he was not definite or scrupulous in doctrine, 
but because his temper was pacific, and his habit 
persuasive more than polemical. He thought, I sup- 
pose, that Christ's truth would make its way more 
rapidly, and to a deeper lodgement in the mind, by 
the force of direct presentation, than through the 
agitations of a dispute. 

Since he has been a preacher here, you must have 
observed that his religious meditations have turned 
more than is common on questions pertaining to the 
future fortunes of the Church, and the reappearance 
of the Son of Man as the second Adam of our race. 
These prospective views, with a class of ingenious and 
typical interpretations belonging to them, which are 
apt, I notice, to take an absorbing hold of many 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1 6 Memorial Address. 

minds welcoming them, occupied a larger part of his 
interest than topics of present pressure or passing 
events. When he spoke of modern society, business, 
public changes, missions, or education, it was chiefly 
with regard to this august issue of an impending ca- 
tastrophe and a millennial reconstruction. It gave an 
unworldly tone to his sermons, and, perhaps, sepa- 
rated them a little from the ordinary run of pulpit 
subjects. His preaching, therefore, was more of the 
unseen than the seen. As a man among men, he 
had quick common-sense, keen perceptions, and most 
ready sympathies with the glad side of life. In my 
latest interview with him, he spoke emphatically in 
disgust at the false notions that would bring back a 
by-gone asceticism, and make it a cover for a con- 
cealed sensuousness. But in his more speculative in- 
vestigations, and often in the pulpit, he moved into 
another sphere, less familiar to the popular mind. 
In all this, however, there was a certain spiritual 
power. The thoughtful hearers who followed him 
faithfully felt an elevating influence, the kindling of 
religious sentiment, even where the understanding was 
slightly at fault in tracing the argument. All were 
made better, catching the fervent and holy moods of 
the preacher, or beholding, as through his vision, the 
procession of images and types of heavenly mysteries 
that passed before him. And when he finished, glow- 
ing with the communion of that other world, where 
he seemed so acclimated by anticipation, one could 
hardly help being reminded of the shining counte- 
nance of the prophet coming down from the mount. 
It must have been a very careless or else a very 
coarse listener that would go away taking no im- 
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pulse or strength for holy living from his foresight 
of the glories of the new creation, "wherein dwell- 
eth righteousness," or no new hatred of corrup- 
tion and sin from his vivid protests against the ma- 
terialism and irreverence of the age we are passing 
through. 

Mr. Fuller was something more to you than your 
preacher. He came here with a purpose that was 
much deeper, larger, and of closer concern to you all 
than to deliver fine sermons. Preaching is a great 
office. God ordained it. His Churchly providence, 
all along, since St. Peter began it at Pentecost, has 
honored it. We cannot see how the gift of God in 
Jesus Christ our Lord could have been committed 
effectually to nations or men, how the Gospel would 
have been known, and Christendom widened out over 
the world, without it. But then the office of the' min- 
istry includes the office of the sermonizer, and is not 
included by it. The pulpit is one of the ambassa- 
dor's stations; but if there were no others, he* would 
be like a bird flying with one wing. He would be to 
his whole possible power only what the voice is to 
the manifold capacities in the making up and har- 
mony of man. We should rather say that the min- 
ister of Christ anywhere is to be to the people he 
serves, and to all the community where he lives, as 
nearly as he can, what the Man of Nazareth would 
be, walking, conversing, and ministering in the same 
place. I think this was our friend's conception of 
his calling. If he failed in any measure to fill it 
out, it was not for any lack of intention or reso- 
lution, and nobody would have deplored any such 
shortcoming so sorrowfully as himself. He came here 
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not quite two years ago, with a commanding and 
overmastering desire to be a living messenger of all 
high and holy things from heaven to you. He had a 
longing for this grandest of all success. He wanted 
to help you all, and to help each, one by one, to 
live a Christian life, to believe firmly in the reali- 
ties of an unseen kingdom around and within us, to 
join you in a manifest union of affection, habit, pur- 
pose, with Him from whom all true and blessed life 
comes in this world and in the next. He permitted 
me to know something of his aims, and I dare not 
set them down at any lower mark than this. He 
wanted to do this everywhere, by the whole influence 
going from him; for your families, for the busy men 
in this busy city immersed up to their necks in mate- 
rial affairs; for young men, finding it so fearfully 
easy to slip and sink away from the Rock, to let go 
temperance and purity, and honor and prayer, in de- 
clining grades of hidden and guilty self-indulgence. 
He wanted to do it for the children, that a better 
generation might be growing up, with a godlier esti- 
mate of the worth of property, of the uses of science, 
of the frivolity of fashion and ostentation, and with 
the noble relish of consecrating all we get and all 
we love to God. These were his hopes. You ought 
all of you to know of* them, and to ponder them, 
now that he is gone, however you may have disre- 
garded them before. I am not sure but he would 
have chosen to drop ,down dead just where he did, 
rather than to live on and see these hopes perish in 
dismal disappointments, by your standing spiritually 
still, striking the power out of his hands by your 
dulness of heart, and making no practical answer, 
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by growing righteousness and nobler self-denials, to 
his work. 

The death came. God has either spared him the 
mortification and the distress, or else has lifted him 
up to Paradise, that he might behold his recompense 
gradually coming out in your increasing fruit. The 
work was only begun. So we say, and so we judge ; 
but we see only along the surface, after all, and our 
judgment is made up from partial, fragmentary signs. 
What shall the issue be of this brief but hallowed 
labor; of the pure presence, accredited from on high, 
going in and out before you for these short, irrevoc- 
able weeks; of the pleadings that you have heard 
from his most earnest lips, his intercessions for you 
in secret, his adoring tones in prayer and praise, his 
reverent celebrations of the sacramental mysteries in 
your behalf ? The answer is with you : how it will 
be in your own soul's private estate, how it will 
finally stand in the Book of God's remembrance; 
whether for you this heavenly-minded ministry will 
be a glorious planting and husbandry of immortal 
seed, or a wicked waste, — a ministry of deepening 
death, with no life beyond it. I called him heav- 
enly-minded. It is none of this world's honors when 
a man's nearest neighbors name him with that epi- 
thet ; and so he is named by those that knew him 
best. Would to God that I could so gather up 
the spiritual powers of all that he has wrought and 
spoken, and attempted and yearned after, and left 
unfinished among you, that the older of you might 
go with the peace of a present and conscious sal- 
vation toward your graves, and that, amongst the 
young coming on, a new life, in society, in your 
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houses, in the Church, might, from this day of his 
burial, be begun ! 

On the margin of one of his manuscripts, written 
about a year since, after a strain of unusually ardent 
appeal, there have been found these lines, as if rous- 
ing his own soul to intenser action : 

Louder thy cry, 

To God, to man ! 

And thus fulfil thy trust — 

Soon thou must lie, 
Mouth stopped, breath gone, 
And silent in the dust ! 

In my last interview with your rector, a week ago, 
we spoke of two subjects, — his own bodily health, and 
his relations to you, his people. As I recall what 
passed in that interview, I remember much that now, 
through the shadow that has fallen between, has a 
strange and almost a startling meaning. Some events, 
unforeseen by either of us, had suddenly pressed for- 
ward the alternative of his remaining here and trying 
longer the hazardous experiment of assimilating the 
constitutions of himself and family to the climate, 
which he had from the first considered unfriendly, 
perhaps conquering the difficulty by sheer force of 
endurance, or else, on the other hand, yielding to 
medical judgment and his own apprehensions by with- 
drawing to a different region. What struck me most, 
and what I know you will be thankful to have me 
repeat, was his unaffected assurance of hearty interest 
in you, interest of almost every kind, certainly of the 
best and deepest kind, — interest in your religious prog- 
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ress as a parish, and in your personal coming into 
everlasting life. The two thoughts seemed to be in- 
separably associated in his anxious forecasting of his 
plans, — the preservation of his household on the one 
hand, and your prosperity on the other. What he 
said, in substance, was this : " I may be obliged to go, 
but if I am, it will be for the reason of safety, and 
for no other. I shall go with great reluctance. This 
parish, by its kindness to me and mine, by its own 
character, by its materials and its possibilities, has not 
only taken a firm hold of my affections, but has 
created in me strong convictions as to its position in 
the future. I believe there is that in it which will 
afford a generous return to a devoted tillage to the 
right man, whoever he may be. It has had a worthy 
record in the past, but it will be more and do more 
hereafter than it has been or done yet. It is capable 
of this, and it would be a rich joy to me to stay 
here and endeavor, at least, to realize this expecta- 
tion. May God show me what I ought to do, when 
the moment of decision shall come ! " 

It came, only four days after, in a way far other- 
wise than any I dreamed of then; but the decision 
was not his or mine or yours. It was reached in his 
study, but by no act of his active mind, though I am 
confident his will would not have raised a breath to 
resist the incomprehensible Will that called him. It 
was made for him, finally and wonderfully, by a Per- 
fect Disposer, whose fatherly appointments he had 
always accepted with cheerful trust. It was given 
him in the swift signal of his own hand trembling and 
failing at its task; in his smitten frame, falling under 
the finger of one of the merciful angels of his Father, 
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there in the midst of his house, where, nevertheless, 
wife or kindred had not time to hold or kiss him 
while he died, — the dropping pillar and stay of a 
home where all became instant desolation around him. 
But I change the image, for the change that came to 
him was less a decline than a translation. At one 
quick, triumphant step, he passed over from the dim 
half-light of the cloudy autumnal morning into the 
Day that our eyes have not seen. The messenger 
must have touched him, you and I would have said, 
in a scene like that, seeing the mourning that must 
weep and cry about his body, with a wondering 
obedience and an averted face; but doubtless the 
herald comprehended the mystery of that fathomless 
love which, always gives God's beloved their sleep ; 
and knew that he was only leading him out of a nar- 
rower into a wider place, from a thicker into a purer 
and finer air, toward the infinite Peace, the House- 
hold from which they never go out. As it has been 
written of one not very unlike him : 

The great intelligences fair 

That range above our mortal state, 

In circle round the blessed gate 
Receive and give him welcome there ; 

And lead him through the blissful climes. 
And show him in the fountain fresh 
All knowledge that the sons of flesh 

Shall gather in the cycled times. 

Last Sunday morning, standing here, our friend 
preached to you of the believer's allegiance and love 
to Jesus Christ alone, from the miracle of the Trans- 
figuration: "And suddenly, when they had looked 
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round about, they saw no man among them save Jesus 
only with themselves." In the evening, at his final 
utterance to you, his theme was the characteristically 
Catholic one, the universality of the grace of redemp- 
tion, Christ's chosen ones being drawn to Him not 
that the rest of God's children might be helplessly re- 
jected, but that through the faithful the heavenly 
compassion might be the more widely spread. These, 
however, I am told, were not the latest compositions 
of his mind. The text of the last discourse he 
actually wrote was this significant one from St. Paul 
to the Philippians: "We look for the Saviour, who 
shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned 
like unto His own glorious body, according to the 
working whereby He is able to subdue all things unto 
Himself." He ended with words that he might have 
sought out from all the compass of the Scriptures, if 
he had foreknown that he should speak to you, and 
that you should see his face no more. "When the 
King shall come, with the full number of His elect," 
he said, "a power shall at last be introduced into 
human progress, for which we now look in vain. The 
tabernacle of God shall then be with men, and they 
shall be His people. And God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes, and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain, for the former things shall have 
passed away. Wherefore, comfort one another with 
these words." 

This was the conclusion. Here his voice ceased. 
Where else, in the range of inspiration, or the range 
of mortal thought, could it have found a more fitting 
rest? If we could send ours over to-day to him, 
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across that mysterious Valley of the Unknown which 
has opened between us, we might cry to him, or sing : 

« Go to the grave in all thy glorious prime, 
In full activity of zeal and power ; 
A Christian c .mnot die before his time ; 
The Lord*s appointment is the servant's hour. 

" Go to the grave ; at noon from labor cease ; 

Rest on thy sheaves, thy harvest work is done ; 
Come from the heat of battle, and in peace, 
Soldier, go home : with thee the field is won. 

" Go to the grave, for there thy Saviour lay. 
In death's embraces, ere He rose on high ; 
And all the ransomed by that narrow way 
Pass to eternal life beyond the sky. 

** Go to the grave ; then take thy seat above ; 
Be thy pure spirit present with the Lord, 
Where thou for faith and hope hast perfect love. 
And open vision for the written word." 

" Right dear in the sight of the Lord is the death 
of His saints." 
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I. . 

THE MIND OF CHRIST. 

LET THIS MIND BE IN YOU, WHICH WAS ALSO IN 

CHRIST JESUS. — PhilippianSj ii. 5. 

THE eternally-begotten Son of God, equal 
with God, by whom and for whom 
all things were created, whom the highest 
of seraphs in the presence of God adored, 
took our nature upon Him, and was made 
in the likeness of men. In our nature sub- 
ject — ^as it was subject — to all the infirmities 
of the fall. He offered to God the sacri- 
fice of a perfectly spotless life. He came to 
do God's will; and it was the will of 
God that His creature, man, should be holy. 

That will had been resisted at the fall of 

2 
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Adam, since Adam trusted in his own 
strength, and not in the grace and strength 
of God. 

The Son of God was also manifested, that 
He might destroy the works of the devil. 
The works of the devil had been to resist 
the eternal purpose of God to reveal Him- 
self in the nature of man. So the Son 
of God voluntarily assumed the whole na- 
ture of man, as He found it, in its lost 
and ruined estate. He became then as of 
us; in all points tempted like as we are, 
yet without sin. And although we cannot 
for a moment contemplate the possibility of 
His yielding to temptation — since He was 
the Son of God, taking our nature not by 
natural generation, but by voluntary assump- 
tion — ^yet it pleased Him so entirely to as- 
sume our nature, that He assumed with it 
the conditions through which alone a man 
could be holy. He had, then, besides His 
Divine will, that prompted Him to redeem 
a fallen race, at the same time the will of 
the creature ; thus comprehending in His 
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one Person two wills, — the Divine and the 
human. The human will was not opposed 
to the Divine will, yet it was subject to 
the Divine will only by complying with the 
condition of such subjection, — faith in God 
alone as the sole fountain of all goodness. 
He was a Man of faith and prayer, Utterly 
relinquishing trust in the creature, entirely 
resting upon God. He was the holy Man 
when bound in the limits of our flesh, be- 
cause He thus trusted, and was therefore 
filled with the Holy Ghost. 

Yet He came not alone to be holy Him- 
self, but that we, His brethren, might be 
holy also. We rested under the curse of 
God. "The soul that sinneth, it shall die," 
was the eternal decree of unchangeable jus- 
tice. So He, the holy Man, offered Himself 
without spot unto God, and gave up the 
human nature as it was in Him, to be re- 
jected and accursed of the Father. He suf- 
fered the death of the cross, as it is writ- 
ten, "Cursed is every one that hangeth on 
the tree." He became a sin-offering, and 
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was cast without the camp^ as unfit even 
to die in the holy city; this not for 
His own sins — for He was without sin — 
but for His voluntary assumption of our 
nature with all its accumulated guilt Very 
wonderful in this connection was the word 
that came from His own mouth, "Father, 
if Thou be willing, remove this cup from 
Me: nevertheless not My will, but Thine, be 
done;" and very wonderful, too, the answer 
which He received to that prayer. It came 
not as a voice from heaven, such as greeted 
Him at His baptism, nor, as a few days 
before, when He prayed that the Father 
would glorify His own name, and the peo- 
ple said that it thundered; not thus, but 
in the ministering of an angel that appeared 
from heaven to strengthen Him, As His 
human will had been endued always with 
power from on high to offer in the flesh 
a life of holiness, so now was it strength- 
ened to endure the curse, and to suffer, 
the Sinless for sinners, the Just for the un- 
just. We behold in this, awful trial how 
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entirely He became as one of us, and how 
He offered Himself willingly to receive as 
our substitute — as one who had taken 
upon Himself all our ruin — ^the curse of 
rejection. We see how in Him the crea- 
ture that had rebelled against God was by 
Him willingly sacrificed to endure that crea- 
ture's penalty. He would not be saved 
Himself; He would perish as the creature 
whom God abhorred for its sin. 

Yet, offering up prayer and supplications 
with strong crying and tears. He was heard 
in that He feared. He was not left in 
death, but God raised Him from the dead. 
He became then the seed of a new human- 
ity, — a humanity having suffered its penalty, 
and having been raised from its ruin to 
glory. These are marvellous facts, yet they 
are Scriptural and Catholic truth. 

And now we have arrived at the link 
which brings us from the meditation on our 
Lord to the consideration of ourselves. We 
are made, through the ordinance of baptism, 
by the power of the Holy Ghost, members 
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of Him, the second Adam, in like manner 
as through the ordinance of parents, by 
the Creating Spirit, we are made members 
of the first Adam. So we are baptized 
into His death. The curse is removed, — 
left in His cold tomb. But we are made 
members of Him, not alone that we may 
be pardoned, but that we may follow Him, 
obey as He did, carry on the continuous 
work of God, fill up the measure of His 
sufferings, and finally be like Him, and 
reign with Him in His kingdom. Behold, 
then, our relations to Him. He was the 
Son of God by essence and eternal gen- 
eration. We are made sons of God by 
grace and adoption, members of Him 
through the Holy Spirit. The Holy Ghost 
proceeded upon Him in His conception, 
and abode with Him forever, immediately 
and directly from God. The Holy Ghost 
proceeds upon us, and abides upon us, not 
directly, but through Him as a mediator, by 
virtue of our union with Him. 

From this there can be but one conclu- 
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sion, and it is the conclusion plainly drawn 
in Scripture, and urged upon all who are 
united with Christ. As, by the direct power 
of the Holy Ghost, He was able, while 
in our flesh, to offer unto God a holy life, 
so, by the same Holy Ghost received by 
us through. Him, we in this flesh can be 
holy. We can thus obey God, continue 
God's work on earth, suffer for Christ's 
sake, and, through sufferings and resisted 
temptations, be made meet to reign with 
Him, — all this as truly through our union 
with Him as through that union the curse 
that He suffered in our stead, from us 
forever is removed. 

This brief consideration, brethren, of the 
human nature and work in the flesh of 
our blessed Lord, and of our covenant re- 
lations with Him, places the exhortation of 
the Apostle on ground so high that we can- 
not disregard it. Hereunto are we called, 
to be like Him even now. Saith another 
Apostle, "As He is, so are we in this 
world." One with Him, there is no further 
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condemnation for us. One with Him, we 
have His intellect and heart and will. 
One with Him, we present our bodies as 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is our reasonable service. 

And now, beloved, with the whole sub- 
ject before you, endeavor to hold in your 
minds its chief features, as we turn to some 
of its practical bearings. 

First, then, we find here shattered the 
dream that is often indulged by careless 
and self-indulgent Christians, — that they may 
continue in sin that grace may abound. It 
is a mighty, a wide-spread, and a dearly- 
loved delusion, giving to those who watch 
for souls more anxiety than almost any other 
error, that, provided a man believes that 
Christ died for our sins, he may sin as his 
heart lusteth. I see professing Christians 
hating one another, despising lawful author- 
ity, giving way to unclean appetites, ab- 
sorbed in selfish plans of life, perchance 
even defrauding and oppressing their breth- 
ren; and what is their defence? Shall I 
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utter it in all its naked profanity, and tell 
you that they dare to say that, no matter 
what their lives may be, they will certainly 
be saved through the atoning merits of 
Christ? Perhaps they do not make openly 
this defence; is it not the secret answer 
to their own conscience? Yes, it is thought 
— and it is a mighty fraud, worthy of classi- 
fication with the masterpieces of the Evil 
One — ^that we may continue in sin that grace 
may abound; that, for example, a man may 
to-day commit a sin of impurity, in the full 
consciousness of its enormjty, with the delib- 
erate intention of to-morrow betaking him- 
self to the blood of Christ, — and that such 
a man is safe. Now, with the hope that I 
may be able to remove so soul-destroying a 
delusion, I have spread before you, in briet 
oudine, the whole work of. Christ, and the 
character of our calling in Him. And you 
will notice, that as a whole Christ He must 
be received, or as a whole Christ rejected. 
The union with Him that removes the curse, 
brings the power of holiness. The union 
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that brings the power of holiness, removes 
the curse. Together they stand or fall. 
Any apprehension of the Atoning Sacrifice 
that soothes an unclean conscience, and that 
does not generate a loathing of the sin 
atoned for and a longing for the posses- 
sion of the holiness that was purchased at 
so great a cost, is a distorted and a false 
apprehension. Nay, be not deceived. They 
that are Christ's, have crucified the old man 
with the affections and the lusts. They have 
the mind of Christ. How shall we who 
are dead to sin, live any longer therein ? 
The power that worketh in us is the power 
to make us like unto Christ; and when 
that power is resisted, the blood of the cov- 
enant is counted an unholy thing. And yet 
further. We do know, from the sayings of 
our Lord, and from the flame-pictures hung 
out, so kindly revealing the decisions of the 
Judgment Day, that it is not a fallen world 
that is to be cast into hell; it is a re- 
deemed world, refusing to be made holy 
through the work of its Redeemer. 
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And, secondly, not only are we thus warned 
against remaining in wilful sin, but we are 
urged to aim at the full possession of holiness, 
and to be as Christ in this world. Oh, my 
beloved, as one deeply conscious of great 
remissness in this aim would confess to 
another, so let me declare my deep con- 
viction that we are not high enough in our 
aspirations for holiness. It is well to know 
that for all sin there may be pardon, and 
that for the infirmities of the fallen flesh — 
when one is engaged in conscious warfare 
against the fallen flesh, and is daily morti- 
fying, through the power of God, the evil 
and corrupt affections — there is cleansing in 
the Atoning Blood. But we go about heavy- 
laden, seeking and hoping for salvation, when 
we ought rather to be free, seated with Jesus 
in heavenly places, standing as God's chil- 
dren upon God's earth. We go about 
heavily, wearily, disconsolately, all but hope- 
lessly, dragging around, year after year, the 
same besetting sins, when from their do- 
minion we ought long ago to have been 
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free. I read in the Scriptures rich promises 
of grace to those who seek it, enabling 
the member of Christ to be as the Head. 
I read in the Christian past the lives of 
those who, through this grace, became thus 
transformed; and, though at the beginning 
of their course as hopelessly bad as any 
of us, were here saints of God, and thus 
shed His light through many dark comers 
of the earth. And I must to-day press the 
question, — Is there any reason why we 
should not all be the same? Can one mem- 
ber of Christ's body have his mind, and 
cannot another? And is not the fault ours 
that we are not holier? Have we not in- 
deed .resisted the Spirit, and grieved the 
Spirit, and neglected communion with God, 
and neglected or profaned His sacraments, 
and neglected to study His revealed Will? 

Thirdly, by these considerations we are 
are enabled to test ourselves, and to see 
whether we have the mind of Christ 

He was subordinate to His Father, though 
He was the equal of His Father; as St 
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Paul saith, "He thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God." We have equals. 
All our brethren in Christ are our equals. 
Yet in the family and State and Church 
all are called to some subordination. The 
spirit of the age is lawlessness, and the 
vice now decorated with popular jewels is 
contempt of all authority. To despise a 
father or a magistrate or a bishop, and to 
join in uprooting on every hand all ordi- 
nances of rule, is popular and of good re- 
port. In such an hour, we may well apply 
to ourselves the test of the mind of Christ 
Are we His willing subordinates, and do 
we show it in this evil day? So, too. He 
emptied Himself. 

Yet, in the world, the leading principle 
of dealing between man and man is self- 
ishness. Have we in this the mind of Christ, 
or the mind of the wicked world? Can 
we respond with a clean conscience to the 
searching words of the Apostle, just pre- 
ceding the text: "Let nothing be done 
through strife or vainglory; but in lowli- 
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ness of mind let each esteem other better 
than himself. Look not every man on his 
own things, but every man also on the 
things of others?" 

Still further: He trusted not in human 
nature, but in God, as the source of all 
holiness. Here, again, have we His mind? 
Do we believe that humanity is sound at its 
core, and that, unaided, it can offer holiness 
to God ? Or have we given up all confidence 
in the flesh, and do we rest, for all growth in 
goodness, upon the power of the Holy Ghost ? 

Once more: We see Him enduring the 
cross for the joy that was set before Him. 
That joy was the resurrection, and the ex- 
altation of the creature, crucified and out- 
cast Have we this joy, and are we en- 
during the consequent crosses, the certain 
opposition, perchance the bitter enmity of 
the world? Is our joy the coming resur- 
rection, and do we look forward to that 
as the door of hope for the suffering crea- 
tion, or is our joy the progress of mate- 
rial and godless civilization? 
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And, last of all, He vicariously submitted 
to the curse resting upon the sinner. That 
offering we cannot touch. The spotless 
Lamb of God could alone be this sacrifice. 
Yet, one with Him, in this also we are to 
have His mind. 

And how do we regard sinful man, nay, 
our very selves, if out of Christ? Do we 
look upon sin as mere disorder or sick- 
ness, or, perchance vileness and degradation ? 
Do we — ^yes, do we — ^look upon it, and the 
sinner, as accursed of God? Have we any 
dream of a crown without the cross, of 
exaltation of our humanity, with eternal 
Justice unsatisfied? Or have we so far en- 
tered into the mind of our suffering Sav- 
iour as to see that this cup cannot pass 
from Him, for He is in our stead? Do 
we realize, in some measure, the awful sig- 
nificance of the death of the cross ? And 
do we submit to this unfolding of the stu- 
pendous magnitude of human guilt? 

Beloved, we are now about to receive 
the blessed Sacrament of the body and 
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blood of Christ. By the power of the 
Holy Ghost, Christ Jesus wUl be with us, 
and in us. By the Holy Ghost we eat 
His flesh and drink His blood, and thus 
receive His mind. 

"Let this mind be in you which was 
also in Christ Jesus." Expect, through the 
appointed means, these words to be ful- 
filled in you, and they shall be fulfilled. 
In your measure you shall be like Him, 
in His humility and self-sacrifice and faith 
in God and obedience to the Divine will. 
Thus having His mind here, you shall be 
partakers of His never-ending glory, which, 
in the day of His appearing. He will be- 
stow upon those who, in the day of their 
probation, allowed His Spirit to work His 
perfect work in them. 
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II. 

THE MINISTRY OF CHRIST. 

AND SUDDENLY, WHEN THEY HAD LOOKED ROUND 
ABOUT, THEY SAW NO MAN ANY MORE, SAVE JESUS 
ONLY WITH THEMSELVES. — St Marky ix. 8. 

BEFORE we can apprehend the signifi- 
cance of this sudden disappearance 
of Moses and Elijah from the Mount of 
Transfiguration, we must ponder, for a mo- 
ment, the meaning of their presence. 

Six days had elapsed since Peter had 
recognized and confessed Jesus as the 
Christ, the Son of the living God; a con- 
fession that was followed by the revelation 
of the approaching humiliation and death. 
When Jesus told His disciples that He 
must suffer and be set at naught, Peter 
rebuked Him. The Lord's severe reply, 
" Get thee hence, Satan ! " and His subse- 
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quent comforting promise to the disciples, 
who were filled with grief on account of 
the approaching passion, that some of them 
should not taste of death until they should 
see the Son of Man coming in His king- 
dom, are familiar circumstances to you, and 
I need not linger upon them here. 

"And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, 
James, and John his brother, and bringeth 
them up into a high mountain apart, and 
was transfigured before them." These three 
disciples realized the promise, and were 
permitted for a brief season to gaze upon 
the glory in which Christ now dwells, and 
in which He shall appear at His coming. 
For six days they had borne about the 
revelation concerning the Cross. But on 
the seventh day came the tra,nsfiguration, 
the vision of the coming glory, — ^the sight 
of the Son of Man coming in His kingdom. 
This was the foregleam and prophecy 
of the Sabbath remaining unto the people 
of God. The Cross is not forever to be 
borne. Six ages of suffering with Christ 
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there may be; but there is a seventh age 
to come, when the Lord shall appear with 
His transfigured saints to take the king- 
dom. 

"And there appeared unto them Elias 
with Moses: and they were talking with 
Jesus/* St Luke adds that they were talk- 
ing of His decease, which He was about to 
accomplish at Jerusalem. 

Here, then, is a prophecy of the Lord's 
exaltation. And with Him are Moses and 
Elias. Who were these men? 

First, then, they were ministers of Crod. 
To Moses, God had said, "I have sent 
thee." He was the sent one or Apostle, 
— a type, therefore, not only of the true 
Apostle Jesus Christ, but of those also to 
whom Jesus said, "As My Father hath 
sent Me, even so send I you." Elijah was 
a minister of repentance. He came to 
God's covenant people to preach repent- 
ance, and to restore all things. He was 
the type, not alone of John the Baptist, 
but of all, in every age, and especially of 
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those in the closing hours of this age, who 
call upon the wandering flock of God to 
repent and do the first works. 

Behold the reward of fidelity, — ^participa- 
tion in the exaltation of the Lord, and in 
the glory of His kingdom. From a mere 
human stand-point, there is no heavier bur- 
den that can be laid upon men, than the 
faithful exercise of the apostolic ministry, 
or of this ministry of repentance. Indeed, 
it seems now, as ever, true that the 
honor and praise of men, and even their 
good will, can be secured only at the 
cost of some unfaithfulness, greater or 
less, as the unbelief or superstition or 
selfish will of man is greater or less. 
Some Divine truth must be obscured, some 
Divine ordinance neglected, some Divine 
command ignored, or some sin that is pres- 
endy popular must be quietly acquiesced in. 
May we all have the lesson of the trans- 
figuration scene ever before us, so that 
we may be faithful, and willing to be the 
offscouring of the world, for the sake of 
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fidelity to the truth and ordinances of 
the Lord. Those who have not consid- 
ered the subject, know little of the perils 
that surround a minister of Christ; and 
the shrinking from the reproach and suf- 
fering that come with entire fidelity, is one 
of the chief dangers. This scene upon the 
mount may well recall us all to more per- 
fect loyalty. "Be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee a crown of life." 
"Ye shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel." These words 
are addressed to faithful servants. Such 
only, in the regeneration, •shall be mani- 
fested as kings and priests of God, and 
of Christ. 

But Moses and Elijah were also saints 
of God, who had lived on the earth, and 
departed in His faith and fear. Of Moses 
it is written that the Lord "buried him;" 
"but no man knoweth of his sepulchre." 
Of Elijah it is recorded that He went 
up by a whirlwind into heaven. 

Thus these two men stand as types 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



46 The Ministry of Christ. 

of all whom Jesus will bring with Him 
at His coming. Of these, many are fallen 
asleep, and the burying-place of but very 
few is known. But as Jesus died and 
rose again, even so them also which sleep 
in Jesus will God bring with Him, from 
their hidden sepulchres in land and sea. 
Yet, also, anotlier company shall appear 
with Him, — a company the antitype of 
Elijah. We which are alive and remain, 
shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and 
so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

And now, beloved, thus understanding the 
meaning of the presence of Moses and 
Elijah on the Mount of Transfiguration, 
we shall see in their sudden departure, 
leaving Jesus only in the sight of the as- 
tonished disciples, direct and thrilling teach- 
ing. 

First, with regard to the ministries that 
God hath appointed. We are reminded 
by this narrative of their true position and 
true blessedness. Ministers calling men 
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from sin, and directing them to the higher 
life, and pointing to the means of perfec- 
tion, and exercising faithful stewardship of 
God's mysteries, are unquestionably among 
the very highest of all blessings given and 
received in this world. The value of their 
services is an infinite value, impossible to 
measure by any compensation, — ^truth that 
is eternal, life that is divine, peace that 
passeth understanding, joy that no man 
taketh away, the aim and result of their 
operations. Yet we should contemplate all 
ministries as truly the visible tokens and 
pledges of the invisible ministry of the one 
true Minister, Jesus Christ. He is the one 
accepted Man, the one predestined Man 
in whom it hath pleased the Father that 
all fulness should dwell, — the fulness of 
the Godhead bodily, the fulness of God's 
glory, the fulness of God's power, the 
fulness of God's grace. 

So, wherever God's glory, power, and 
grace are seen in men and through men. 
He is the only root and source of all such 
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manifestations. He is the source of all 
holiness, imparting by the Spirit His risen 
Life. He is the source of all worship, 
the one Mediator between God and man, 
by whom and through whom prayers, inter- 
cessions, and giving of thanks for all men 
are made, — the Angel of the apocalyptic 
vision, with the golden censer and much 
incense, offering the prayers of all saints 
upon the golden altar before the throne, — 
the High-priest whose crying and tears in 
the days of His flesh were heard in that 
He feared, who ever liveth to make inter- 
cession for us; who is in the midst of 
two or three gathered together in His 
name, — the One accepted worshipper, we 
worshipping by Him, and He for us and 
with us. So, also. He is the source of all 
ministry, every function therepf being ex- 
ercised, not independently, but as an em- 
bassage for Him. He is the Shepherd and 
Bishop of our souls, the Priest abiding con- 
tinually, the Deacon who came to serve. 
Every function is His. H^ is the alone 
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Baptizer, the alone Absolver. His are the 
Eucharists, the Confirmations, the Benedic- 
tions. He is the Apostle and High-priest 
of our profession, all spiritual rule spring- 
ing from Him. He is the Prophet, every dec- 
laration of the will of God coming through 
Him. He is the Evangelist, the One Spir- 
itual Educator and Enlightener of the race. 
He is the Pastor, the One administering 
rebuke, the One directing in every trial 
and perplexity, the One restoring the peni- 
tent soul to the privileges of the covenant, 
the One binding up the broken-hearted. 
Moses and Elijah vanish. Men disappear. 
Jesus only is seen — seen by the eye of 
faith — the One Minister of God. 

This is the true view of all ministries, and 
it wards off two opposite errors with regard 
to those who, because used by Christ as 
visible instruments of His invisible opera- 
tions, are called Christian ministers. The 
first error is too low an estimate of their 
functions. They are the functions of the 
Son of God for the perfecting of His 
3 
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saints. The other error is too high an es- 
timate of their persons. Who, then, is Paul, 
and who, then, is ApoUos, but ministers by 
whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave 
to every man? Their natural gifts are 
nothing, save as used by Him. Their spir- 
itual gifts are from Him who led captivity 
captive, and received gifts for men. No 
amount of apparent success can warrant any 
veneration of them as independent sources 
of blessing. A whole continent may turn 
to God through the preaching of one man. 
Yet not he, but Christ working in him, ac- 
complishes the result. So, then, on the one 
hand, we will joyfully accept every ministe- 
rial blessing as from Jesus, though coming 
through the weakest of earthen vessels, and 
with no enticing words; and, on the other 
hand, we will avoid lifting the person of 
any minister, living or departed, into such 
a position as to obscure the person of 
Jesus. This is by no means an indifferent 
principle. Indeed, it lies at the foundation 
of the full reception of ministerial blessings. 
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But there is another lesson taught even 
more plainly by this scene on the mount, — 
a lesson full of hope and encouragement, 
sorely needed in these days of trial. Mo- 
ses failed to bring the people of God to 
the promised land, Elijah failed to bring 
them to repentance. So, when the disciples 
saw the foregleam of the kingdom of God 
come with power, Moses and Elijah were 
present for a moment, as if to show that 
even the seeming failures of God's servants 
contribute to the final glory; yet they van- 
ish to show that the triumph is through 
Jesus only. 

How full of precious hope is this thought! 
We think of the final triumph. Does it 
seem near, or even approaching? 

First of all, the Church must be per- 
fected. Does she seem to be on the 
road to perfection? Rome boasts her mil- 
lions of the worshippers of the Virgin. 
Protestantism has its sects almost innumer- 
able. A dense and horrid heathenism dif- 
fuses itself in the population of every city. 
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All efforts seem to fail, and the history of 
all such efforts, for the last sixteen hun- 
dred years, seems to be only the history 
of a succession of frustrations and defeats. 
Yet the Church is Christ's body. He hath 
loved it with an everlasting love, and given 
Himself for it, that He might sanctify it, 
and cleanse it, and present it to Himself a 
glorious Church not having spot or wrinkle, 
or any such thing. We dwell not, then, on 
seeming failures, but on His own glory. 
The resurrection of the Church's Head and 
Lord is the pledge that He shall see of 
the travail of His soul and be satisfied. 
It may not be through any agency of 
which we dream. He may "arise to judge 
His people, and repent Himself for His 
servants, when He seeth their power is 
gone." He may, as it were, bring up His 
reserves, and turn the tide of battle exactly 
when the day seems lost. But we think 
less of the means than of the certain end. 
Failure may seem to meet every struggle. 
But He will rebuild His cast-down altar. 
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drive out from His house every defilement 
of superstition, will-worship, and infidelity, re- 
cover His people from their distractions, and 
perfect His Church. We toil on all night, 
and catch nothing. We fight on uncertain 
battle-fields, and seem to be driven back 
in defeat Yet He triumphed, and will tri- 
umph again; and, while every faithful work 
done in His Name and for this end will 
be manifested at the last, to receive His 
commendation as a means used by Him in 
bringing forth the great result, yet the vic- 
tory will be His, the glory His, the praise 
His. 

Then, in His revealed purpose, next to the 
perfection of the Church, comes the entire 
submission of all nations to Him, — an event 
seemingly fiirther removed from our longing 
eyes than at the beginning. Contemplate 
all those places on the earth in which 
God's candlestick was lighted first; Jerusa- 
lem and Antioch, and Corinth and Rome. 
Think of the seven Churches of Asia, 
which, in the time of St. John, were central 
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and metropolitan to all the rest Consider 
the patriarchates that succeeded, and the 
sees of those bishops who attended the 
Council of Nice. How the heart aches 
when reflecting upon their present condi- 
tion of horrible corruption or decay or 
death! 

But press still further, and behold a darker 
picture. See the many countries where the 
banner of the Cross was once triumphantly 
displayed, and where now the Crescent is 
the victorious symbol. Think of Africa with 
its millions, China with its millions, Japan 
with its millions, — all worshipping false gods,^ 
and this after centuries of toil! 

What is the hope that all men shall be 
brought to say amen to God's decree, and 
that unto Jesus every knee shall bow? 
We are commanded to work for this end. 
We have failed hitherto. Shall we always 
fail? Let us turn away from the failures, 
and see Jesus only. Who is He? The 
Heir of all things ; the King of the ut- 
termost parts of the earth; the Mighty 
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Victor over every spiritual foe. Not a 
prayer, not an offering, not a spoken word, 
not a sacrificed life is in vain. He is the 
Victor, and He uses our obedient service 
according to His secret will. And though 
from the mockers' pit may come revilings 
at the hopeless struggle; though from our 
feiithless hearts may come the murmurs of 
despondency, and the suggestions of discon- 
tinuing the conflict, — ^yet we see Jesus only, 
and know that so surely as the Son of 
God created all things, and hath become 
incarnate for the redemption of all, and 
hath risen triumphant over the extreme 
onset of hell, so surely must the day come 
when "all nations shall call Him blessed;'* 
and when they that sow and they that reap 
shall rejoice together in the victory that He 
himself hath gotten with His own right 
hand and holy arm, and when His tried 
servants, faithful through all these ages of 
defeat, shall reflect from their own crowned 
heads the lustre of His peerless diadem. 
Faint not, therefore, in toil for Christ's 
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own work. Pray eamesdy for that which 
is the travail of Jesus' soul. Be not slack 
in offering your substance for this, though 
men may scoff and shake their heads, and 
laugh in derision, as if your money were 
thrown into the sea of romantic specula- 
tion. Be content even to offer your lives 
for this, though now men may call them 
wasted. 

See the Victor on the mount. See in 
His transfigured glory the kingdom of God 
coming with power. Nothing done in His 
Name for the amelioration and development 
of the race can be in vain. He gathers 
up all in His own sublime person. Every 
service, every ministry, every product of 
human intelligence and human skill, every 
achievement of consecrated art, every in- 
vention of genius, every discovery of sci- 
ence, every widow's mite, every devoted 
life, — all in Him can win a lasting triumph, 
and be in His hand the contributions to 
the wealth and splendor of His eternal 
rule of righteousness, equity, and peace. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



III. 

THE DEATH OF CHRIST. 

ALL THINGS THAT ARE WRITTEN BY THE PROPH- 
ETS CONCERNING THE SON OF MAN SHALL BE ACCOM- 
PLISHED. FOR HE SHALL BE DELIVERED UNTO THE 
GENTILES, AND SHALL BE MOCKED, AND SPITEFULLY 
ENTREATED, AND SPITTED ON: AND THEY SHALL 
SCOURGE HIM, AND PUT HIM TO DEATH: AND THE 
THIRD DAY HE SHALL RISE AGAIN. — St Luke^ xviii. 
30-33. 

THE title, Son of Man, which our Lord 
applied to Himself in this marvel- 
lous disclosure of His approaching death, 
was a title which, to the mind of the de- 
vout Jew, involved the Messiahship most 
clearly and unmistakably. In the vision 
of Daniel, One like unto the Son of Man 
had come with the clouds of heaven, and 
there was given Him dominion and glory, 
and a kingdom, — a kingdom of a Prince; a 
3* 
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kingdom that should devour and break in 
pieces all other kingdoms; a kingdom of a 
Man, indeed, but of One coming in the 
clouds of heaven. With the Jewish people, 
then galled by the oppressive weight of 
the yoke fastened upon them by the fourth 
empire, the Roman power, and longing for 
a deliverance from a national servitude of- 
fensive to every pious instinct, there was 
no more popular official title of the Mes- 
siah who should come from heaven and 
crush the hated foreigner, than this title 
Son of Man. In their minds it was ten- 
derly associated with the most fervent wishes 
and expectations connected with the advent 
of the Anointed One, who should visit His 
people, and, with the Arm of the Lord, 
break every yoke of the oppressor, and 
restore the kingdom to Israel. 

But the twelve had already been led 
to a deeper view of the meaning of the 
term, Son of Man. From the time when 
our Lord had said to Nathanael, "Hereafter 
ye shall see heaven open, and the angels 
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of God ascending and descending upon 
the Son of Man,'* to this hour when He 
revealed to them His approaching sufferings 
and violent death, each use of the title 
seemed to lead the thoughts of the disci- 
ples to a deeper and better understanding 
of the relation borne by the Son of 
Man, not alone to the Jewish nation, but 
to the human race. The Restorer of the 
lost intercourse between earth and heaven; 
in such a sense one with God that He 
is at the same time in earth and heaven, 
with power of forgiveness, with power to 
recall and repeal the Jewish law; the Me- 
diator between God and man; the Commu- 
nicator of holiness to man; the Head of a 
redeemed race ; the Judge * of all men, — as 
all this the twelve had already received 
Him. They saw in Him, not alone the 
Messiah, but also the seed of the woman, 
the representative and ideal man, the sec- 
ond Adam, who should undo the mischief 
wrought by the fall of the first Adam, and 
bring many sons to glory, as the first 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



6o The Death of Christ. 

Adam had brought many sons to misery 
and eternal woe. 

Receiving Him as the expected Deliverer 
of Israel and Prince of the House of Da- 
vid, the prophecy of His death would have 
been a bitter disappointment of the strongest 
patriotic hopes. But they had also received 
Him as the Christ, — the Son of the Liv- 
ing God, the Pattern and Representative of 
our race, the Life of our humanity, through 
whom great and precious blessings would 
be brought to men. Herein was a mar- 
vellous thing, that the Son of the Living 
God should be subject to death. A greater 
miracle was foretold than any they had wit- 
nessed ; greater than any to which they 
looked forward, greater than the Advent in 
the clouds, with the holy angels, greater 
than* the glory of the regeneration, — ^when 
He should sit in His throne, and they on 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel ; that He in whom life was inherent 
should die ; that He to whom the Father 
had given coeternal life should lay down 
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His life; that in the Son of Man, as they 
knew Him, should be fulfilled the sad proph- 
ecy of the sorrows of the servant of Jeho- 
vah; that He should be led as a lamb 
to the slaughter, be cut off out of the 
land of the living, and make His grave with 
the wicked and with the rich in His death! 

Forsaking all things, and following the 
humble carpenter of Nazareth, whom His 
very kinsman rejected, and in whom the 
rulers did not believe, required strong faith. 
To remain with Him after His discourse 
at Capernaum, when He declared that they 
must be united with Him by a true and 
living union, so real that they must eat 
His flesh and drink His blood, required 
still stronger faith. 

But that He must be delivered to the 
heathen, and be mocked and spitefully 
entreated and scourged and slain, was the 
hardest saying of all. They did not reject 
it; for they could not leave Him who had 
the words of eternal life. They had no 
words of opposition ; for fresh in their mem- 
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ones must still have been the awful re- 
buke administered to St Peter: "Get thee 
behind Me, Satan, thou art an offence unto 
Me; for thou savourest not the things that 
be of God, but those that be of men." 
The third declaration of His coming sorrow 
and death by heathen hands was enough 
to assure them fully that thus it must be. 
But they understood none of these things. 
I have thus entered, somewhat minutely, 
into the position and sentiments of the 
twelve, that we may the more readily recall 
the ineffable marvellousness of the death of 
the Son of Man. Far transcending even 
the wonder of the Incarnation, the Word 
made flesh and dwelling among us, is the 
wonder that He who assumed this flesh, 
the Eternal Son of God in whom was life, 
should submit to death. History famishes 
us with no parallel, however feeble. In all 
the universe there is not even a slight 
analogy. Philosophy, in its highest flights, 
fails to grasp or solve the mystery of the 
death of Jesus. 
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We can compass with our intellect every 
visitation of the universal destroyer but 
this. Death comes, and robs the mother of 
her first-bom, the father of his joy, the 
child of his guide; and for each of these we 
have words of solution, however fearful the 
visitation. We can say that all must die; 
and the question of time and season is 
lost in considering the vast necessity in- 
volving, sooner or later, every creature. Or 
we go even farther than this. We can see 
that as discipline, death, even sudden and 
bitterly afflicting, works for good. Passion- 
ate and headstrong men are softened and 
cooled. Thoughdess and trifling women are 
taught, though with bufferings and tears, 
the solemnity and reality and earnestness 
of life. Indolence is awakened from its 
foolish dream of ease and pleasure with- 
out toil and self-reliance. Nay, idolatry is 
checked when the idol lies in the cold 
grave, and longing for the radiant and eter- 
nal companionship of heaven is aroused, 
when the spirits of those loved here have 
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been summoned to God. Thou art terrible, 
O death! Yet thou comest never without 
leaving hidden somewhere a lesson and a 
benediction which he who seeks may find. 

Still, nowhere do we find any visitation 
in any faint degree parallel to the death 
of Christ. The death of a martyr seals in 
blood the cause for which he suffered, and 
kindles in others enthusiasm, and willing- 
ness to act and suffer for the right But 
a martyr's death is not as the death of the 
Son of Man. When we have mastered its 
fullest and deepest significance, we have in 
no degree begun to understand why the 
Word made flesh should die. 

In the Greek tragedies, the man who 
commits the offence is pursued throughout 
the play by the avenging Furies, who lin- 
ger at first in the indistinct background, but 
approach nearer, nearer, nearer, until he 
falls hopelessly into their unrelenting grasp. 
In the drama of life, death is this aveng- 
ing fury, coming with feet of wool but hands 
of brass, and wicked men tremble at the 
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thought. Nevertheless, in all this is no 
analogy to show us that Christ must suffer; 
He who is the Life, lay down His life. 

Then, again, death comes at times as the 
consununation of the hatred which wicked 
men have always felt for the pure and 
lovely. Death thus of a holy man by the 
violence of the wicked, and as the single 
result of their frenzy at the sight of good- 
nessy has in it a moral sublimity that 
touches every right-feeling heart, and ar- 
rays purity and holiness in lovelier and 
more attractive garb than ever before. 
Yet the death of the Son of Man was far 
beyond even this. We see in it, indeed, 
moral sublimity, equal to the sublimity of 
His perfect life. We see in it the execu- 
tion of justice on a sinful nation, snatching 
from them their king, and closing the door 
of hope on their aspirations for deliverance 
from their oppressor. Every beatitude that 
He had poured forth, every Divine precept 
He had taught, received in His death its 
seal of blood. Nay, more ; had He been 
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only man, His death would have been a 
mercy to those who loved Him, delivering 
them from adoring Him, whose claim to di- 
vinity would thereby be proved baseless. But 
these features of His death ignore His real 
nature, God of God, very God of very 
God, being of one substance with the Father. 
These are His own words: "I lay down 
My life, that I might take it again. No 
man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down 
of Myself. I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it again." Does 
He lay it down that He may be a spec- 
tacle, however sublime; or as a punishment 
upon His own who received Him not; or 
that His disciples may be aroused by en- 
thusiasm for a martyr's memory? Is this 
all for which He humbles Hunself, even to 
the death upon the Cross; all for which 
He who is not only the Way and the 
Truth, but as well the Life, should suffer 
separation of soul and body ; all that is in- 
volved in the Good Shepherd laying down 
His life for the sheep? 
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A winning example! a solemn declara- 
tion of truth! a sublime spectacle! Is this 
the whole solution? At this did the twelve 
wonder? Are these the things which they 
could not understand? 

No, brethren, no! A thousand times 
no! Herein we scarcely touch the fringe 
of His garment Far deeper than in all 
these things combined lies the solution. 
That death was a sacrifice; nay, rather 
the sacrifice for the sins of the whole 
world. Its solution lies in the mystery of 
sacrifice, — ^a mystery first fully exhibited in 
the sacrifice of Himself. Only when He 
had suffered and risen again, had laid down 
His life and taken it again, did the twelve 
understand that the offerings of bulls and 
goats, and the ashes of a heifer, were but 
figures of the only sacrifice that could take 
away sins. Not until then could they under- 
stand that God could be reconciled to man, 
and man to God, only by His obedience 
unto death. Not until then was the truth 
fully disclosed that only by the death of 
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the Son of Man could the sins of trans- 
gressors be put away, and peace be pur- 
chased for the guilty. That there must be a 
sacrifice had been for ages taught by God 
through His Word and prescribed ritual. 
That this must be His only-begotten Son 
was the stupendous mystery to which all wor- 
ship pointed, and which the prophets saw 
afar o% speaking as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost 

Here, then, is the solution of the wonder, 
and the only solution. That it is still in a 
degree veiled is most true. To pierce that 
sacred veil is as impossible as it is pre- 
sumptuous. I would not attempt it, nor 
essay to explain what God in His wisdom 
has left unexplained. I would not borrow 
the language of the market-place, and say 
that the debt was cancelled, nor imagine the 
frowning face of an Almighty Father only 
appeased when looking at His suffering Son. 
Let all such idle speculation cease. Here we 
rest. Before we could be made sons of 
God, sacrifice must be offered to God That 
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sacrifice was the death of the Son of Man. 
For the sheep, He gave His life; and the 
Shepherd's life was taken instead of the 
life of the sheep. For many He offered 
His noble life as a ransom, and it was ac- 
cepted instead of millions of ignoble lives. 
His blood He shed for the remission of 
sins, and that blood deanseth from all sin. 
The chastisement of our peace was upon 
Him. The Lord laid on Him the iniquity 
of us all. His soul was made an offering 
for sin. He bare the sins of many. Such 
was man, and such was God, that the 
change to be made in our attitude before 
Him, the deliverance to be wrought, the 
cleansing to be effected, involved the tre- 
mendous necessity of the sacrifice of the 
Son of Man on the accursed tree. 

And now, beloved, I have endeavored to 
set forth, in its simplicity, the true meaning 
of that deep humiliation predicted in the 
text. I doubt not that to many of you, 
perchance to most, I have been simply 
stating your own faith. But, alas! I fear 
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that some have found in their deceit- 
ful hearts a ready echo to the attempt, 
now so common, to ignore the sacrifice of 
Christ. This hated, this despised doctrine, 
is God's own truth, revealed in His Word, 
and the sole explanation of the death of 
His Son. We could not be dealt with in 
mercy alone. Justice must be satisfied, and 
Infinite Justice of itself exacted the sacri- 
fice, the shedding of the blood from that 
body which He, who is the Word and 
Power and Wisdom of God, had assumed. 

Further we need not go; for all needful 
lessons are taught thereby with sufficient 
force, and to one or two of these let us 
for a moment turn. 

First, let this great truth of Christ's sac- 
rifice be ever before us, as we examine 
ourselves and seek to know and bewail our 
sins. Ah, brethren, the real nature of sin 
is never known until it is seen how far it 
separates the soul from God. We may 
find that it is a degradation of our nature. 
But this is not its deepest guilt. We may 
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see that it disturbs the harmony of human 
society, and furrows the very earth with its 
woe. But not yet have we found its real 
blackness. That is seen in the death of 
Jesus, revealing an alienation so hopeless, 
an enmity so bitter, that He must perish 
before there could possibly be reconcilia- 
tion and peace. Oh, who can hate and be- 
wail his sin as he who sees it thus? 

Then, secondly, with this truth before 
us, we know wherein alone to find pardon. 
Sorrow for the past will not purchase it. 
Repientance will not purchase it Confes- 
sion before men and angels will not pur- 
chase it Not too often can it be remem- 
bered that Christ appeared to put away sin 
by the sacrifice of Himself. 

Yes, Christian brother, or Christian sis- 
ter, the guilt of any sin ever committed 
from your childhood until now, rests upon 
your soul, despite your tears and repent- 
ance and acknowledgment, unless you 
have pleaded the merits of the Sacrificial 
Lamb of God for its removal. There 
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it rests, unremoved, unforgiven, unless 
it has been washed away in the blood 
of Jesus. Years may have elapsed since 
the commission of some deadly sin, but 
if unabsolved through the sufficient satis- 
faction made by the Son of Man, its guilt 
is as fresh on the soul as it was in the 
day of falling. 

Come, then, with thy guilt, to the Cross. 
Through this alone is pardon. Here alone 
canst thou hear that blessed assurance : 
"There is no further condemnation." "Go 
in peace." Come and see the Crucified 
One. Look at His broken body and His 
precious blood, — atonement, reconciliation, 
pardon, all wrought for thee, all offered 
to thee. 

Shall not this day see thy sins forgiven? 
Shall not thy sleep this night be sweetened 
by the descent upon thy soul of God's 
pardon and boundless peace? 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IV. 

CHRIST OUR PASSOVER. 

AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, WHEN YOUR CHIL- 
DREN SHALL SAY UNTO YOU, WHAT MEAN YE BY THIS 
SERVICE ? THAT YE SHALL SAY, IT IS THE SACRIFICE OF 

THE lord's PASSOVER. — Exodus^ xii. 26. 

OUR nourishing mother the Church, that 
on this Easter morning our joy 
may be full, and such as no man can take 
away, bids us think of the Passover as 
the type of our feast— containing in its 
details the bold and well-defined outlines 
of our sacrifice, our deliverance, our pres- 
ent position, our future prospects — of the 
things which we now see and in which we 
rejoice; of the things not seen as yet, but 
which are hoped for, and by faith presently 
real and substantial. It is well that we are 
told to examine the type and the shadow. The 
4 
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Easter sun is too dazzling for the naked 
eye, and it is only through the obscured 
glass that we can discern its form and out- 
ward appearance. The Easter joy dazzles 
with its splendor, comprehending so much 
that is ineffable — z, rising Son of God, a 
redeemed humanity, the first-fruits of a 
new race, death overcome, the beginning of 
a new creation in which all tears shall be 
wiped away — that we need the obscurity, 
as it were, of the shadow, that we may 
calmly behold, as through a glass, the 
marvels that have been wrought for us, 
and the glories still to be revealed. So, 
when our children ask us, "What mean 
ye by this service?" the answer that, duly 
enlarged, will give them the fullest and 
clearest instruction, is the answer of the 
text: "It- is the sacrifice of the Lord's 
Passover." 

But I cannot enter upon such a theme 
without speaking, and with the deepest feel- 
ing, of the fact that, through all the 
manifold changes of human society, the 
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Jews continue, unto this day, to observe 
this season, and such of the rites of the 
Passover as are yet possible with their 
temple destroyed and their holy place in 
the hands of the Gentile. They cannot 
sacrifice the lamb, for to their temple there 
is not left one stone upon another, nor 
will it ever be rebuilt until the fulfil- 
ment of Ezekiel's vision ; when, indeed, God 
will take them from among the heathen, 
and gather them out of all countries, and 
will bring them into their own land ; when 
they will keep the true Passover, and eat 
of the true paschal Lamb, — ^the Lamb of 
God that taketh away the sins of the 
world. Yet, they still keep the feast of 
unleavened bread with pious care and rev- 
erence; and this is a fact that I cannot con- 
template without deep emotion.- We are 
carried back, not hundreds, but thousands 
of years. We stand on the banks of the 
Nile, and hear the cry of the oppressed 
entering into the ears of the God of their 
fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and 
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of Jacob. We see the plagues consummated 
in the slaying of the first-born of Egypt, 
with the deliverance of Israel, the "first- 
bom of Jehovah," from the yoke of bond- 
age. All these things are types of mighty 
realities. Yet they themselves were real 
events, witnessed by the continual observ- 
ance, through all the generations, of such 
paschal rites as could be observed in the 
dispersion abroad of the twelve tribes of 
Israel. 

It is, indeed, a thrilling spectacle to see 
these blood descendants of the people 
whom Gk)d delivered from Egyptian bond- 
age — ^yes, and the natural kinsmen of the 
Son of God — suffering still the chastise- 
ment of spiritual blindness visited upon 
their race for their frantic rejection of 
their Brother; to see these scattered rem- 
nants of the chosen people still true to 
the ancient ceremonies. When I think of 
them, not only putting the leaven away 
from their houses for seven days, but also 
eating a joint of roasted lamb with bitter 
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herbs, as the best commemoration of a 
sacrifice that they can no longer offer; and 
then, after supper, standing in solemn si- 
lence, with open door, awaiting the entrance 
of the prophet Elijah, whom they still 
expect, and who shall "restore all things, " 
I cannot have other than feelings of deep 
emotion. I think pf the past with its mar- 
vels and wonders in the land of Egypt. 
I think, too, of the future, when they shall 
be brought to the recognition and recep- 
tion of the true Messiah. Though the 
crown offered to them by the Aposdes 
was rejected, and has passed to others, yet 
God "hath not cast off His people," and 
when the gathering of those who are to 
reign with Christ shall have been completed, 
and the times of the Gentiles thus fulfilled, 
the ancient covenant will then be restored. 
But let us turn to the direct contempla- 
tion of the Passover as bearing upon the 
true sacrifice, the Lamb of God, and as 
pointing out the wonderful effects therefrom 
resulting. 
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The virtue of the old Passover was not 
inherent, but derived from the anticipated 
merits of the true blood of sprinkling, — the 
blood of Jesus. As the rock that followed 
the children of Israel in the wilderness was 
Christ, so the lamb whose blood was 
sprinkled upon the lintel and two door- 
posts was Christ, the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world. The deliverance 
from Egyptian bondage was through the 
blood of Christ, then, as now, efficacious, 
but represented to them in a shadowy 
form. This I would endeavor to impress 
upon you, for it is the true conception of 
the true relation that all types of Christ 
bear to Him. He is not conformed to 
them, but they are conformed to Him, their 
object being definitely to teach, in shadow, 
what was afterward revealed with clear- 
ness. Moses, when he was on the 
mount, saw, in prophetic vision, the 
heavenly things. He saw the Christian 
Church with priest and altar and sacri- 
fice. Yet the tabernacle that he reared 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Christ our Passover. 79 

was but the Divinely-prescribed shadow of 
what he saw. In like manner, the Jewish 
Passover was conformed to the true Pass- 
over. The lamb was one of the flock, be- 
cause the Messiah was to be the Word 
made flesh, made like unto His brethren, one 
taken from among the people. The lamb 
was without blemish, because the Son of 
God was to be sacrificed, the innocent for 
the guilty, the holy for the unholy, the just 
for the unjust. The paschal lamb was, by 
commandment, sacrificed by all the people, 
because, by that priesdy nation, Jesus, 
through the determinate counsel of God, 
was to be delivered up to sacrifice. The 
lamb was, year after year, slain only in the 
tabernacle or temple, because Christ should 
perish at the Holy City. The month, and days 
of the month, of the offering was prescribed, 
for the time was appointed when Christ 
should suffer and die. Not a bone of the 
paschal lamb was broken, because not a 
bone of Jesus was to be broken. 
The deliverance, then, from the bondage of 
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Egypt, through the anticipated merits of the 
true blood of sprinkling, shows us more 
clearly in what we rejoice to-day. We 
rejoice in deliverance, deliverance through 
the blood of the Lamb of God. That blood 
has wrought a deliverance of our humanity 
from its bondage and curse; for to-day 
Christ, in whom our nature had suffered 
rejection, laid hold again thereof, and be- 
came the seed of a new humanity. It has 
wrought a deliverance from the power of 
the grave; for, as there is no further 
condemnation to them that are in Christ 
Jesus, death has no more sting, nor has 
the grave any further victory. It has 
wrought a deliverance for each soul on 
whom it is sprinkled by the Holy Ghost; 
for it hath delivered us from the power 
of darkness, and hath translated us into 
the kingdom of God's dear Son ; in 
whom we have redemption through His 
blood, even the forgiveness of sins. It 
has wrought a deliverance for the children 
of Israel, and will yet recover them from 
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their dispersions, and lift the veil from 
their darkened souls, and reconcile them 
to the Messiah, and be, in that day, a foun- 
tain of cleansing for their sin and un- 
cleanness, and make them the joy and 
light of the earth. 

It has wrought a deliverance for the 
mystical Body of Christ, whereby it will be 
restored from its desolations, cleansed from 
its defilements, recovered from separations, 
and manifested before men and angels as 
visibly one and holy, the Bride of Christ, 
adorned for her spouse. It has wrought a 
deliverance for the nations of the earth sit- 
ting in darkness and the shadow of death; 
for by that blood Satan will be overcome, 
and deceive the nations no more, and the 
earth shall be filled with the knowledge of 
the Lord as the waters cover the sea. It 
has wrought a deliverance for the sore- 
burdened earth, which, by the blood of 
Him who glorified its dust in His person, 
shall be. relieved from its curse, and, trans- 
figured after the similitude of the transfig- 
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ured Son of Man, shall be the new earth 
wherein dwelleth righteousness ; and the 
throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in 
it forever and ever. 

Yes, Christ our Passover is sacrificed 
for us. It is the Lord's Passover. And 
this is our Easter joy, — joy in the risen 
, Lord, the first-fruits of them that slept; 
joy in a restored humanity; joy in our 
individual redemption, and in the hope of 
individual resurrection. But more than this. 
It is joy in the revealed purpose of extend- 
ing that merciful sprinkling to everything 
that sin has defiled, and delivering, through 
its infinite efficacy, the whole creation from 
evil, and filling the universe with the praise 
of God. 

And now, [brethren and friends, the words 
of exhortation must be few. The theme is 
mighty, and embraces the majestic fulness 
of the Christian's hope. I entreat you all 
to receive this blood of sprinkling, and be 
participators, as you are called to be, in 
the highest of all these deliverances. There 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Christ our Passover. 83 

is such a thing as rejecting this blood. The 
Scriptures tell us what a fearful thing this 
is, and remind us, in kindly yet awful 
words of warning, that there remaineth no 
more sacrifice for sin, and that when this 
is rejected, there is a certain fearful look- 
ing for of judgment and fiery indignation, 
which shall devour the adversaries. He 
that despised Moses* law, died without 
mercy under two or three witnesses. Of 
how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, 
shall he be thought worthy who hath 
trodden under foot the Son of God, and 
counted the blood of the covenant where- 
with he was sanctified an unholy thing, 
and done despite unto the spirit of grace? 
For we know Him that hath said. Ven- 
geance belongeth unto Me; I will recom- 
pense, saith the Lord. And, again, the 
Lord shall judge His people. It is a fear- 
ful thing to fall into the hands of the liv- 
ing God! 

I must linger upon this solemn declara- 
tion a moment, though it tinge our Easter 
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joy with sadness. In all these deliverances 
there is but one exception, — the serpent, 
and the serpent's seed. We know too well 
who are the seed of the serpent, for us to 
hesitate to press the warning. They are 
men, redeemed men, apostate men, who know 
yet reject, who are called yet refuse, who 
hate the Lamb of God as Satan hates Him 
who rank with His foes. In vain would 
be this contemplation of the grandeur and 
vastness of the redemption through the 
blood of the Lamb, did it fail to impress 
you with the horrible wickedness and utter 
hopeless ruin of those who wilfully reject 
Him. The lightning of the eternal day 
will make all this merciful deliverance far 
clearer than any human words can make 
it now. Yet I would endeavor to draw 
it out as Scripture so grandly discloses it, 
that you may escape, while it is called 
to-day, from the unmeasured torture of 
witnessing forever a rejected redemption, 
which sweeps through the universe, and 
embraces even the groaning earth. 
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And you who turn away from the pas- 
chal feast, will not receive it unkindly if 
your pastor to-day reminds you that you 
must still be regarded as strangers to the 
covenant of promise. Measure, my friends, 
the peril by the extended mercy ; the pos- 
sible loss by the offered glory. The man 
that forbeareth to keep the Passover, even 
the same soul shall be cut off from 
among his people. This was the law and 
penalty in the shadow. How much sorer 
in the substance and fulfilment ! 

And now, dearly beloved in the Lord, 
we are about to keep the Passover in 
the. appointed way. In the night when the 
Lord Jesus was betrayed. He revealed 
Himself as the true paschal Lamb, and 
said. Take, eat; this is My body. Drink 
ye all of it; for this is My blood of the 
New Testament, shed for you and for many. 
Do this in remembrance of Me; and yet 
there remained a work to be done, an 
awful work ; a cup that might not pass 
from the Redeemer. For He was yet to 
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be made a sin-offering. Of a sin-offering 
no man could eat. So, if Christ be not 
risen, we are of all men most miserable. 
For then our Lamb were simply rejected. 
But to-day He appears as risen again, and 
He liveth forever. So, to-day, we "have an 
altar," whereof we may eat. We can feast 
by faith upon the glorified life of the Lamb. 
To-day, moreover, the first-fruits of the 
harvest were offered to God. So, to-day, we 
present unto God the merits of the Sav- 
iour, the First-fruits of them that slept 
Soon, very soon, we shall be presented in 
the Resurrection as a kind of first-fruits of 
His creatures. Soon, very soon, we shall 
rejoice in a Passover, no longer of prom- 
ise, but fulljT accomplished. Soon, very 
soon, we shall eat and drink of a feast 
prepared in the coming kingdom of God, 
and shall sit down in rapture and never- 
ending bliss at the marriage supper of 
the Lamb. 
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V. 

THE INTERCESSION OF CHRIST. 

SEEING THEN THAT WE HAVE A GREAT HIGH- 
PRIEST, THAT IS PASSED INTO THE HEAVENS, JESUS 
THE SON OF GOD, LET US HOLD FAST OUR PROFESSION. 

— Hebrews^ iv. 14. 

THE argument of the Apostle, contained 
in this text, is so simple, that I need 
detain you but a moment in stating its 
terms, and in presenting to you the doc- 
trine therein clearly revealed. 

The priesthood of Christ is unchangeable, 
and He ever liveth to make intercession for 
us. He shed His own blood as a full sacri- 
fice for our sins. In the Resurrection, His 
Father gave the token that the sacrifice vsras 
accepted. This sacrifice is never repeated. 
For Christ was once offered. Now once in 
the end of the world hath He appeared, to 
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put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 
There remaineth now no more sacrifice for 
sins. There is need of none. There can 
be none. The sacrifice was completed when 
on the cross He cried, It is finished. 

This truth the Apostle sets forth in very 
clear and positive terms. Some of His lan- 
guage on the subject I have just cited. But 
he also, addressing Christians who had been 
Jews, draws out the comparison between the 
priesthood of Aaron and the priesthood of 
Christ; and shows how the very fact that 
Christ has entered into heaven, the real holy 
of holies, not to appear again until He ap- 
pears as Judge, is a proof that the sacrifice 
He made of Himself was once forever. 
The high-priest of the order of Aaron, after 
the shedding of blood, went into the holy 
of holies, to plead the sacrifice before 
the Lord. But he returned. And the next 
year the rite was repeated. Blood was shed 
again. The high-priest entered again the 
most holy place, and again interceded for 
the people. But Christ does not appear 
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again. To the Jewish mind, the conclusion 
would be a ready one. His sacrifice is, 
then, once for all. 

The same conclusion will be easily reached 
by us, reflecting that the high-priesthood of 
the Jewish Church was truly ordained by 
God to be typical of the high-priesthood of 
Christ. The shedding of blood was to teach 
that without shedding blood there is no re- 
mission of sins; to establish the great prin- 
ciple of sacrifice as the foundation-principle 
of God's plan of showing mercy to sinners. 
The repeating of the sacrifice was to teach 
that it was not a full, perfect, and sufficient 
sacrifice, but only a shadow of good things 
to come. When Christ entered into heaven, 
with His own blood to plead as High-priest 
the cause of His people. He did not return. 
What then? His sacrifice is full and suffi- 
cient, and will not be repeated. You see, 
then, how, by comparing type and reality, the 
Apostle clinches his proposition. Christ of- 
fered Himself but once, and that one sacri- 
fice was made and accepted as perfect But 
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I dwell no longer on this, for it is a familiar 
truth to you all. 

But there is another parallel truth; and 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews you see the 
Apostle interweaving it at every point. The 
sacrifice, indeed, is not repeated. But as the 
high-priest of the order of Aaron remained 
for a time in the holy of holies, interceding 
for the people, so Christ remains forever in 
the heaven of heavens, in the absolute pres- 
ence of God, ever pleading the merits of 
His own sacrifice, ever interceding for His 
people. The sacrifice was once. But the 
pleading Priest abides at His altar before 
the Father's throne. Christ, made an High- 
priest forever, after the order of Melchise- 
dec, having neither beginning of days nor 
end of life, abiding a Priest continually, 
ever intercedes, ever pleads the merits of 
His own precious blood. 

But for whom does He plead? Whose 
names are spoken before the Father by this 
Head of the Church in glory? The answer 
is hinted at in the latter clause of the text, 
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"Let us hold fast our profession," or per- 
haps better rendered, Let us hold fast our 
confession, reminding us at once of our 
Lord's own words : Whosoever shall con- 
fess Me before men, him will I confess before 
My Father which is in heaven. Thus the 
circle is completed, and the truth is fully 
unfolded. Christ ever intercedes for those 
who confess Him before men. To this doc- 
trine, in direcdy personal and practical re- 
lations, I ask your earnest attention. 

To no revealed principle of God's gracious 
dealings with guilty sinners is there a more 
spontaneous testimony by the very cravings 
of our nature, than to the principle of inter- 
cession. That some one should pray and 
plead for us, is a necessity perhaps sooner 
discovered than any other. Nay, more than 
this. Not alone is the principle readily re- 
ceived, but the more one progresses in the 
new life, the more precious appear to him 
intercessions in any form. The most faithful 
servant of God, in the midst of peril or in 
suffering, places on nothing a higher value 
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than on the intercessory supplications of 
those who, with him, love and fear the Lord. 
The consciousness of this need, moreover, is 
what, perhaps more than anything else, gives 
value to the institution of the Christian 
priesthood, whose prayers in times of dis- 
tress are far more grateful than any natural 
endowments or attractive gifts. Indeed, it is 
only in times of calamity that we appreciate 
the might of this yearning for intercession, 
when it bursts forth like a volcanic fire. 

With the need so forcibly attested, when 
we are told that Jesus, the Son of God, is a 
High-priest, ever interceding and pleading the 
effectual merits of His blood, the announce- 
ment will surely impress us so deeply that 
we can never for a moment forget it 
Throughout our lives the blessed fact will 
be treasured in our memories, and inter- 
woven with our very consciousness. 

But, alas ! this is not so. It is too precious 
a truth, too important in its effect on the 
spiritual life, not to be a special object of 
our enemy's attack. This fact, of Christ 
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ever interceding with high-priestly pleadings, 
if fully apprehended and constantly remem- 
bered, would exert a most powerful influence 
in fixing the heart on heavenly things, in 
strengthening the faith, in nerving the cour- 
age, in hushing the desire for sinful and 
worldly pleasures, in drawing us nearer in 
heart and mind to Christ himself. Hence, 
the devil comes and strives with his might 
to hide and distort this truth. In various 
ways, with varying temptations, he allures 
the heart away from Christ's interceding 
priesthood. At times he throws doubts on 
the efficacy or necessity of intercession; and, 
because we see not the heavenly machinery 
and know not how blessings are myste- 
riously connected with supplications, would 
have us reject the whole principle as a de- 
lusion. Or, if our yearnings for intercession 
are too strong to be thus easily strangled, 
he would have us think of the intercession 
of any one but Christ; of St. Peter or St. 
John or St. Mary, or the soul that only yes- 
terday departed; of any one but Christ Jesus, 
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the Son of God; and would thus, by any 
means, allure us from the blessed reality. 

Ah, how well he succeeds ! How feeble 
the influence of this stupendous fact of the 
unchangeable intercession of Christ! How 
easily we part with this infinite treasure for 
the toys and the bawbles and the vain delu- 
sions offered in place thereof! This day 
and this hour, notwithstanding the great re- 
sults of the lasting priesthood of Jesus, 
among all the multitude of professing Chris- 
tians, how few have deeply graven on their 
hearts that He ever liveth to make inter- 
cession for us! True, indeed, each prayer is 
offered "through Jesus Christ our Lord," 
and the great principle is thus verbally and 
formally acknowledged. But Satan has been 
at work, and his work is manifest. On the 
one extreme of Christendom, the interceding 
ofiFices of saints and angels are, in actual 
practice, more sought than the intercession 
of Christ; a wonderful and horrible thing. 
On the other extreme. His present humanity 
and abiding priesthood is practically ignored, 
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a thing equally wonderful and horrible. Be- 
tween the extremes are hearts grasping the 
fact so feebly, if at all, that it has little 
effect, and they are really unblessed by its 
light and peace. As I said, Satan has been 
at work to rob us of the strength and joy 
which a deep impression of Christ's heavenly 
priesthood would surely generate. What is 
the result? Faint impression where there 
should be deep impression; the great fact 
of Christ's intercession almost lost sight of. 

But the subject demands a more direcdy 
personal consideration, and we are thus 
forced to contemplate the loss. For it is 
not merely losing a doctrine or a truth, but 
it is losing blessings of incalculable worth. 

And, in the first place, when the present 
and abiding intercession of Christ is at best 
very faindy realized, we lose the sense that 
our lives are really governed according to 
His will. There are written promises that 
all things are ours. There are written state- 
ments that all things work together for 
good. But they are promises and state- 
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ments as void of living meaning as if they 
were in an unknown tongue, until we feel 
that our High-priest stands at His altar, 
pleading for us the merits of His blood, and 
thus ever procuring blessings temporal and 
spiritual. Nothing can happen amiss so long 
as He intercedes. We are taken up into a 
higher range, and governed by new laws, 
whereby every event in our lives works for 
good. Yea, thus even the blackened past 
is over-ruled, its mistakes corrected, its 
tangled mazes of errors unravelled, the soul 
restored. Never, however, can we feel that 
this is so, while we are not looking at the 
interceding Jesus, High-Priest forever after 
the order of Melchisedec. For by what law 
are these wonders worked, and all things 
made to advance our good? Before we can 
rest securely in the promise, we must have 
at least a glimpse of the amazing process. 
Then we see the great Mediator, Jesus, 
Man and God, pleading; and then, and not 
till then, the pledge becomes a reality. 
Again, we cannot feel much interest to 
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work for the kingdom of Christ until we 
have a due apprehension of His abiding 
priesthood. We may perform a round of 
duties in a dry, perfunctory manner. We 
may urge ourselves on to the obedience of 
plainly-revealed commands through fear of 
punishment if we disregard them. But zeal 
for Christ's cause, that fires the heart and 
carries one through dangers and bufferings 
and disappointments with enthusiasm un- 
abated, comes only when we know that we 
are under Christ, and working with Him, in- 
struments to accomplish His will. At times 
the work looks so disheartening. The 
people's hearts are set on vanity, and the 
faith is unpopular, and the Sacraments are 
derided, and the Church is despised. Who 
will work then? Who does not despair 
then? Who does not propose then to sacri- 
fice purity for popular favor, or to give up 
work for the kingdom of the Lord as a 
useless thing? Who? He whose eye sees 
that the great High-priest ever liveth, inter- 
ceding for all who confess Him, securing the 
5 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



98 The Intercession of Christ. 

ordering of all events so that the end will 
be glorious, and the kingdom and dominion 
and greatness of the kingdom under the 
whole heaven shall be given to the saints of 
the Most High, when the knowledge of the 
Lord shall cover the earth as the waters 
cover the sea. The cause is His cause, the 
travail of His soul, for which He, as Priest; 
is working now. 

Furthermore. When we lose sight of the 
intercession of Christ, we lose what so won- 
derfully sweetens suffering and sorrow. Suf- 
fering may be borne, even patiently. But it 
will never appear precious, nor shall we joy 
in tribulations until we hold in our hearts 
the reality of Christ's intercession. Nor 
does this joy come merely from the knowl- 
edge that the sufferings are ordered in love, 
and are parts of the discipline. There is a 
stronger and deeper reason than that The 
joy in sorrow comes from the nature of the 
plea He makes at His altar. He pleads 
the merits of His sufferings, and, through 
the intercession thus made and thus urged. 
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the offering of our own sufferings to God is 
accepted and blessed. A poor offering they 
would be without the pleading of those meri- 
torious sufferings of Christ. Litde comfort 
could we take in the sacrifice. 

But how changed when He intercedes! 
Through Him the offering is of worth. We 
are admitted into that blessed fellowship, the 
fellowship of Christ's sufferings, wherein no 
pain or trial offered to the Lord will fail to 
work great and lasting good. We suffer 
then with Him; the merits of His own bit- 
ter cup of woe, pleaded by Himself, connect 
our sorrows with His, and thus make them 
a pledge, visible and tangible, of our glory; 
for if we suffer with Him, we shall also 
reign with Him. Oh, it is when this fact is 
seized that the great troubles of the Chris- 
tian man are invested with radiant joy. 

Once more. The neglect of Christ's 
priesthood, and the ignoring of His present 
work at the right hand of God, lies, far 
more than we think, at the foundation of 
lukewarmness and indevotion in the worship 
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of the Lord. The distaste for public and 
private prayer, the coldness and apathy in 
worship, the vain and wandering thoughts, 
find here a ready solution, and here, more- 
over, an effectual remedy. "Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord," each prayer is offered. 
What does that involve? It rolls back the 
curtain, and reveals the Lord himself inter- 
ceding that the petitions, according to God's 
will, may be granted. It means that no act 
in which we can possibly engage will bring 
heaven to us in such close sympathy as wor- 
ship through the priestly mediation of Christ. 
When this is felt, is not prayer more real, 
more absorbing than before? When we rea- 
lize that each petition, through Jesus Christ, 
verily calls into action His priestly interces- 
sion, and that, as our prayers ascend like 
incense, so, in the unapproachable presence 
of the Lord, where Christ sits, ascends the 
offering of His mediation; then do the 
magnificence and sublimity of prayer and 
worship, stirring, as it were, the very atmos- 
phere before the great white throne, impress 
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us, and awe us, and fix our roving thoughts, 
and thrill our languid hearts. 

Do we need encouragement in asking? 
Surely, here we have it; for, when we appeal 
to Christ's priesthood, we know that we 
have the petitions we desired of Him. Do 
we need fixed attention? Nothing can do 
more to ensure it than the contemplation 
of that marvellous mediation. Do we need 
to be inspired with awe and reverence? 
We are touching the very Heaven of heavens. 
Do we need the love of prayer and delight 
in worship? Never shall we know this until 
we see how closely we are thus connected 
with the blessed Lord Jesus, how intimately 
associated are our prayers and His media- 
tion. 

But I hasten to speak of the final, chief, 
and saddest loss resulting from the ignoring 
of this great truth. The text speaks partic- 
ularly of this in the words, " Let us hold 
fast our profession," or confession. "Who- 
soever shall confess Me before men, him will 
I also confess before My Father which is in 
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heaven." This is His own promise. The 
past agony and sacrifice, and the future 
judgment, undoubtedly act as powerful 
motives in urging us to be steadfast in our 
confession of Christ by word and deed. But 
His present work for us, made so clearly 
conditional on our confession, is the most 
powerful motive of all. 

Brethren beloved, how much of our un- 
faithfulness and inconsistency and neglect of 
duty may be traced direcdy to our ignoring 
of the close and necessary connection be- 
tween our constant confession of Him and 
His constant intercession for us. Oh, let 
the past suffice! Hold fast your profession, 
for it bears direcdy on the pleading of your 
cause by the Son of God. If your name 
should cease to be spoken by Him, and the 
infinite blessings of body and soul procured 
unto you by His sacrifice should cease to be 
poured upon you, and the torch lighted for 
you upon His altar should burn low and go 
out in blackness forever, it will be your own 
act, your own cutting loose from the circle 
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of His priestly intervention. It will be be- 
cause you deny Him before men, that He will 
deny you before His Father who is in heaven. 

Oh, let the piercing question which the 
Spiri^ of Grace whispers to-day in your ear 
be heard and heeded, — " How will you es- 
cape if you neglect so great salvation?" 

You may have allowed intellectual difficul- 
ties to stand between you and a firm hold- 
ing of the present priestly work of Christ. 
In an evil hour you may have followed the 
bidding of a sceptical and mentally proud 
generation, and suffered yourself to drift far 
away from the intercession of Christ. But 
have you not suffered enough from this false 
wisdom? Is it not enough, and more than 
enough, — the past experience of the utter 
desolation of a Christless life ? It is easy to 
drift into difficulties, for there are mysteries 
connected with the person and offices of the 
Redeemer transcending all our powers of in- 
tellect. How He can be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities, and be our inter- 
ceding Priest, as fully and as truly as were 
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the priests of the order of Aaron, when He 
is at the same time God of God, Light of 
Light, very God of very God, is a mystery 
beyond our present comprehension. But 
His humanity is as clearly revealed and as 
perfect as His divinity. 

And, finally, let no one doubt the directly 
practical importance of studying Christ in 
His offices and character. Be assured that 
in no one do spiritual maladies disappear 
except by beholding Christ as held up in 
His holy Word. It is no study of dry doc- 
trines, but, as a blessed experience will 
prove, one bearing direcdy on the most sac- 
red interests of body and soul. Nay, better 
than a thousand days of study of our dis- 
eases of soul is one day of study of Christ. 

Thus studying, beloved, hold fast your 
profession ; and for you will ever ascend, 
from the altar in heaven, the intercession 
Jesus made on earth: "Father, I will that 
they also whom Thou hast given Me, be 
with Me where I am ; that they may behold 
My glory which Thou hast given Me." 
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VI. 

THE WORSHIP OF CHRIST. 

AND THEY REST NOT DAY AND NIGHT, SAYING, 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, LORD GOD ALMIGHTY, WHICH WAS, 

AND IS, AND IS TO COME. — Revelation^ iv. 8. 

THE text is taken from that portion of 
the Revelation of St. John in which 
the ritual and worship of heaven is de- 
scribed, the holy of holies into which 
Jesus has now entered once for all. A rev- 
elation so minute and particular, extending 
through two entire chapters, challenges the 
closest study of every earnest Christian. 
We are naturally reminded of the scene 
ages before exhibited to Moses from Mount 
Sinai ; and it is by no means a forced de- 
duction that the injunction, "See that thou 
make all things according to the pattern 
showed thee in the mount," binds the Chris- 
5* 
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tian Church as it bound the Jewish. The 
beloved disciple to whom it was especially 
granted to see and proclaim the most sacred 
of all God's truth, was led to the Isle of 
Patmos, and. from thence gazed on the 
heavenly ritual, that the Christian Church 
might have the same Divine rule and guid- 
ance as was given to the Jews. 

Such was doubtless the belief of the 
Church in primitive times. No one, in ex- 
amining the details of her worship, can fail 
to see that, so far as is possible in this pres- 
ent dispensation, when the presence of the 
Lord is veiled, and when we have not re- 
ceived the adoption, to wit, the redemption 
of the body, but are still in the flesh, she 
followed the pattern revealed to St. John. 
The scene in heaven, as beheld by the be- 
loved disciple, reminds us of the celebration 
of the Holy Eucharist as it was celebrated 
in the early ages of the Church, and as it 
is still celebrated in the East The throne 
set in heaven, the four and twenty seats 
round about the throne, the four and twenty 
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elders sitting upon the seats, clothed in white 
raiment, the seven lamps of fire burning 
before the throne, — ^all these details of the 
heavenly worship manifestly guided the early 
Church. The chancel was in apsidal or 
semi-circular form. In the centre was the 
altar in front of the seats for the bishop 
and clergy, which were placed in the curved 
part of the wall. So the four living crea- 
tures (universally interpreted to represent 
the four Evangelists or four Gospels) placed 
in the midst of the throne, and round about 
the throne, showed to the early Church how 
the Gospel should ever attend upon the 
altar. Hence, in the ancient Church, the 
book of the Gospels was always placed upon 
the altar, and surmounted by a cross. The 
sea of glass, like unto crystal, found its 
counterpart in the churches of that age in 
the font, the laver of regeneration meeting 
the worshipper at the door, and teaching 
him that only through Baptism can the altar 
be spiritually approached. The hymn, " Holy, 
holy, holy. Lord God Almighty," was 
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reverendy used at every celebration of the 
Holy Eucharist, a custom which has never 
left the Christian Church. The Lamb that 
was slain, the crucified Man Jesus, was 
adored as supernaturally and in a spiritual 
manner present to receive homage from 
worshippers on earth, as He is in the midst 
of the throne in heaven receiving the wor- 
ship of all the heavenly hosts. 

Thus the study of the liturgies and ritual 
of early days reveals the close manner in 
which the heavenly pattern was followed, — 
not formally, indeed, but as the natural result 
of a faith which grasped the great fact that 
Christ's fold is one, that there is no schism 
in His body, that not even death divides 
His Church, that the company of heaven 
and the redeemed on earth are not different 
Churches, but only different parts of the one 
Church. Alas, that faith has in the lapse of 
ages become obscured! Doubt not, for a 
moment, that the damage is great Doubt 
not that the corruptions and sins in worship 
— the adoration of the saints and angels and 
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images on the one hand, and the shocking 
irreverence and blasphemy and denial of the 
Lamb slain on the other — are fruits of this 
departure from the simple and clear faith of 
early days, which, as it owned the oneness 
of Christ's fold, righdy held that the Church 
on earth was bound by the heavenly law. 

Let us, beloved, endeavor to realize the 
same faith, and with it to examine the great 
principles which should control our worship 
while on this earth. 

Think, first, of the One who is in the 
midst of the throne, and, standing as the 
Lamb slain, receives from the ten thousand 
times ten thousand, and thousands of thou- 
sands of angels, and from every creature in 
heaven and earth and sea, blessing and 
honor, and glory and power. Who is this, 
but the One on whom the Holy Ghost was 
poured without measure, and who, in the 
human nature in which He suffered, but 
which is now glorified and exalted, receives, 
because very God, worship from all the 
heavenly hosts ? In the ritual of heaven, 
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He is in the midst of the throne, and the 
adoration of His Person, in its twofold 
nature, is the central act of heavenly wor- 
ship in which every creature unites. 

"And I beheld, and I heard the voice of 
many angels round about the throne, say- 
ing with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain to receive power, and riches, 
and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and 
glory, and blessing. And every creature 
which is in heaven, and on the earth, and 
under the earth, and such as are in the 
sea, and all that are in them, heard I say- 
ing, Blessing, and honor, and glory, and 
power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. 
And the four beasts said. Amen. And the 
four and twenty elders fell down and wor- 
shipped Him that liveth for ever and ever." 

And now, following this heavenly pattern, 
what must be the central act of worship in 
the Church on earth? The adoration of the 
Crucified. As St John beheld Him stand- 
ing in the midst of the throne, and of the 
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four beasts and of the elders, so will faith 
discern Him, supernatu rally and marvellously, 
yet really present with the Church on earth, 
in His blessed Sacrament to feed His 
people with His Body and Blood; with 
His Gospel read and preached; with His 
ministers, Himself baptizing and confirming, 
and absolving and blessing. Following the 
heavenly pattern, we also recognize this 
presence, not alone that He may be be- 
lieved in or loved, but adored ; yes, adored, 
though man, and crucified and interceding 
Priest, — ^adored even thus as very God. A 
true ritual will assuredly make its central 
act the worship of Jesus, a lowly carpenter's 
son, one despised and rejected of men, but 
whose name is above every name, — at which 
every knee shall bow. Preaching about Him 
will not suffice, though we cease not to 
teach and preach Jesus Christ. Belief in 
Him will not suffice, though he that be- 
lieveth not is condemned already. Love for 
Him will not suffice, though love covereth a 
multitude of sins. But preaching and faith 
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and love all find a goal in worship of Him 
as Lord and God. 

Secondly, as we have found the central 
act of heavenly worship, let us now think 
of that worship itself. "And they rest not 
day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and 
is to come." In this ascription we recog- 
nize, in common with the universal Church, 
the praise of the ever-blessed and un- 
divided Trinity. In this the four beasts rest 
not day and night, and at this the four and 
twenty elders cast their crowns before the 
throne, saying, "Thou art worthy, O Lord, 
to receive glory, and honor, and power ! " 
In like manner will the Church on earth, 
mindful of the heavenly pattern in every- 
thing, give praise to the awful Three in 
One. In her daily sacrifice she will praise 
the Thrice Holy Lord. Not a hymn or 
psalm or spiritual song will escape her lips 
without the recognition of the same glorious 
Trinity. She will invoke the Triune God in 
every function of prayer or sacrament, or 
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preaching or benediction. Her very temples 
will, in mute language, praise Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, the glory of the Church 
throughout all ages. 

Think, thirdly, of the spirit that manifestly 
pervades all the heavenly worshippers, from 
the four beasts to the creatures in the sea, 
which is entire absence of all self-will, and 
the entire absorption of soul and body in 
the praise and glory of God. . The four 
beasts, highest in dignity as servants of 
God, rest not day and night. The four and 
twenty elders cast their crowns of gold be- 
fore the throne. The angels worship the 
Lamb with a loud voice. And all creatures 
say, " Blessing, and honor, and glory, and 
power, be unto the Lamb!*' The four 
beasts say Amen. The four and twenty 
elders fall down and worship Him that 
liveth forever. With reverence be it said, 
such a scene could not be possible, not even 
in heaven, had not all self-will been utterly 
and forever banished. The entire unity in 
the ritual, the full swelling praise of God 
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alone, is because God's will is, in each 
minute detail, the all-controlling power, and 
because every will in that vast throng is 
attuned with the will of the Lord. A re- 
bellious thought would cast a shadow over 
all this glory. But not a whisper is ever 
uttered that does not show the most com- 
plete self-abnegation, the most thorough sub- 
mission to the Divine order. The same 
spirit should pervade the worshipping Church 
on earth. Whom to worship, when to wor- 
ship, how to worship, are questions not for 
self-will to decide, but questions solved by 
the Divine command. And when this com- 
mand is reverendy heeded, it will certainly 
carry the worshippers far above the strifes 
and controversies with which the Church on 
earth is so sorely afflicted, and bring them 
into conscious union with angels and arch- 
angels, and all the company of heaven. 

And now, beloved, let us, with these great 
principles in mind, endeavor to bring them 
home in their practical bearings on faith and 
life. 
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In the first place, there could be no 
greater rebuke of all the adoration, even of 
what is called a secondary sort, given more 
and more in some branches of the Church 
to other beings than God, than this exhibi- 
tion of the liturgy of heaven. In the midst 
of the throne, do we see any being but God ? 
Do the very highest in dignity receive any 
honor from any of even the lowest creatures ? 
Was even the Blessed Virgin, for whom St. 
John himself cared as for a mother, seen on 
the throne? In all the strange and, to the 
faithful heart, the mournful cultus of angels 
and saints, the departure is not only fearful 
from the pure practice of the ancient Church, 
but also from the heavenly law which that 
Church so closely followed. No wonder 
that, in the defence of these idolatrous prac- 
tices, this Divine pattern is ignored, and the 
scene of the revelation of God's will is abso- 
lutely claimed to be no longer heaven, but 
an earthly city, with a pretended vicar of 
Christ, infallibly declaring to men his pre- 
cepts and commands. 
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Then, secondly, we find here the con- 
demnation of the apathy and indifference 
and. neglect with which thousands regard the 
Eucharist " Do this in remembrance of Me," 
are His own words. "As often as ye eat 
this bread and drink this cup, ye do show 
the Lord's death till He come ! " Oh, my be- 
loved, could language be plainer than this? 
language so clearly interpreted by early 
practice to mean that thus we, in this body, 
were to give honor to the Lamb slain. And 
yet, with cold and ungrateful hearts, or with 
unbelieving minds, thousands, who would fain 
be called the disciples of Jesus, despise His 
own great ordinance wherein He is to be 
honored. Most assuredly, as knowledge of 
the principles that should govern our ap- 
proach to God, as desire to see realized the 
prayer, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven, as willingness to submit to the re- 
vealed commands of Gk)d increases; so will 
the Holy Eucharist be once again, through 
all the Church, the central act of prayer to 
Christ as God. Never, until then, will the 
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Church regain her heavenly standing. While 
she is disregarding the Lord's own command, 
divisions will continue, worldliness will con- 
trol her, corruptions will fasten upon her, 
spiritual desolation will hang over her. 

But, finally, the subject is one of direct 
and immediate importance, not only to the 
Church, but to each individual Christian. 
Through the infinite and undeserved mercy 
of God, we are permitted to-day, each day 
if we will, to unite in heavenly worship, to 
adore Christ Jesus, to praise the awful 
Trinity. The providence of God has so 
ordered events that He has given to us a 
Liturgy in which all these great principles 
of worship are clearly established. The 
Lamb is all its splendor, and that glory is 
not obscured by even saints and angels, 
whom we do not invoke, but with whom we 
join in giving blessing and honor to the 
crucified, risen Jesus. His own great ordi- 
nance is here, in its rightful position, and we 
are allowed to fall down, and, after the 
heavenly manner, worship Him that liveth for- 
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ever and ever. The praise of the Trinity, 
here, as in heaven, is unceasing. And this is 
for us. It is a privilege of such immensity 
that its very grandeur is perhaps the reason 
why we foil to apprehend it. To some, 
however, it is the one great boon of this 
life. To the truly penitent, it is the consum- 
mation of forgiveness; for even here they 
are citizens of heaven. To those permitted 
to unite in its Liturgy, whose hearts have 
been bruised by God's afflicting hand, it is 
the full realization of the Communion of 
Saints, and herein they know that even 
death does not divide those who are of the 
same fold. To those who would live above 
the world, and who are bitterly tried by the 
evil therein, this heavenly worship affords a 
sweet haven of rest and peace. But it is 
not merely a privilege. It is also a constant 
test whereby we may ever try ourselves, 
and see whether we are faithful to our in- 
heritance. For it is not enough that we 
wish to escape hell. We must love heaven 
and heavenly things, or our hopes are vain 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



The Worship of Christ. 119 

and mocking. If it be an irksome and 
wearisome task to offer to God what He 
desires ; if we allow business and pleasure 
and self-indulgence to hinder us from the 
great duty, have we any just grounds for 
hoping that we shall be counted worthy to 
pass to the courts of praise above? If we 
are contending, not for the ordinances of 
God, but for our own fancies and will in 
worship, can we think that, in all the eternal 
porches, there is a place for such a rebel- 
lious spirit? Here the subject becomes 
awful in its significance, and I press it for 
a moment, because I believe we do not 
thus test ourselves as we ought. Far above 
all the petty subjects that we suffer to 
divert us, or any of those miserable trifling 
things which in our folly we make so great, 
should roll upon us the tremendous ques- 
tion. Do you love this worship of heaven ? 
In vain will Christ have died for us, in vain 
will His ministers have pleaded with us, in 
vain shall we have given a cold and dead 
faith to Him. The very object of His atoning 
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sacrifice, and the pleading of His ministers 
and belief in Him being unattained, all, all 
is lost That object is to make us partakers 
of the inheritance of the saints in light 
That inheritance is revealed to us. That in- 
heritance is offered to us. Can we claim 
any longer to be heirs, when we throw 
away the heritage? Beloved, let us beseech 
God to give us His grace to be true to 
His will here, that hereafter we may all 
be admitted to His unveiled and everlasting 
presence. 
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THE REWARDS OF CHRIST. 

VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, THERE IS NO MAN THAT 
HATH LEFT HOUSE, OR BRETHREN, OR SISTERS, OR 
FATHER, OR MOTHER, OR WIFE, OR CHILDREN, OR 
LANDS, FOR MY SAKE, AND THE GOSPEL'S, BUT HE 
SHALL RECEIVE A HUNDRED-FOLD NOW IN THIS TIME, 
HOUSES, AND BRETHREN, AND SISTERS, AND MOTHERS, 
AND CHILDREN, AND LANDS, WITH PERSECUTIONS; AND 
IN THE WORLD TO COME ETERNAL LIFE. — St Mark, X. 

THIS is certainly one of the most won- 
derful, and, righdy apprehended, one 
of the most comforting promises of Script- 
ure. If He is faithful that promised, then 
there is held out here far more of reward 
and satisfaction than any man has ever de- 
sired ; such as man has scarcely conceived of. 
Thus is the promise wonderful. It bewilders 

with its magnificence, its startling grandeur. 
6 
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But it is not merely wonderful. It is 
precious beyond description. The sacrifices 
here contemplated involve the disappoint- 
ment of the dearest earthly hopes, the 
severing of the strongest earthly ties, oft- 
times the wounding of the most sacred 
earthly affections. The love of home, of 
friends, of kindred ; there are, in the heart 
whose affections are not utterly perverted, no 
stronger emotions than these. Nay, in the 
renewed heart, they are strongest of all. 
Such affections are of God. It is antichrist 
that uproots them ; not Christ. The new 
heart is conscious of deeper, stronger, be- 
cause holier, love for home, for friends, for 
kindred ; and when these emotions are dis- 
appointed or crushed, when the sole earthly 
satisfaction thereof is relinquished, there is 
scarcely any anguish greater. Those who 
think that such sacrifices are least felt by 
the Christian, know very little of Christian 
experience or Christian feeling. I know that 
this is a common opinion and a fashionable 
saying. But it shows an entire ignorance of 
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the effect of the love of Christ on the heart 
That it restrains grief from passionate ex- 
cess; that tribulation, distress, persecution, 
famine, nakedness, peril, sword, cannot sep- 
arate us therefrom; that it is the comfort of 
such as mourn, and the stay and support of 
such as walk in the dark valley, is true in 
the fullest conceivable sense. That it com- 
pensates a hundred-fold for all sorrow and 
suffering in the name and for the sake of 
the Master, is the doctrine of the text, and, 
as we know, the testimony of a wealth of 
experience. But that it deadens and be- 
numbs the family affections, or any of the 
earthly ties which God, in His Word and 
Providence, pronounces good, is not true. 
When a man bravely nerves himself to bear 
the surgeon's knife without a murmur, be- 
cause he knows that for his good is the pain 
inflicted, think you that the agony is any 
the less, that a single pang is deadened ? 
Doubtless, in such a man the suffering is 
really the most intense of all; for the 
bravery that will, for the sake of per- 
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manent good, quietly, and in firm obedience 
to reason, endure present pain, is rarely 
found save in those in whom, as reason pre- 
dominates in the intellectual, so does sensi- 
tiveness in the physical nature. It is not the 
courage of brutality which thus endures, but 
the bravery of refinement and delicacy. 
Who would ever say that the suffering of 
such is of an inferior or deadened kind ? 

So, when the Christian suffers the loss of 
all things, and counts them as worthless 
weighed in the balance with the compensat- 
ing love of Christ; when he joys in tribula- 
tions, knowing that, governed and guided 
and over-ruled by Providential Love, they 
are working a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory, the pain is none 
the less, save as it is over-balanced by the 
comfort, of the Divine Love. It is with no 
lessened anguish that he leaves house or 
brethren, or sisters or father, or mother or 
wife, or children or heritage, suffers the 
loss of these for the sake of Christ and 
His Gospel, but rather with increased suf- 
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fering, since, as his love for these has been 
satisfied, so has it been strengthened and 
deepened. The loss is great ; the compen- 
sation a hundred-fold greater. 

The promise is so plain in its terms that 
it scarcely needs interpretation, and yet a 
few moments' thoughtful and reverent atten- 
tion cannot fail to bring it home more 
closely to our own experience, to make it 
more real, and hence more precious. 

Most naturally, we are led first to the ex- 
amination of the conditions of the promise. 
Every man, who, for the sake of Christ and 
the Gospel, suffers the disappointment and 
the rending asunder of the ties here named, 
shall receive the hundred-fold. When are 
these conditions fulfilled? 

Most obviously when, in obedience to the 
plainly-revealed will of God, one leaves 
home or inheritance or kindred, and cruci- 
fies the love of these, that the progress of 
the kingdom of God may not be stayed, 
either in his own heart or in the world 
around him. When the will of the Master 
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and the attachment to what is dearest on 
earth come into conflict, as they sometimes 
do, and a man leaves the earthly affection 
and follows the Lord's will, then are the 
conditions of the promise fulfilled. A thou- 
sand varied experiences might be cited as 
illustrations — some of which, if we have not 
felt, we must have seen — ^when obedience to 
the demands of Christian duty has involved 
the sacrifice, if not of all, at least of one 
of these objects of the strongest attachment 
You need but remember those, who, that 
they might bear the message of salvation to 
such as sit in darkness, left home and all 
loved ones; or call to mind how some, per- 
haps within your own knowledge, hold the faith 
and practice of the Christian, havng paid 
literally all that they had for this pearl of 
great price; or reflect how scorn and hatred 
from kindred are endured for Jesus' sake by 
others, to appreciate what is first and more ob- 
viously here described. No one who has made 
such sacrifices for Christ's sake, will fail of 
the hundred-fold. He is heir of the promise. 
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But there is another point, which, if well 
considered, will make these precious words 
of almost universal application, and hence it 
is this on which now I would chiefly have 
you dwell. It is not every one who is 
manifestly called voluntarily to surrender 
home and kindred, or to sever the dearest 
earthly ties. This plain conflict between 
duty to Christ and to His cause on the one 
hand, and the strongest affections on the 
other, is not touched by the experience of 
all. Often, perhaps more generally, there is 
no such call ; but the twain grow together, 
and in perfect harmony. Yet, although the 
opportunity for thus voluntarily and actively 
relinquishing all that is dear in this world 
is offered with comparative infrequency, there 
is scarcely a person — certainly not one who 
passes through a life extending over many 
years — ^who is not compelled sometimes to 
suffer the loss of home or friends or kin- 
dred, whose heart is not forced to ache as 
one or the other of these objects, on which 
lean the fondest hopes or dearest love, are 
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torn away. Such sorrow I may call universal, 
each one of us coming in turn to the trial. 
"It is the curse of time," not visiting here 
and there one above all others unfortunate, 
but torturing each in his day. That we 
must all be thus afflicted is a maxim of 
even the world's wisdom. That most of us 
have tasted of this bitter cup in some of 
its varied forms, the furrows of sadness on 
so many countenances show only too plainly. 
So, while all are not called voluntarily to 
surrender these things, we may say with 
truth that all are compelled, sooner or later, 
involuntarily to suffer their loss. Oh, this is 
a sorrowing world, its cries of anguish rising 
far above its shouts of merriment, its tears 
of affliction exceeding the blood of all its 
wars ! Burial processions are ever winding 
through its highways. Ships are ever leav- 
ing its ports, and breaking up forever once 
happy and united homes. Its young men, 
on whom rest the fondest hopes, and for 
whom we delight to predict a prosperous fut- 
ure, march in serried columns to the dead! 
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But I was about to speak of the peaceful 
light thrown by this promise on the thick 
darkness of human tribulation. Each sufferer 
may suffer for Christ's sake and for His 
Gospel, by consecrating his affliction, receiv- 
ing it as from the Saviour, bearing it as the 
appointed cross on which he is to be lifted 
up to the Lord's exaltation. He who thus 
bears his sorrows with faith and patience, is 
as truly leaving all and following his Master, 
as were the Apostles who left their nets and 
home and kindred, and braved the scorn 
of the whole nation. Such a testimony for 
the Cross has no superior in value. Such 
consecrated sufferings are a contribution to 
the kingdom of Christ, second to no other 
in worth, or in silent yet powerful influence. 
He who suffers well, who is in adversity 
strong, and in days of overwhelming trouble 
calm and happy, is preaching mightily for 
Christ, is testifying most effectually to the 
power of the peace and comfort flowing from 
the cross of sacrifice. Surrounded by men 
who are stupefied with grief, or are ready 
6* 
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to curse God and die, such a Christian suf- 
ferer is really doing the sublimest service 
to the cause of his Lord. Murmuring and 
hardened men, whom neither the terrors of 
the law nor the story of Calvary have ever 
moved, are often melted when seeing thus 
a living exposition of the power of Christ 
to comfort and sustain in the darkest hours. 
Thus calmly, and with sweet composure bear- 
ing the cross, they are extending Christ's 
kingdom, and rooting firmly His truth and 
love in the hearts of men. Never did one 
bearing afflictions with patience and resigna- 
tion and true submission to the will of a 
loving Lord, therein truly revealed, fail to 
accomplish a noble work for Christ. Never 
did it happen that the influence of such a 
one in the interest of his Master was of an 
ineffectual or inferior kind. 

And here is a work for us all. The 
voluntary giving up of loved ones may not 
be our duty. But in consecrating our afflic- 
tions when they come, we are leaving house 
or brethren, or sisters or father, or mother 
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or wife, or children or lands, for Christ's 
sake and the Gospel's. Submitting with 
faith and patience to the disappointment and 
wounding of the strong affections as to the 
will of God, and as part of the discipline 
necessary to draw us to the joint heirship 
with Christ, who, for the joy set before 
Him, endured the cross, we are truly, effect- 
ually, mightily working for Him. 

The promise of the text is therefore not 
of a limited kind. It is not alone addressed 
to martyrs, apostles, or missionaries. It ad- 
dresses all who suffer, and includes all who 
consecrate their afflictions. The hundred-fold 
in this life, and in the life to come, may be 
claimed by these as the promise to them as 
well as to the Twelve. 

The theme should not be left without re- 
flecting earnestly on the terms in which is 
described the promised compensation. He 
shall receive a hundred-fold now in this time, 
houses and brethren, and sisters and mothers, 
and children and lands, with perseciitions ; 
and, in the world to come, eternal life. 
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You cannot fail to notice that the com- 
pensation, both in this world (here modified 
by persecutions), and in the world to come 
(there unlimited, unalloyed), consists in a far 
more perfect satisfaction of these very affec- 
tions, torn and bleeding. It is not mere 
theory that these affections are strongest in 
the heart of a true Christian. Observation 
will quickly "prove it. Hence, for this, as 
well as 'for many other reasons, if in this 
life only we have hope in Christ, we are of 
all men most miserable, for none feel so 
keenly its disappointments and sorrows. 
Other men may find satisfaction here. But 
the Christian cannot. He must look beyond 
the veil, where, to the affections, there is 
neither hunger nor thirst. 

Knowing this, let us admire with gratitude 
the terms of the promise; a hundred-fold in 
kind! To understand the words entirely, or 
even chiefly, in their literal sense, would be 
a great mistake. And yet it is a mistake 
only second to that to deprive them of all 
literal meaning. The case of the patriarch 
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Job is not isolated, nor is his history written 
to mock men, or to delude them with false 
hopes. It is not in fiction alone, but in real 
life, that we find many instances where 
patient, submissive, consecrated, Christ-like 
suffering has been thus, in kind, a hundred- 
fold rewarded ; when the Lord has blessed 
the latter end of His servants more than the 
beginning. 

But there is a deeper significance in the 
words. Has the Christian lost his inherit- 
ance ? The assurance that he is an heir of 
God, and a joint heir with Christ, will prove 
a hundred-fold dearer. Has the Christian 
lost his home? In the diligent seeking of 
the continuing city to come, he will find 
satisfaction a hundred-fold greater. Has he 
lost friends and kindred ? The conscious- 
ness of the personal love of Him who says 
of all who do His will, "Behold My mother 
and My brethren," will be far more precious. 

Yes, even here the reward is great. As 
the waters of the sea indent with bays and 
gulfs the shores of the lands where bloom 
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the most fragrant flowers, and from which 
blow soft and spicy breezes, and the mariner 
— ^his voyage not yet ended — sees from his 
vessel's deck the glories of the country, and 
breathes its delicious atmosphere, so the 
waves of this troublesome world indent the 
land of everlasting life, and into these far- 
reaching harbors is the Christian voyager 
piloted, that he may have here in time a 
foretaste and foregleam of its perfect satis- 
faction and eternal joy. 
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VIII. 



COMING OF CHRIST IN HUMILITY. 



AND SHE BROUGHT FORTH HER FIRSTBORN SON, 
AND WRAPPED HIM IN SWADDLING CLOTHES, AND LAID 
HIM IN A MANGER ; BECAUSE THERE WAS NO ROOM FOR 
THEM IN THE INN. — St. Lukc^ U. 7. 

WERE these words read for the first 
time to any one, his natural in- 
quiry would be, who was the mother and 
who the son. Let us ourselves ask this 
question, and let our attention at this time 
be given to the contemplation of these two 
humble characters, — the mother who brought 
forth her babe in the basement of the 
Eastern caravansery, and the helpless infant 
whose first sight of this world was from a 
manger, whose first experience was of deep 
poverty and humility. Who was the mother? 
She was a virgin of Nazareth, a town in 
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Galilee, inhabited by the lowest and coarsest 
of the Jews, and despised by all, there 
being few epithets more insulting than that 
of Nazarene. She was espoused to a car- 
penter, whose name was Joseph, a descend- 
ant of the house and royal line of David. 
What were . the circumstances of her bring- 
ing forth her first-bom son? A decree had 
gone forth from the Emperor Caesar 
Augustus that all the world should be en- 
rolled. Each one was obliged to go to his 
own city, and Joseph went up to Bethlehem, 
the city of David, because he was of the 
house and lineage of David. His espoused 
wife went with him. The journey was only 
seventy miles, and was often made, even by 
the weak and sickly. They came to the inn, 
built after the manner of all Eastern country 
inns, with upper stories for guests, and a 
basement for animals. There was no room 
for them in the upper story. They were 
poor, and the richer members of the tribe 
occupied the apartments for guests, while 
they quiedy and submissively accepted their 
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lot, and stayed with the beasts below. 
Here she brought forth her child, wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a 
manger. 

But there are some additional facts to be 
remembered in connection with the mother. 
She was a virgin at the time of the birth. 
An angel had been sent to her, and had an- 
nounced that, by the mighty power of the 
Holy Ghost, she should conceive and bring 
forth a son. With humility and perfect sub- 
mission to the Divine will, thus proclaimed, 
she had said, Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord; be it unto me according to Thy word. 
Whatever glimpses we have, from the 
moment of this salutation by the angel to 
the time of the birth of the son, reveal the 
most entire humility, self-sacrifice, and sub- 
mission to the Divine will. 

Who was the son? He was, in the first 
place, her son; bone of her bone, flesh of 
her flesh; as truly the son of his mother as 
any babe that the world ever saw. He was 
a helpless infant, needing her nursing and 
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care and protection, diflfering, in these 
respects, not in the least from other infants. 
A future of power and glory was foretold 
by the angel: He shall be great, and shall 
be called the Son of the Highest, and the 
Lord God shall give unto Him the throne 
of His father David. But no earthly monarch 
ever began his life more helplessly, more 
completely a human babe, than did this child, 
of whom such brilliant things were foretold. 
He rests in the manger, wrapped in swad- 
dling clothes, needing care and nourishment 
and protection, a perfect human babe, the 
son of Mary of Nazareth. 

But more is revealed concerning this child, 
— an entirely different series of facts. It is 
revealed that, in this birth, the Word of God, 
which was in the beginning with God, which 
was God, became flesh and dwelt among 
us. This was the assumption of our nature 
by the eternally-begotten Son of God, the 
brightness of His Father's glory, and the ex- 
press image of His person. The Father had 
predestined the human soul of this babe to 
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perfect sinlessness ; the Holy Ghost had pre- 
pared this body for the Son of God. The 
Son of God had assumed this human nature, 
and we find in Him not only perfect 
humanity, but perfect Divinity. This child 
has two natures, — ^human and Divine; neither 
suffering any diminution nor losing any of 
its reality, but both joined together, indis- 
solubly and forever, in one person. He is 
the son of Mary. He is also Wonderful, 
Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peace. 

Having answered these questions briefly 
and clearly, I would dwell for a time on 
the example of the mother, to whom the 
angel said, " Blessed art thou among women/' 
and who was inspired by the Holy Ghost to 
answer, " Behold, from henceforth all genera- 
tions shall call me blessed.'* Let us not fear 
to contemplate her, and her example, not- 
withstanding that idolatrous adoration, from 
which we rightly shrink as from a deadly 
plague, and which is not honoring, but dis- 
honoring, her memory. She was one of our 
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fallen race, and needed redemption as we 
need it. And at the last, she will stand 
before the judgment-seat of Christ, and be 
judged by her Son according to the flesh, 
as we shall be judged by our Brother. On 
this subject, I would not, for a moment, be 
misunderstood. And yet, in the reaction 
from this morbid adoration, there is danger 
of losing all the precious lessons coming 
from the due honor to be paid to her mem- 
ory, and the earnest contemplation of her 
virtues. Nay, there is greater danger than 
this. There is danger of ignoring the mother, 
and then the whole fact of the Incarnation 
becomes unreal, and presendy error creeps 
in where error produces the most havoc; 
and denial that Jesus Christ has come in the 
flesh speedily ensues. I appeal to the history 
of theological opinion, which proves sadly, yet 
plainly enough, that this downward course 
is rapid and sure. First, ignoring of the 
mother; then, indefinite and vague teaching 
of the Incarnation ; then, rejection of the 
whole doctrine as a myth and a fable. 
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I do not fear to call her "blessed" whom 
the angel thus addressed. I call her blessed, 
for she was the real mother of this real 
Son; and, in this benediction, I find myself 
holding more clearly and firmly the fact 
that the seed of the woman is the Mighty 
God. That she was conceived without 
sin, and that her intercessions are to be 
sought, are mighty errors and novelties, 
without the faintest apology in Scripture, 
in Catholic tradition or in reason. They 
undermine the very corner-stone of redemp- 
tion. By making it a guildess and not 
guilty humanity which the Son of God as- 
sumed, they rob us of the very foundation 
on which we rest our plea for forgiveness. 
But, on the other hand, it was of her flesh 
and blood that the body was prepared in 
which redeeming love accomplished its 
blessed purpose ; and in calling her blessed, 
we mean precisely this. It adds clearness 
to the truth of the Incarnation. It adds 
strength to all the consequent hopes. 

In submission to the will of God, in self- 
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sacrifice and self-denial, she brought forth 
her Son. Such perfect submission, and even 
joyous self-abnegation, was honored by the 
birth of the Messiah, whom every woman 
of the house of David hoped to bear. Be 
assured • that God does not fail to honor a 
spirit like that of the holy Mary of Nazareth, 
wherever His omniscient eye beholds it. 
If the mothers would hold up before them 
the example of Christ's mother in this regard, 
and be willing to give up all selfish plans 
and proud purposes, and live and pray for 
the salvation of their children and the glory 
of God, such a spirit would be honored, and 
their children would be renewed in the 
image of Christ. Oh, I cannot find words 
strong enough to set forth the intense im- 
portance of holiness, and the fearful loss 
which comes from frivolity and selfishness 
and godlessness in a mother. A mother 
walking with God, and saying from a sincere 
heart, " Be it unto me according to Thy 
word," may have trouble. The sword of 
deep affliction may pierce her soul. But she 
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will rejoice at the last with great joy, when 
she appears among the redeemed, at the 
right hand of the Judge, with no break in 
her family, saying, Lo, I and the children 
whom Thou hast given me! Mothers, stand 
in awe of your august position, and let this 
Christmas morning witness a renewed con- 
secration of yourselves to God. 

But I pass to the contemplation of the 
Holy Thing bom of her, to the contem- 
plation of the Son of God. To attempt a 
setting forth of the voluntary humiliation 
involved in this birth, would be to attempt 
what is impossible in earthly tongues, or 
by earthly similes. The proudest monarch, 
leaving his throne and dwelling in poverty 
with the lowest of his subjects ; the 
saint turning away from the delights of 
communion with those like-minded, and 
going willingly to dwell with the profane 
and vicious, enduring with patience the 
horrid blasphemies that shoot as firebolts 
through his holy soul, — these are the faintest 
analogies. But here was infinite condescen- 
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sion. He was in the bosom of His Father, 
the brightness of His Father's glory. The 
highest seraph honored Him. And yet, to 
redeem a fallen race, He bowed the heavens 
and came down, and became one of us. 
Language fails to set forth this condescen- 
sion. Every analogy is pale and meagre in 
the comparison. The Word became flesh. 
We receive the truth which we cannot com- 
prehend, and adore the love and sacrifice 
which we cannot measure. 

But there are some lessons most readily 
suggesting themselves, which we can com- 
prehend, and which we should not fail to 
apply. The assumption of our nature, in 
its most helpless and feeble condition, has a 
twofold significance. In the first place, it 
says what the Saviour himself said : " Suffer 
the litde children to come unto Me." No 
man can rightly think of the Babe of 
Bethlehem, and not feel that childhood be- 
longs to the Church. Nor can one, who re- 
members that Christ was an infant, allow 
himself to entertain any low and mean view 
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of infancy. Infancy to-day receives its de- 
fence, and is invested with dignity and glory; 
and he who takes a low view of infancy 
takes a low view of Christ. Together they 
stand or fall. If it was necessary for Christ, 
in His redemptive work, to assunje their 
nature, it is necessary for us to reverence 
them, and respect their rights. One right is 
membership of Christ, which is communi- 
cated through Baptism, and to-day I plead 
for this by the infant Jesus. 

Then, again, there are certain qualities in 
childhood that make it particularly dear to 
us. Its ready sympathy and tender pity 
are attractions that make childhood a great 
comfort to such as find comfort in sympa- 
thy and pure affection. I think the assump- 
tion of childhood by our Lord is a pledge 
that such is His sympathy, and such His 
love. There are times when we desire to 
think of Him as risen, ascended, and glori- 
fied, pleading His sacrifice at His heavenly 
altar. There are times when the story of 
His sufferings is especially grateful, and the 
7 
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Man of sorrows helps us through our deep 
woe. But there are still other times when 
we love to think of Him as the humble 
babe in Bethlehem, or the child in the lowly 
cottage at Nazareth, — times of doubt and 
despondency, perchance, when the face of a 
child that loves us is worth more to the 
drooping spirit than all the diversions the 
world can give. Then the child Jesus is 
precious, and I doubt not that the thought 
of His childlike sympathy and childlike 
love has lightened many a dismal hour, and 
soothed many a troubled spirit. 

And let us try to feel how gready the 
Incarnation has dignified human nature, and 
remember that the bond uniting the human 
and the Divine in Christ Jesus, cannot, for an 
instant, be severed. That He loves humanity, 
is now beyond the faintest question. If a 
woman can forget her child, then perhaps 
He might forget the nature He assumed, 
and which He redeemed through such in- 
finite condescension and agony. But this is 
not all. In the light of this truth, it is„ in- 
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deed, an awful thing for a man, born of a 
woman, to ruin himself, and sink to the hell 
of devilish passions and unclean lusts, — ter- 
rible for the humanity which Christ redeemed, 
to be ruined and lost ! 

There is one more thought that I would 
press upon you. You know full well that 
the Holy Ghost prepared a body for Christ 
of the flesh and blood of the Virgin. The 
very dust of the earth was thus made the 
vehicle through which grace was communi- 
cated to a lost world. Brethren, if any man 
is disposed to regard with scepticism the 
visible and tangible means of grace given to 
us, and to deem it impossible that the Holy 
Ghost should operate through these material 
things, here may we see the remedy for 
such doubt. The efficacy of these mysteries, 
the reality of the Holy Spirit's work through 
them, in regeneration and sanctification, will 
be believed when the Holy Spirit's work, 
in the Incarnation of the Son of God, is held 
in the mind, and impressed on the heart. 
Arid it is because our Christmas joy is often 
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now tinged with sadness, when the throng of 
starving souls arise from their places and 
hurry away from the Bread of Life offered 
to them at the Holy Feast, that I would 
present this thought. It will perhaps afford 
little help to those whom wilful and unre- 
pented sin keeps away. It may help some 
doubting one, who says, with the disciples of 
old, "This is a hard saying: who can hear 
it?" who looks at these creatures of bread 
and wine, and finds it difficult to regard 
them as worthy instrumentalities of so sub- 
lime a work as communicating to the peni- 
tent and believing the gift of eternal life. 
Let such a one look at the lowly maid of 
Nazareth, and ask the question, Was there 
anything in her flesh and blood to make it 
worthy of this stupendous work of the Holy 
Ghost? Were not her flesh and blood ma- 
terial and tangible? Was it anything more 
than earth and ashes and dust? Yet from 
her that Body was prepared wherein He 
came to do Thy will, O God ! That Body 
which rose and was glorified at the Ascension. 
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That Body, of which we must be members 
if we would rise to His glory. The cup of 
blessing which we bless, is it not the com- 
munion of the blood of Christ? The bread 
which we break, is it not the communion of 
the body of Christ? And if faith accepts 
the work of the Holy Ghost in the Incarna- 
tion, it can accept this truth as well. That 
the body and blood of Christ are spiritually 
taken and received by the faithful in the 
Lord's Supper, stands in the same class with 
the verity, — He was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary. Sight fails 
in both cases; but faith rises above sight, 
and accepts, with cleared inward vision, the 
mighty and marvellous working of the Holy 
Ghost 

But, having held you so long to the con- 
sideration of the great lessons of this day 
I now hasten to express my loving wishes 
that every member of this dear flock may 
have a joyful Christmas. As this is the 
birthday of the Infant Jesus, so let it be a 
season full of brightness to the children 
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whom He loves. As the heavens rolled 
asunder, and revealed the angelic hosts, fill- 
ing its lofty porches with songs of praise, so 
let it be a season of singing and making 
melody in the heart. As the Word became 
Flesh, and to-day began His life on earth, so 
let us with faith receive His body and blood. 
As the Lord of heaven to-day stooped to 
poverty and want, so let us remember the 
poor, whom we have with us always, to test 
our love for Jesus. Remember needy hu- 
manity wherever you may find it ; and 
thus prove your claim to be members of 
Christ In bearing one another's burdens, 
in self-forgetfulness and self-denial for one 
another's good, shall we find the gushing 
fount of the purest Christmas joy. 
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COMING OF CHRIST IN DAILY LIFE. 

THEN TOOK HE HIM UP IN HIS ARMS, AND BLESSED 
GOD, AND SAID, LORD, NOW LETTEST THOU THY SER- 
VANT DEPART IN PEACE, ACCORDING TO THY WORD: 
FOR MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THY SALVATION, WHICH 
THOU HAST PREPARED BEFORE THE FACE OF ALL PEO- 
PLE; A LIGHT TO LIGHTEN THE GENTILES, AND THE 
GLORY OF THY PEOPLE ISRAEL. — Sf. Zukf, ii. 28-32. 

TO the careless bystander, the event re- 
corded in the text doubtless appeared 
worthy of no especial attention. An aged man 
comes as usual into the temple ; and an humble 
pair bring their infant to do for him after the 
custom of the law. The Pharisees passing by 
would not consider such a scene worthy of 
even a transient look of regard. Perhaps, in- 
deed, one of them, standing in the temple to 
pray, might pause for a moment and thank God 
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that he was not as they, and cast a look of 
contempt at the meanness of their offerings. 
Yet this was the sudden coming of the Lord 
.into His holy temple, the appearing of the 
Angel of the Covenant in whom the faithful 
delight. 

To the consideration of one single feature 
of this august scene, let us now devote our 
thoughts. The words chosen as the text have 
always seemed to possess a peculiar charm of 
attraction to worn and weary and restless 
men. It is not simply that this is the hymn of 
praise offered by an old saint who for years 
had waited to see the Lord's Christ — a beatific 
vision promised to him by the Holy Ghost — and 
who had now, in his extreme old age, received 
the promised blessing ; it is not alone that this 
is one of the evangelical hymns precious to all 
who love Christ and rejoice in His salvation, 
that men are so quickly and so readily attracted 
by this prayer of St. Simeon. But there is 
something said herein about peace; and men 
are restless, and not in all the world — ^its utmost 
wealth, its utmost power, its utmost pleasure — 
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can they find anything like peace. There is 
something, moreover, about peaceful death ; 
and men to whom the thought of death is 
always the most unpleasant of all thoughts, 
which they would by all means banish, even 
though they must first gorge themselves to 
sleep with pleasure, are quickly attracted by 
the very expression, " depart in peace." And 
men wearied by the long clamors of con- 
science, would fain turn for a moment, and, if 
possible, see this salvation. Herein light is 
mentioned ; and men who have lived long 
enough to be sorely tried and puzzled by the 
problems of life, who are conscious of groping 
in darkness and of yearning for light, find 
themselves touched and led by the word. 
Herein glory is spoken of; and men who 
know that all earthly glory is a vain and in- 
sipid sham, and whose desires urge them to 
seek for a glory that is real, enduring, and 
satisfying, lift up their heads, bowed by a 
thousand disappointments, and their cour- 
age revives as they hear of absolute and 
unqualified glory. 
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I suppose, then, that to many of us the 
question cannot be otherwise than deeply in- 
teresting; nay, rather, to some, it must be 
a question thrilling every fibre of the soul,. 
How can we make this song our own ? How 
can we, weary, struggling, disappointed, sor- 
rowing, terrified men, say, with the same heart- 
iness as St. Simeon, " Lord, now lettest Thou 
thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy 
word : for mine eyes have seen Thy sal- 
vation, which Thou hast prepared before the 
face of all people; a light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel/' 
Surely, there must be many of you, beloved,^ 
to whom the ability to sing this sincerely 
would be a blessing which you would, before 
all things, desire. Peace in view of death, 
seeing God's salvation, possessing the true 
light, grasping the real glory, are privileges 
which many of you must value far above all 
other objects of desire, hope, and toil. 

I ask you, then, brethren, confident that 
you need no more than the mere biddings 
to consider attentively the life of this old 
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saint. The immediate cause of his peace was 
the holding in his arms the Lord's Christ. 
He took Him up in his arms. He had in 
his possession the Saviour of the world. 
And yet how apparendy trivial the cir- 
cumstances of this meeting. He goes into 
the temple, as was his custom. A man and 
woman enter with a child forty days old, and 
an offering of a pair of turtle doves, or two 
young pigeons. Thousands of such sights 
were witnessed by those who frequented the 
temple. There was nothing unusual, nothing 
starding in any external appearance on that 
morning, when once more he went to the 
house of prayer. How, then, did he know 
that here was Christ? What evidence had 
he that the child of that poor Nazarene was 
the Messiah, the subject of the glorious pre- 
dictions uttered by the inspired men of old ? 
On the head of the child was no kingly 
crown. He wore no prophet's girdle. The 
swaddling clothes were no priesdy vestments. 
The whole occasion was, in its mere outward 
aspect, as trivial as the Sight of a mother 
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and child can ever.be. But St Simeon was 
taught by the Holy Ghost, and hence his 
prompt recognition of Christ. He was led 
by the Spirit into the temple; and when 
the Lord came suddenly, the Spirit opened 
his eyes to see, and loosed his tongue to 
adore. Had he not been just and devout, 
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and, 
therefore, taught by the Spirit, the Lord 
would have come and departed, and left his 
soul desolate. But he recognized the Christ, 
and was filled with joy and peace passing 
understanding. 

Let us now turn from this coming of Christ 
into the temple, and the joyful recognition 
of Him by this aged saint, to His spiritual 
coming now. That He does come, we know 
by His own word, " I will come to you ; " nay, 
more, we know it by the blessed experience 
of millions confirming that word ; but now, 
as on that morning, He comes silently, sud- 
denly, — to worldly eyes, meanly ; not in 
pomp, not with horses and chariots of fire 
or legions of angels. He comes to His 
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temple in ways that human sight will surely 
fail to recognize. He comes to His temple, 
the Church, and is present with two or three 
worshippers. Can the natural eye see Him? 
Will the natural heart ever feel that Christ 
IS present, with no other external indication 
of that presence than the mere worship of 
God ? Yet it is even so. " There am I in the 
midst of them," is His own promise. He is 
present even more fully in the Eucharist, and 
feeds faithful souls with His body and blood. 
But what sign and wonder is here to show 
to the bystanders that He is indeed present? 
Here are bread and wine, fruits of the earth, 
gifts and creatures of God. Here is a man 
of like passions with all around, standing 
before the altar, and repeating words of 
prayer. Here are worshippers kneeling and 
tasting of the bread and wine. Is this any 
unusual spectacle? Do not all men, in all 
the world, practice some religious rites and 
mysteries? Is there anything so far beyond 
the ordinary experience of the world in this, 
as to demonstrate to all that the Angel of 
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the Covenant, the Lord whom we seek, is 
here? Certainly there is not. The appar- 
ent devotion of the worshippers, the gran- 
deur of the ceremonies, may be far surpassed 
by heathen rites and mysteries ; and no 
matter how often the mere natural eye may 
rest on this sacrament, the present Christ 
can never be thus recognized. But a soul 
led by the Spirit feels, grasps, and rejoices 
in the Saviour. To such an one, it is the 
bread of heaven that he eats, the cup of 
salvation that he drinks. He feels that he 
is a very member incorporate in the mys- 
tical body of Christ, and he returns from 
the sacrament filled with holy peace and 
light and glory, and assured of full salva- 
tion. He has found Christ present in His 
temple; he has handled Him and received 
Him. and can now say, I am ready to be 
offered; now lettest Thou thy servant de- 
part in peace. This has been the experience 
of millions, as truly as other millions have 
seen herein no Christ, and have departed 
with no blessing. 
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And here we learn the lesson : No man 
can say that Jesus is the Lord but by the 
Holy Ghost. Simeon could not have seen, 
in that child of poverty, the Lord of Glory, 
unless the Spirit had taught him. Neither 
can we see Christ present in His Church 
and sacraments, except we are led by the 
same Holy Ghost. Until we have learned 
to pray for the illumination, and to depend 
on the guidance of the Spirit, in vain do 
we watch and wait and toil for Christ. He 
comes and departs, and we are still deso- 
late. God grant to you, beloved, the will 
and the power to pray, first of all, for the 
Spirit of God. God grant that none of you 
may be for years so near the Christ, and 
yet not know it. God grant that you may 
be led into the temple, and behold the King 
coming near and feeding His saints, and 
that, thus led, you may taste and see how 
gracious the Lord is. 

But I must not omit, finally, to speak of 
the coming of Christ to the individual heart, 
through the ordinary, and often trivial, events 
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of life. Here, also, is needed the Spirit's 
guidance to recognize and receive Him. Be- 
hold, I stand at the door and knock. This 
is an ordinary event of every-day life, and 
it is thus we are warned to expect the ap- 
proach of the Saviour. A man standing at 
the door and knocking is a common affair; 
yet in affairs as small as this, Christ may 
approach your soul. In sickness and in 
health, in business and in recreation, in your 
family and in your closet, as you meet the 
rich and as you meet the poor and needy, 
in journeys and at home, in joys and in 
bereavements, when you hunger and when 
you feast, Christ may suddenly come to His 
temple, your own body and soul. 

You have much need of His approach; 
your conversion needs to be carried on, till 
your whole will is in unison with the will of 
God. Your penitence needs to be deepened, 
until the most secure and secret retreats of 
the guilty conscience are searched out and 
purified. Your faith needs to be strength- 
ened, until you become able to witness a 
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good confession, even should the whole 
world around you join in trampling under 
foot the Son of God. This work the 
Saviour of your soul would perfect, and in 
its progress would bless and discipline you 
by frequent visitations. He may give you 
temporal prosperity. Can your natural eye 
see Him approaching in the flush and ex- 
citement of business success ? Yet He comes 
at times even so, and to call to a higher 
devotion and more difficult sacrifices for His 
sake. He may send you affliction. Does 
the natural eye discern a loving Christ ap- 
proaching, when the sky is dark, and the 
heart is stricken and storm-beaten? Yet it 
is even He who would have you share in 
His sufferings, that you might be drawn up 
to the joint heirship of His glory. Time 
fails me to specify further. Yet true it is, 
that, taught by the whispering Spirit, we may 
often discern, with no outward sign save 
some little event of the passing moment, the 
approach of the Lord of Hosts, and, rec- 
ognizing Him, be filled with His benedic- 
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tion and grace. Daily life is thus invested 
with awful solemnity, its events being the 
scene of your treatment of the approaching 
Christ. 

Brethren and friends, I cannot believe that 
any of you are indifferent to the blessings of 
a full recognition of the Lord thus coming. 
What are these blessings? Peace, salvation, 
light, glory. It cannot be that any of you 
prefer the unrest that gnaws the soul and 
hurries you from one pleasure to another, 
from one care to other cares, and yet is 
never calmed to the peace of God which 
passeth all understanding. It is not possible 
that any of you should deliberately prefer 
eternal ruin to eternal salvation ; or remorse 
and fear, and terror and outer darkness, 
to the holy trust and love and joy of 
those who walk in the light of God ; or 
everlasting shame and contempt to the eter- 
nal weight of glory. Then let me press the 
question, — Do you recognize now the com- 
ing of the Lord to your own soul ? Have 
you sought the illumination of the Holy 
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Ghost, by which we are not only able to 
call Jesus the Lord, but also to feel His 
presence and His secret discipline in our 
daily life ? 

A word more. There is a coming of the 
Lord which we cannot despise, which every 
eye shall see. The Son of Man shall come 
in His glory, and all the holy angels with 
Him. And then shall He sit upon the 
throne, and before His face the earth and 
the heaven shall flee away, and there shall 
be found no place for them ; and the sea 
shall give up the dead which are in it, and 
death and hell deliver up the dead which 
are in them ; and they shall be judged 
every man according to their works. Who 
may abide the day of His coming ? and who 
shall stand when He appeareth? They 
who will see, in the majestic judge of the 
world, Him by whom they have been often 
fed, with whom they have often communed, 
whom by faith they have often handled, and 
by the inward vision have often seen; whose 
voice of warning they have often heard, and 
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on whose bosom they have often leaned. 
Happy are they who find the Lord where 
He vouchsafes to be, though spiritually and 
secredy, and with lowly and humble tokens. 
Yea, blessed are they who have not seen and 
yet have believed ; for there shall be a per- 
formance of those things told them by the 
Lord. He shall come again and receive 
them unto Himself; and where He is, there 
shall also His servants be. And that city 
has no need of the sun, neither of the 
moon, to shine in it, for the glory of God 
shall lighten it. There is no temple therein, 
for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb 
are the temple thereof. 
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COMING OF CHRIST IN POWER. 

ART THOU HE THAT SHOULD COME, OR DO WE 
LOOK FOR ANOTHER? JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID 
UNTO THEM, GO AND SHEW JOHN AGAIN THOSE THINGS 

WHICH YE DO HEAR AND SEE. — St Matthew^ xi. 3, 4. 

THE trials of faith constitute one of the 
most deeply instructive studies in all 
history. From the days of righteous Abel, 
the first man of faith, until now, there has 
been an unbroken succession of men who 
believed God, and yielded, with voluntary 
self-surrender, to His revealed purposes. 
I-Ktherto, that bright line has been traced 
in blood and tears far more, it seems, than 
in joy and peace. All along through the 
ages, the final trial, whose stem features are 
clearly unfolded by St. John in the Apoca- 
lypse, has had a constant foreshadowing, so 
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that, while the fullest significance of the de- 
scription is still in the future, there has never 
been a period in the long struggle when it 
could not truly be said, Here is the patience 
of the saints; here are they that keep the 
commandments of God and the faith of 
Jesus. Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, 
that they may rest from their labors ; and 
their works do follow them. 

The history of these tried saints is full of 
instruction, for it reveals the supernatural 
character of faith. Faith is a miracle, and, 
as we ponder its trials, we cannot refuse so 
to regard it. On the whole, the weight of 
temporal advantage and of human opinion 
and of external influence has been mosdy 
in the opposing scale. Revilers even now 
exclaim. How can men believe? They im- 
pugn the common sense and intellectual 
acumen of believers. They mock their 
seeming lack of sympathy with the mighty 
current of the world^s progress. To them a 
believer is a marvel, — a marvel of stupidity 
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and obstinate persistence in a fanatical delu- 
sion ; but a marvel unparalleled, unaccounted 
for by any ordinary causes ; a strange phe- 
nomenon brought about by strange and 
entirely exceptional influences. Yes, it is a 
wonder that men have ever believed. Yet 
they have believed, and do so still, against 
mighty odds and sore trials. For faith is a 
gift of God, and the believing have yielded 
up their lives rather than the gift, breathing 
the submissive prayer, "Be it unto me ac- 
cording to Thy word." 

Once again : the trials of the faithful are 
instructive, as giving both the character of 
temptation and the way of escape, that we 
may be able to bear it It is a history of 
permitted pain and of Divine help; the 
strained faith of man assisted by the faithful- 
ness of God. In the text we find a narrative 
of one of these trials, and of the way in 
which the Lord gave His aid. If we think 
a moment of the history of St. John the 
Baptist, we shall conclude that he was as 
sorely tempted and tried as a man could be. 
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By birth one of the priesthood, he was en- 
titled to all the honor and emoluments given 
to the priests of that day. He was bound 
by the general laws of the priesthood to 
only a measure of self-denial. As a priest, 
he must abstain from wine and strong drink 
when he went into the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation, but by the law he was bound no 
further. The literal obligations of his office, 
moreover, involved only the discharge of his 
duty in turn, taking his place in the course 
of Abia, as his father, grandfather, and an- 
cestors, for many generations, had done. 
He might have merely accepted and fulfilled 
the duties of his inheritance, bearing no pe- 
culiar burden, and no man would have cen- 
sured him. But he was called by God to 
a peculiar work. Men have been called, 
and have refused. He did not refuse, yet 
his obedience involved heavy sacrifices. And 
we need not doubt for a moment that he 
was a man, and felt those sacrifices. Retire- 
ment in the desert, abstinence from even 
innocent pleasures, the contempt of the 
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great and learned, the exercise of the 
ministry of repentance, rebuking wickedness 
of all kinds and in all classes, denouncing 
even the expounders of God's law and the 
strictest sect of the Jewish religion as a 
generation of vipers, the pain of seeing his 
work come to an end, imprisonment from 
which God did not deliver him, the cruelty 
of the civil authority soon to culminate in 
his violent death, — these were some of his 
trials. Yet, up to this time of his imprison- 
ment, he seems to have been sustained by 
the hope of the coming kingdom. As many 
were waiting for the consolation of Israel, so 
was he ; but more, he was the appointed 
forerunner of the King. He had seen the 
Prince of David with his own eyes. He 
had baptized Him with his own hand, had 
heard the Father's voice from heaven, and 
seen the Spirit descending like a dove upon 
Him. But now there was a further trial. 
The kingdom had not come. Events had 
not issued as he expected. What was the 
King doing ? Reigning with triumph, and 
8 
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putting all enemies under His feet, and 
ushering in the long-expected day of peace? 
No. He was eating with publicans and sin- 
ners, teaching and preaching in the cities. 
This was not the kingdom of his prophetic 
vision. The trial was bitter, and in the 
words, Art thou He that should come, or do 
we look for another? there is involved a load 
of depressing doubt, and of disappointed ex- 
pectation, not easily measured. 

Turn now to the answer of Jesus : Go 
and show John again those things which ye 
do hear and see : the blind receive their 
sight, and the lame walk ; the lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf hear; the dead are 
raised up, and the poor have the Gospel 
preached to them. As if to say, The full 
glory has not come. The time is not yet. 
Leave that with Me. Yet there is enough 
of fulfilled prophecy to show that I am the 
King, and that no other will ever come. 
And He adds these wonderful words : Blessed 
is he whosoever shall not be offended in Me. 
Blessed is he who sees in Me the promised 
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King, though, in the progressive steps of the 
establishment of My kingdom, every human 
expectation shall be disappointed. 

I have dwelt, I trust not tediously, upon 
the trial of St. John the Baptist, for I think 
we have a similar trial now. If there is 
any single sentiment that is prominent now, 
and that rises above the confusion of opin- 
ions, it is the expectation of a great and 
glorious future. There is a general looking 
for the coming man who shall realize in 
himself all types and foregleams of perfec- 
tion ; the coming government in which there 
shall be no flaw of defect or spot of corrup- 
tion ; the coming people who shall be right- 
eous and peaceful, with one creed and one 
hymn of worship and praise. The needs of 
the world are urgent There are many 
burdens and countless evils. Yet there is a 
remarkable expectation of deliverance, and 
that in a future not far removed. 

For eighteen hundred years we have 
looked for such deliverance, but only through 
the triumph of Christ's kingdom; and we 
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have believed that the redemption from evil 
could only be through the Redeemer's mani- 
fested power. We have regarded Him not 
only as the Prophet teaching us heavenly 
doctrine, and the Priest offering sacrifice for 
sins on the cross and making unceasing in- 
tercession for us before the golden altar, 
but as the King who shall reign and pros- 
per, and execute judgment and justice in the 
earth. Yet the Lord delayeth still, and we 
hear the cry. Where is the promise of His 
coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things continue as they were from the begin- 
ning of the creation. Yes, so it seems. 
Wars do not cease. The knowledge of the 
Lord does not cover the earth. His dis- 
ciples are at variance. The poor and the 
oppressed groan, but He does not free 
them. Then, on the other hand, there ap- 
pears to be a progress toward better days 
through other means. It is literally true 
that we hear on every hand, Lo, here is 
Christ, or lo there! that is to say, lo here 
is the road to the golden age, through 
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universal suffrage, through common schools, 
through the development of the human 
frame, through physical education, and a 
thousand other things. Well, then, are we 
not tried sometimes by these circumstances? 
Are we not sometimes oppressed by the 
secret suspicion that, after all, we may have 
indulged a foolish hope when we looked 
forward to a time when Christ should rule 
the nations? We ask, psthaps. Is not His 
work completed ? He died for the sins of 
the elect, and their personal salvation is the 
travail of His soul. Is He to do anything 
more for the earth whose dust He glorified, 
and into whose soil sank His precious blood ? 
To be sure, such a question involves the 
sealing up of more than half of all Scripture. 
It must strike out from the Lord's Prayer 
"Thy kingdom come," and make the prom- 
ised peace on earth to mean only peace 
in the bosom of the believer. Yet, in these 
days of clamor and hurrying to and fro, the 
Christian's faith is sometimes tried, as the 
Lord seems to be doing so little for the 
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suffering earth, while men, with great swell- 
ing words, promise to do so much. Art 
thou He that should come, or do we look 
for another? Surely, this is the question of 
the hour. Is the risen and glorified Jesus 
to be the deliverer of the groaning earth, 
or not? Not His foes, but those who love 
Him, ask the question, and to them, as to 
John in prison. He gives an answer. 

First, He points us, as He did St. John, to 
fulfilled prophecy as the pledge that all shall 
be fulfilled. He bids us, for the moment, 
fasten our attention upon one single point, 
that all the prophets designate Him as the 
King whose inheritance is the uttermost 
parts of the earth. We are approaching 
the end of the prophetic scroll, and at the 
end is the consummation, when the times of 
refreshing shall come from the presence of 
the Lord. Is it possible that, with all these 
predictions concerning Jesus literally fulfilled, 
that those relating to His glorious reign 
on the earth are mere figures of speech, 
poetical rhapsodies, relating, perchance, to 
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the subtle religious experience of individual 
Christians? No. As truly as Jesus was 
born of a virgin, and was wounded for our 
transgressions, and ascended up on high, so 
truly will He, as the Angel of the Apoca- 
lypse, bind Satan, and reign with His risen 
saints a thousand years. As truly as the 
angels sang on Christmas morning. Peace 
on earth, good-will to men, so truly will the 
seventh angel sound, and through the 
heavenly hosts shall ring the song. The king- 
doms of this world are become the king- 
doms of our Lord and of His Christ, and 
He shall reign forever and ever. Messiah 
was cut off at the exact time foretold by 
Daniel, the prophet to whom the angel re- 
vealed it. So, as foretold by the same 
prophet, antichrist shall appear and be de- 
stroyed by the brightness of Christ's coming, 
and then all people, nations, and languages 
shall serve Him. Our hope shall not be 
ashamed, though the earth be first removed, 
and though the mountains be carried into 
the midst of the sea. 
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Again, let us consider what "manifestations 
we have already of the powers of the age 
to come. In the coming kingdom thera 
shall be no more ignorance of God ; the 
devil shall be cast out of the earth ; men 
shall be healed of every sickness, they shall 
be raised from death ; and the creatures 
shall no more hurt or destroy. Do we long 
for the assurance of all this? The powers 
of that age are manifested now in the mem- 
bers of Christ's body. Though here we see 
the deep things of God in a glass darkly, 
yet we do know in part, and the Spirit 
guides us to more truth. Satan is not so 
bound that he can no longer deceive the 
nations, yet to the regenerate, even in this 
life, can the Aposde say, Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you. Not every dis- 
ease is cured, but the power of the Lord 
as the great Physician is often put forth 
among His people, and the sick are restored 
in response to prayer. Wherever the life of 
the risen Lord is imparted to men, there do 
some of the glories of His triumphant reign 
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appear as an earnest of all that remains yet 
to be revealed. It cannot be, after all this 
•wealth of experience, that the hopes of His 
people are to be mocked, and the deliver- 
ance we have longed for prove a delusion. 
" He which testifieth these things, saith, 
Surely, I come quickly." 

Lastly, let us bear about always in our 
minds the warning words. Blessed is he 
whosoever shall not be offended in Me. 
While, in the Lord's good time, all shall be 
accomplished, yet the successive stages of 
His work may disappoint even the most 
devout anticipations. By cherishing His life 
within us, by communing with Him, and 
studying to follow His will, we can sit with 
Him in heavenly places, and thus not be 
offended as His ways unfold themselves. 
There is danger of offence, danger of 
apostasy. Let him that thinketh he standeth 
take heed lest he fall. Never was it more 
intensely important that a Christian should 
be Christlike. Before God, I think that we 
are about to follow our Lord through a dark 
8* 
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valley, and to drink of a bitter cup. There 
is a mighty movement toward the consum- 
mation of all unbelief and opposition to the 
Lord's anointed; a movement long ago fore- 
warned, yet none the less terrible as it 
sweeps over Christian lands. We see many 
wise, mighty, and learned, fascinated with its 
falsehoods, giving to it the weight of their 
influence and genius. But we wait — how 
long, O Lord, how l6ng? — for the day when 
the lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and 
the haughtiness of men shall be made low^ 
and the Lord alone shall be exalted. For 
I know that my Redeemer liveth; and that 
He shall stand at the latter day upon the 
earth ; whom I shall see for myself, and mine 
eyes shall behold ; and not another. 

Blessed are those who can wait with 
patience. Yea, blessed shall we be, whosoever 
shall not be offSended in Christ, — who can 
see in His delay His long-suffering. His will 
that none should perish, and who can leave 
to Him the development of His revealed 
purpose in His own good time. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



XL 

PREPARATION FOR CHRIST'S 
RETURN. 

AND EVERY MAN THAT HATH THIS HOPE IN HIM 
PURIFIETH HIMSELF, EVEN AS HE IS PURE. — I, St, Jokft^ 

iii. 4. 

NO thoughtful person can contemplate 
the rapid increase of desperate and 
outbreaking sin throughout Christendom, with- 
out thinking of the words of Our Lord, In- 
iquity shall abound : the love of many shall 
wax cold. The constantly-growing disregard 
of all Divine ordinances in Church and 
State, the deepening contempt of the holy 
ministry, the strengthening of the spirit of 
lawlessness, all suggest, to the reflecting man, 
that the world may even now be groaning 
in the birth-throes of the Man of Sin, who 
will presendy appear, and head up in his 
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own person all the elements of opposition 
to the cause of the Lord, and bring a 
deeper woe upon the Church than she has 
yet experienced. I say with all sincerity, 
The enemy cometh; and my appeal is to 
Scriptural prediction on the one hand, and 
to the swiftly-developing movement of wick- 
edness on the other. 

I ask you at this time not only to con- 
sider the perils which are so thickly closing 
around us, but to lift up your heads, for 
your redemption draweth nigh. This gather- 
ing storm is the precursor of the Morning 
of Joy, of the great Advent when Jesus 
shall appear again with power and great 
glory. While multitudes, by their departure 
from God's way, are preparing to hail, fol- 
low, and adore antichrist, faithful ones, though 
in every form of separation, are united in 
preparing to meet their Lord. Through all 
dangers these last will pass triumphant, and 
be counted worthy to stand before the Son 
of Man. It is with the intense desire that 
you, beloved, may be of this number, that I 
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have endeavored to lead you to think both 
of the present peril and of the coming glory. 
I beg you now to consider the prepara- 
tion for the appearing of the Lord. It is a 
subject of immediate moment to all who 
believe the Lord will ever come, who ac- 
knowledge that there is before us the pos- 
sibility of appearing with Him, whether such 
may see any signs of the coming day or 
not. Far more important than even the 
most accurate discerning of the signs of the 
times is this preparation to see Jesus as He 
is. Beloved, said St. John, now are we the 
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be ; but we know, when He 
shall appear, we shall be like Him, for we 
shall see Him as He is. This is the hope 
held out before every baptized man: To be 
like Him, pure as He is pure, holy as He 
is holy, glorified as He is glorified, — not 
merely to be forgiven all our sins, not 
merely to be saved from the curse of the 
outcast, not merely to be delivered from the 
woe of outer darkness, but to receive a 
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crown of righteousness, to be partaker in an 
exaltation so immeasurably beyond all power 
of description or even of imagination, that 
the beloved disciple, knowing how impossible 
to conceive its grandeur, saith. It doth not 
yet appear what we shall be. The analogies 
are but faint. The foregleams are but as 
the gray light of the earliest dawn to the 
clear burst of sunlight when the day breaketh. 
It is to be like Christ, — ^but who hath seen 
Him in His exaltation ? Saul of Tarsus saw 
Him at mid-day, and fell to the earth blinded 
by the sight. St. John, on the Isle of Patmos, 
saw Him, and fell at His feet as dead. 
This glory, on which natural eyes cannot 
rest, of which the heart of man cannot con- 
ceive, is the hope possible to all who have 
been baptized into Christ, and have put on 
Christ. 

And every man that hath this hope in him 
purifieth himself, even as he is pure. Per- 
haps the exact meaning of St. John would be 
more apparent by enlarging somewhat the 
translation. Every man that hath this hope 
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is one who purifieth himself, even as Christ 
is pure. That the intention of St. John is to 
represent purification as the means of gain- 
ing this assurance of hope, is clear, I think, 
from the seventeenth verse of the fourth 
chapter: Herein is our love made perfect 
that we may have boldness in the day of 
judgment, because as He is, so are we in this 
world. The ground of confidence in the day 
of His appearing is becoming like Him in 
this present world. The possession of the 
hope in himself is because he purifieth him- 
self as Christ is pure. 

What, then, is the representation ? 

It is of a man placing before himself the 
image of Christ, and becoming day by day 
changed into the same image ; from glory to 
glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord. This is 
the sum, but it is a representation that 
should be considered more in detail. 

The one, then, purifying himself even as 
Christ is pure, makes the life of the In- 
carnate Lord the rule of his life in all 
things. True, the standard is immeasurably 
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high, for it is the character of Him who 
knew no sin. But this is the measure 
whereby he guages his thoughts and words 
and acts. His standard of prayer is the 
One who prayed without ceasing, and in His 
agony of supplication sweated from His 
holy brow, as it were, drops of blood. In 
self-denial and self-sacrifice he has ever be- 
fore him the One who had not where to 
lay His head, — the Man of Sorrows and ac- 
quainted with grief. In deeds of love, his 
pattern is the One who went about doing 
good, — ^the Friend of the poor and the outcast 
In sorrow for sin, he reaches forth to ap- 
prehend, if it be possible, the unfathomable 
woe of Him, who, bearing the sins of His 
brethren, uttered, from the lowest depths of 
a tortured, tempted, sin-burdened humanity, 
one loud cry of desolation, " My God, My 
God ! why hast Thou forsaken Me ! " 

Thus, in all things in this life, Jesus is 
his pattern. With this pattern before him, 
he is engaged in a life-long, ceaseless strug- 
gle, in the strength of God, for victory over 
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all evil. But can he ever be said to be as 
Christ in this present world ? Even with 
this lofty aim and constant conflict, are not 
the failures many, clings not the carnal 
nature still, resisted though it may be for 
years? Can any man ever be said to be 
pure as the Lamb of God? And if a well- 
founded hope of a share in His glory in 
the day of His appearing rests on being 
pure as He is pure, must not the hearts of 
us all sink in despair as we think thereof? 

To this let it be answered, in the first 
place, that whoever- makes the life of our 
Lord his constant study and pattern, bears 
such a witness in this world that Jesus alone 
is pure and spodess, as to make *that char- 
acter still a living reality. The confessed 
failures witness to the absolute holiness, 
measured by which they are failures; and 
thus one imitating Jesus, though with feeble- 
ness and imperfection, bears about with him 
the image which he is beholding. As the 
life of Jesus, when on earth, witnessed that 
He was the Son of God, so the testimony 
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of the imitation of Him makes the same 
confession. In this manner, if in no other, 
the one who, in God's strength, is ever 
pressing on in the earnest strife to be as 
Christ, is, in his degree, as He is in this 
present age. 

But, secondly, far more than this. Do 
we not know that, by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, a gift is bestowed in baptism 
which is no less than the nature of the 
second Adam, the Lord from heaven ? It 
is this Chrisdy nature, which, as we hold 
up before us the example of Christ, grows 
and strengthens more and more, nurtured 
by the same Holy Ghost who implanted it 
at the first It is of this new nature that 
St John speaks. Now are we the sons of 
God ; not by natural birth, surely, but by 
the new birth. As we grow in this new 
life, so are we more and more like Him 
in this world, and pure as He is pure. 

And now let us examine for a moment 
the manifest connection between this puri- 
fying and the hope of glory. Although the 
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promise is absolute to the one who puri- 
fieth himself, ^the connection is by no means 
arbitrary and casual. Is it not a fact that 
only the one who longs and toils to be 
holy, can appreciate and wish for this great 
exaltation? Is it not true that such as are 
here described alone hope to awake in 
His likeness? The promise, so ineffably 
grand, seems unreal to the carnal and nat- 
ural man ; and the more gorgeous the 
descriptions, the more listless and indiffer- 
ent is he. 

But take the one who purifieth himself; 
who, feeling the deadly burden of the law 
of his members, is consciously engaged in 
a warfare against unseen and bitter foes, 
who strives after holiness, who follows the 
example of Christ. How is it with him? 
Is he indifferent to the promise of perfect 
victory? Does the joy set before him — the 
fruition of all for which he now struggles, 
the joint heirship with Christ in His coming 
kingdom — fail to arouse his highest desires 
and most eager expectations? 
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And now, my beloved, I hasten to apply 
these few thoughts to our own lives, and 
to ask the question : Are we preparing in 
this, the only way, for the great appearing 
of Christ? 

The preparation consists in cherishing 
the life of Christ within us. Are we doing 
this with all earnestness and godly zeal? 
Oh, my beloved, I must declare my con- 
viction that we are too worldly, too trifling, 
too self-seeking for those who would awake 
in the likeness of Christ, and be satisfied 
with it Like children, we have been wast- 
ing these golden moments, and, notwith- 
standing our knowledge is great, we are in 
fearful peril of losing all the promised 
blessedness. When business shuts out 
prayer, when worldly pleasure paralyzes 
self-denial, when love of ease and luxury 
keeps us from works of mercy, when the 
means of grace are neglected — and this, 
too, while the time is rushing on, bringing 
us all nearer to the great and awful day — 
oh, let us not be deceived ! 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Preparation for Christ's Return. 189 

When such is our record, can we say 
that we have this hope? 

The great peril now besetting the Chris- 
tian man is a worldly Christianity, more pop- 
ular, more attractive, more seductive than 
ever before. This would fain give you the 
name of Christian, and all the privileges of 
the Christian life without any of its toils and 
struggles and self-denials ; it would offer you 
a crown of righteousness without a cross of 
self-sacrifice; it would delude you with the 
promise of a joyful resurrection without a 
present imitation of Christ; it would relieve 
you of much prayer that you might more 
indulge yourself in the pomps and vanities 
of this world; it would teach you to sneer 
at fasting while a slave to appetite ; it would 
bless you while you trifle away this solemn 
time of preparation; it would delight you 
with the whisper that gain is godliness, that 
pleasure is purity, that self-seeking is the 
Christian life, that already the kingdoms of 
this world are become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and of His Christ 
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Against this overwhelming tendency which 
affects very much of the visible Christianity 
of this age, I have felt it my duty solemnly 
to warn you. This apostate Christianity is 
alluring even us with its syren voice. 
Against all its fascinations let us place, as 
an ever effectual answer, these words of St 
John: "Every man that hath this hope in 
him, purifieth himself even as he is pure," 

The uncertainties of this life, the fear 
that these feeble words have failed to turn 
aside those who most need their warning, 
cause me to close with a saddened heart 
But, seeing the signs of the times, necessity 
was laid upon me. If the watchman see the 
sword come, and blow not the trumpet, and 
the people be not warned ; if the sword 
come and take any person from among 
them, he is taken away in his iniquity; but 
his blood will I require at the watchman's 
hand. 



1 
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THE SIN OF DRUNKENNESS. 

AND BE NOT DRUNK WITH WINE, WHEREIN IS EX- 
CESS ; BUT BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT. — Eph, V. 1 8. 

A SINGLE word with reference to the 
language will enable us better to 
understand and heed the exhortation of the 
Apostle. The word translated excess is, in 
the Greek, aamia. It means to be in the 
condition of an curwroc:. What, then, is an 
oura)To<: ? We analyze the word, and find that 
it is compounded of the little letter "a," or 
Alpha, and <ra}To<:. This last is derived from 
<yfl>(^a, to save. The " a " is what grammarians 
call the Alpha privative ; that is, it deprives 
the word with which it is joined of its posi- 
tive meaning, and gives the compound word 
a meaning the precise negation of the simple 
word. It is like our English syllable "un," as 
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we say unbound, or unjust. The one who 
is ^fi>roc, is one who is capable of being 
saved. The one who is outwto<:^ is one past 
salvation, and we might translate it roughly, 
though literally, unsavable. AacDua is the 
condition of the unsavable. Excess, there- 
fore, falls short of the true significance of 
the original. It is a condition past redemp- 
tion, a condition of profligacy such as shuts 
a man out from hope of the kingdom of 
God. Translating the clause. Be not drunk 
with new wine wherein is reprobation, would, 
therefore, I think, more nearly follow the 
Apostle's own language. The word filled, 
when used in connection with eating or 
drinking, means sated, and indicates the con- 
dition when the craving of hunger or thirst 
is entirely satisfied. It is, then, obviously 
the Apostle's intention to give, in the second 
clause of the text, the cure of drunkenness 
and the bulwark of temperance. Be not 
drunk with wine wherein is reprobation, but 
let your cravings all rest satisfied in the 
Spirit Be not drunk with wine, but drink 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



The Sin of Drunkenness. 193 

in the Spirit to the full hushing of all de- 
sires. The most moderate knowledge of 
Greek, such as even school-boys possess, 
can easily prove the truth of this interpreta- 
tion. And all of you can be assured that it 
is based, not on individual fancy, but on the 
laws of the language, applicable to all cases. 
The evils of intemperance have been so 
often set forth by coundess writers and 
speakers, whose energies are wholly given 
to this one great theme, that it may be 
deemed unnecessary for the pulpit to en- 
gage in the discussion. Were it a mere 
question of public economy, the discussion 
thereof might be restricted to the lecture- 
hall and the political arena, together with 
questions of revenue, civil service, recon- 
struction, and like subjects. But, from a 
Christian stand-point, this vice causes a 
greater evil than filling the land with pau- 
pers, and burdening honest industry with tax- 
ation for their support. It is not measured 
by the statistics of those crimes which are 
the direct fruit of intemperance, appalling 
9 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



194 ^^ »SVW of Drunkenness. 

as such statistics must be to every thought- 
ful man. It sinks lower than the ruin of 
earthly prospects, the loss of usefulness, 
property, health, and name. It is worse 
than the mere wreck of character, making 
the pure licentious, the honest man a chejt, 
the amiable a demon of hate and violence. 
The crowning evil of drunkenness, as the 
Apostle here says, is reprobation; or, as he 
expresses the same truth elsewhere : No 
drunkard shall inherit the kingdom of God. 
This is the Scriptural view of the matter, 
and hence it is the duty of the pastor to be 
earnest in showing to all the souls in his 
cure the real evil of drunkenness. It is an 
evil which is not limited to the woe and 
babbling and redness of eyes that are its 
mere superficial phenomena, nor to earthly 
losses and crimes which are only its natural 
results, but it is an infinite evil with an 
infinite result, — exclusion from the kingdom 
of God ; and what shall profit a man if he 
shall lose his own soul ? Moreover, in this 
light only can the true cure for drunken- 
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ness be sought and found; and only thus 
can Christian men find perfect protection 
from its bite and sting and devouring flame. 
A calm survey of this pressing question of 
the hour will certainly, then, be full of deep 
i^ferest to you all ; and, if the exhortation 
of the Apostle is duly heeded, will bring 
comfort and peace where now there is dis- 
tress and dread. 

First, then, observe why he says that in 
in drunkenness there is reprobation. The 
kingdom of God is a new creation, com- 
posed of men endowed with the nature of 
the Second Adam, the Lord from heaven. 
Those who are to reign with Christ in His 
coming glory are gathered out from all 
nations, and the one essential characteristic 
of them all is, that they have submitted their 
wills to the will of the Lord. It is, there- 
fore, a moral kingdom and not an arbitrary 
despotism ; and their daily and hourly sub- 
mission to the will of the Lord must be 
through the free action of man's own will. 
This is an axiom in theology which needs 
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no urging. But the essential guilt of drunk- 
enness lies in the fact that the power of the 
will is destroyed. Even though it be only 
for an hour, the man is not himself, but . 
under a dominion that prevents absolutely 
his own volitions. God will force no man 
to obey Him. Obedience must be conscious 
and voluntary ; and when the possibility of 
such obedience is destroyed, there can be 
no*" entrance into the kingdom of God. 
We need not wonder that the promptings 
of intoxication are always evil and never 
good. The will has been destroyed ; and 
God does not use for the purposes of His 
glory a destroyed will. Devils use it, and 
hence wickedness and crime are generated 
in the delirium of intemperance, and not 
holiness and virtue. But the essential 
guilt is dethroning the will from its empire 
in the soul, and making obedience to God 
impossible. It is a guilt, indeed, not con- 
fined to this particular sin, but incurred 
whenever and howsoever the freedom of 
the will is surrendered. It is incurred quite 
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as much by those who consult familiar 
spirits, and submit to the manipulations of 
the mesmerist, as by those drunk with wine. 
No man can receive the heavenly crown 
who will not be monarch over himself, and, 
as such, yield to the revealed plans of God. 
He who in any way dethrones himself, casts 
away all kingly rights here and hereafter. 
He signs with his own hand and seals with 
his own seal the sentence of his rejection. 
And it is for this reason, I think, that, 
coupled with the sin of drunkenness, is the 
awful word reprobation. That impiety is 
very daring and desperate which casts down 
the very throne of being. And if any of 
you are led to apply the same principle to 
other influences, some of which have just 
been mentioned, which work the same mis- 
chief, and with which people are wont to 
toy as an infant would play with a two- 
edged blade, you will show holy wisdom. 
He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

Next, it will help us much in appreciating 
the full compass of the Apostle's meaning, 
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to think a moment of some of the exciting 
causes of this sin. 

First, there is the social instinct, which 
leads to the convivial form. This is, per- 
haps, the most common cause. Then, again, 
there are disappointments and reverses and 
life burdens, and a man is willing to be for 
a season not himself, that he may for a sea- 
son forget himself. Then there is the direct 
physical craving, acquired or inherited. And, 
last of all, there are cases which defy all 
treatment, and which, in the eyes of men, 
are causeless and hopeless. Is there nothing 
to be said concerning this ? Nothing to a Sad- 
ducean generation that denies the existence 
of angel and spirit ; but very much to faith 
that believes in the supernatural. Look at 
the eye, and mark the countenance. Then 
read the words of our Lord concerning the 
swept and garnished house into which seven 
evil spirits enter and abide. Can you not 
detect the presence of the malignant fiend 
who has entered in, and now holds the man 
under his unclean sway? Some may say 
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that now there is no demoniac possession; 
It is purely a question of fact. If you have 
ever listened to the blasphemies of the 
trance speaker, or have pondered the sig- 
nificance of those insane ravings, which an 
eminent physician of our time has wisely and 
nobly said cannot possibly have a material 
cause ; or considered, in like manner, the 
meaning of the so-called epidemics of crime, 
you will acknowledge that now, in the even- 
ing of this dispensation, in the general un- 
belief and apostasy, Satan and his angels, 
whose time is short, enter and possess the 
spirits of multitudes of nominal Christians, 
as truly as they did the man who wandered 
among the tombs of Gadara exceeding fierce. 
This is the sore punishment of a faithless 
generation, and a sign that will soon shake 
all Christendom, as its outlines shall become 
clear and unmistakable, and its havoc shall 
burst forth like a volcanic fire. I am not 
going aside from the teachings and warn- 
ings of the New Testament, but only endeav- 
oring to exercise that measure of spiritual 
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discernment which the Holy Ghost gives to 
every one who will receive it, when I say 
that such inebriety as men cannot explain, 
and cannot cure or even faintly modify, is 
demoniac possession. I can only appeal to 
God's Word, and to the common-sense and 
faith of those who unreservedly accept it as 
a lantern . unto their feet and a light unto 
their paths. Such will not deny it, and with 
others there is, alas! no common ground of 
investigation. 

We are now surely prepared to receive 
the exhortation, "Be filled with the Spirit," 
as' the cure of all drunkenness, and as an 
effective and abiding preventive. The work 
of the Holy Ghost is to impart the very 
nature of the Holy One, even of our Lord 
Jesus Christ The earnest seeking for this 
has never, in all the ages, failed to gain it, 
the prayer for it being the one prayer which 
is always literally and exactly answered. 
And here, we assert, is the only door of hope 
for the victim, and the strong bulwark for 
the tempted. There are diversities of oper- 
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ations, but it is the same God which work- 
eth all in all ; and, in connection with this 
great peril, there is, indeed, a peculiar oper- 
ation, but the same Spirit. He sprinkles 
the blood of cleansing, and removes guilt. 
He renews the will after the likeness of the 
will of Jesus, whose meat was to do His 
Father's will 

Then, as to the exciting causes. The 
social instinct, which, unsanctified, is certain 
to lead one into open sin. He turns into 
the channel of the Communion of Saints, 
and blesses him with the conscious fellow- 
ship of "angels and living saints and dead." 
He cheers him in the midst of reverses and 
losses, bringing joy in tribulation, and mak- 
ing the sorest affliction seem light and but 
for a moment, bearing him up through all 
the false adjustments and blundering ex- 
periences of this life with the One Hope of 
our calling, the perfection of soul and body 
in the day when He maketh up His jewels. 
Where there is disease. He will assist the 
physician with the spirit of wisdom, and 
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bless with Divine power the means em- 
ployed by medical skill, manifesting there- 
with the gifts of healing by the same spirit 
And, last of all, this sign shall follow them 
that believe, — " They shall cast out devils ; ** 
and where these now riot and excite the 
maddening and cursed thirst, shall nestle 
the Holy Dove of sobriety, purity, and 
peace. He who seeks* the indwelling of 
the Holy Ghost will be cured, however 
men may have given him up. He who 
cherishes the indwelling of the Holy Ghost 
will be safe, however fiercely may rage the 
temptations all around him. 

While, then, the discussion of this theme 
may have been, to many of you, painful^ 
bringing, perchance, to the mind associations 
most bitter to recall, let the words of hope 
fall last upon the ear. Mere human efforts 
must fail, and have failed. I care not to 
recount them or their history, — z, history of 
failures to which only inordinate pride can 
be blind. At the present, the average public 
sentiment is, that the vice shall at least pay 
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for the consequent losses; and the whole 
question is fast slipping away, save as a 
question of economy. I have said that 
drunkenness is reprobation. I repeat, " No 
drunkard shall inherit the kingdom of God." 
But God willeth that none should perish, 
and the sin of drunkenness no more shuts 
out His renewing power in this life, than 
the sin of falsehood, evil speaking, or hate. 
Very full of blessed hope is the Scriptural 
view. Solemn as is the declaration that 
drunkenness excludes from the kingdom of 
God, and that the drunkard risks an infi- 
nite loss, the religion of Christ can save 
him from his sin, and hence, from die eter- 
nal consequences of that sin. It is a relig- 
ion of miracle, breathing even on the dead, 
that they may live, and making the drunk- 
ard sober and clean. To effect this, God 
asks for penitence, and the seeking and 
receiving of the Holy Spirit. The most 
wretched victim of evil habit, who to-day 
repents and seeks the Holy Spirit to cleanse 
him and renew him and make him strong, 
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though he were sometime darkness, shall 
soon be light in the Lord. Wherefore be 
ye not unwise, but understand what the will 
of the Lord is ; that ye walk circumspectly, 
not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the 
time, for the world passeth away and the 
lust thereof; but whoso doeth the will of 
God abideth forever. 
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ENEMIES OF THE CROSS. 

FOR MANY WALK, OF WHOM I HAVE TOLD YOU 
OFTEN, AND NOW TELL YOU EVEN WEEPING, THAT 
THEY ARE THE ENEMIES OF THE CROSS OF CHRIST : 
WHOSE END IS DESTRUCTION. — PhlL iii. 1 8, 1 9. 

THERE can be no sadder spectacle than 
impurity in Christians. They have been 
baptized into Christ, and have put on Christ. 
They have tasted of the powers of the world 
to come, and have received the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. They have been called to the 
most august privilege ever conferred upon 
a creature of God, — called to exhibit, in the 
midst of a wicked world, the purity and 
holiness of the Lord Jesus ; and, as a 
reward of resisted temptation and faithful 
service in this age of sin and misery, have 
had the promise of joint heirship with 
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Christ in the age to come, to be mani- 
fested in the day of His appearing as His 
members, through whom He may, in eternal 
years, make known His will unto the ut- 
most bounds of God's creation. 

Licentiousness, as it is always a mournful 
sight in any man with a living soul, is 
doubly mournful in a Christian man. It is 
more than the wreck of nature ; it is the 
wreck of grace. It is more than the viola- 
tion of the law of conscience written upon 
every man's heart ; it is the profanation 
of that Divine nature of which we are 
partakers. It is not sin against nature 
merely; it is sin against the Holy Ghost, 
which, if persistent and final, shall not be 
forgiven, neither in this world nor in the 
world to come. 

And if the heart sickens when thinking of 
an immoral Christian, the nerves quiver and 
the pulse stands still when contemplating the 
possibility of an immoral Christendom. At 
the first, the religion of Jesus Christ came 
to nations who had sounded the depths of 
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the pit of pollution. The wisest and the 
most refined, as well as the ignorant and 
vulgar, had become entangled with the wild- 
est vices, and not only did these things, but 
had pleasure in them that did them. The 
religions of the great nations made crime 
part of their worship, and offered to devils 
the sacrifice of licentious orgies. The relig- 
ion of Jesus Christ came to these nations 
as a religion of purity and holiness. It 
grappled with their vices, and overcame 
them. Self-denial took the place of self-in- 
dulgence. The fruits of the flesh were sup- 
planted by the fruits of the Spirit; and a 
victory was won, the most sublime that the 
world has ever seen. But the spread of 
immorality in Christendom threatens to re- 
verse all the precious traditions of the Chris- 
tian past, to throw away the inheritance of 
past victories, and to make that which has 
been the purifier the defiler of the race. 
When the light becomes darkness, how 
great is that darkness. 

And this is the most horrible feature in 
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such a possible apostasy. Statesmen speak 
of the injury to liberty and sound govern- 
ment that will ensue if our political insti- 
tutions shall be undermined by public cor- 
ruption. How infinitely greater the injury 
to all mankind if the city of God becomes 
defiled! I doubt not for a moment that 
God will fulfil His revealed purpose of fill- 
ing the earth with His knowledge as the 
waters cover the sea; nor do I believe 
that His Church will ever be left without 
at least a faithful few, who reflect His 
image, and live His imparted life. He can 
overrule every disaster, and usher in His 
triumph at the darkest hour. But there is 
a possibility — ^and Scripture contemplates it 
— that so vast a number of Christian people 
shall throw away their vows of renunciation 
of evil, that they will apparently present an 
unbroken front of corruption and apostasy. 
I waive the question as to whether we are 
now entering such a dark era. It is enough 
to say that immorality is now sufficiently 
prevalent in Christian nations to render 
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these days a time of peril, both to faith and 
purity. The text is peculiariy a text for 
these times. The Church of Christ has wit- 
nessed the completion of a cycle in moral 
history, and once again must gird herself up 
to the grappling with vice. In the contest, 
moreover, it has this disadvantage, — that the 
vice among us is not the outgrowth of hea- 
thenism, but succeeds generations of Chris- 
tian culture ; is not a falling away into in- 
herited vice, but a falling away from inher- 
ited purity. 

First, the Apostie gives, in a word, the 
cause of this licentiousness. " Whose God is 
their belly." Now, as ever, the cause is the 
same, — subjection of the will to the animal 
appetites. These appetites should have their 
due place. Consecrated by the breathing of 
the Holy Spirit, and held in subjugation by 
the grace of God, they are the means in 
His hand of enlarging and sustaining His 
work, of witnessing His truth to all nations, 
and gathering out therefrom a people to 
be called by His name. The life of the 
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anchorite is not the ideal life of the true 
Christian. It proceeds from the false as- 
sumption that these appetites can be only 
evil; whereas the true principle is, that, 
when consecrated and brought into subjec- 
tion to the Spirit, they minister to the high- 
est purposes of God. Immorality has its 
beginning, however, in the worship of these 
appetites, giving to them that which belongs 
to God. Instead of the love of God being 
the controlling motive, the desire of sensual 
gratification occupies an usurped position, and 
rules the actions. Instead of the self-sacri- 
ficing service of God, there is the wearing, 
wasting, self-destroying service of sin. It is 
all in a word, and that word is the text, 
"Whose God is their belly." 

Secondly, herein is disclosed the true 
position of an impure person toward our 
Lord. He may give all his goods to feed 
the poor; he may be correct in his profes- 
sions of mere dogma — " the devils believe 
and tremble" — he may be apparently zeal- 
ous in the support and extension of Christ's 
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work; but his life, — his life is wicked, and 
therefore he is the enemy of the Cross of 
Christ. That Cross means death unto sin, 
and a new birth unto righteousness; and the 
impure Christian is its worst enemy. The 
opponent of Christian doctrine may have the 
apology of ignorance, or a distorted presen- 
tation of the truth. Nay, such a one may 
have the excuse of the false impression 
received from the lives of immoral Chris- 
tians. But the professed believer in Christ 
who leads a life of impurity, has no such 
apology or extenuation to plead. His en- 
mity has the added shame of treason and 
falsehood. No words can describe the hor- 
rible impiety and desperate enmity of pro- 
fessing to walk with Jesus, and, at the 
same time, living a life of sensuality and 
degrading sin. 

Thirdly, in the text is disclosed the result 
of licentiousness among Christians: "Whose 
end is destruction." He that defileth the 
temple of God, him will God destroy. 
Whatever uncertainty may surround the 
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fate of some men, there is no uncertainty 
here. There are multitudes not now in the 
covenant, as to whose state hereafter we 
may indulge charitable hope. There are 
revealed gradations in God's merciful pur- 
poses, and, while He calls Christians to the 
highest place, there are others for whom 
He will, in His kingdom, appoint lower 
seats. Such blessed hope we may indulge, 
and we call no man outcast whom God 
does not so call. But here there is no 
uncertainty. The doom of a licentious man 
is written in letters of fire. His sentence 
is even now pronounced. As certain as the 
rolling of the days, it will come : Depart, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire. The hor- 
rors of the second death are closing around. 
** Without are dogs and sorcerers, and 
whoremongers and murderers and idolaters, 
and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie." 

And now, brethren and friends, I would 
hope that these all too feeble words might 
help you to a deeper abhorrence of the 
impurity that is so prevalent, and so seduc- 
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tive. The lesson of such a theme, indeed, 
should sink deeply into every right-feeling 
heart; and I trust far more to this than 
to any words of mine. I make no excuse 
for calling your attention to this, the most 
momentous peril of the day ; nor am I at 
all disposed to listen to the objection 
which some may be ready to urge, pleading 
that it is not necessary in a Christian con- 
gregation. The objection is entirely unten- 
able, for immorality does invade the flock. 
The testimony of burdened consciences has 
taught me the intense importance of warn- 
ing Christian people against uncleanness. 
I would have each one of you die in peace, 
— in well grounded peace ; and be saved 
from the unutterable remorse of one who, at 
the last, looks back upon a polluted life. 
There is reason for the warning. I know it. 
You know it in your secret heart, even 
while you may be forming the words of 
objection on your lips. Physicians tell us 
that we have little idea of the extent of 
these sins among reputable and professedly 
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Christian people. They call upon those who 
have the care of souls to haste to the res- 
cue. They call upon the pulpit to speak; 
and it ought to speak. It has something 
more to say than that such sins will presently 
destroy the race, and leave the American 
republic an easy prey to any people who 
have not yet learned the devilish art of self- 
extermination. It is commanded to say that 
they who do these things shall perish miser- 
ably in the torments of hell. 

So spake the Lord Jesus, even in the 
midst of His benedictions. So spake the 
Apostles. So speaks the Holy Church 
throughout all the world. 

Let me especially warn the young that 
purity is not merely a virtue essential to a 
peaceful life. With its loss, all is lost Lost, 
did I say? I am reminded to hold out the 
offer of pardon even to such desperate foes 
of the Cross of Christ. Stop where you are. 
Turn with tears of penitence to God, and 
though your sins will follow you through life 
as whips of correction, you may die penitent 
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and forgiven, and, though halt and maimed, 
may enter into life everlasting. 

But this very sermoA may prove to some 
to be the last word of hope. It is the most 
difficult thing in the world to turn back 
from voluntary vice to Christian purity, a 
thing accomplished only through the most 
wonderful miracle of grace. What, then, 
must be the case, when vice has wrought its 
deadly work of sealing every avenue through 
which the Spirit reaches the heart? 

And, last of all, the holy table must be 
fenced from the approach of any man or 
any woman who is living a life of immoral- 
ity. Dare not to add to your guilt by such 
blasphemous mockery as receiving the em- 
blems of eternal life, the sacrament of the 
purifying Body and Blood of Christ. As 
you will certainly be an outcast at the 
last except you repent, so now is the fore- 
taste of the heavenly feast closed against 
you. Repent, and forsake your evil ways, 
and there is pardon and restoration; but as 
long as you continue in such sins, grace 
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does not abound, however much you may 
deceive yourself. Let not Gk)d's altar be 
profaned by one who sins against his own 
flesh. 

From all inordinate and sinful affections; 
and from all the deceits of the world, the 
flesh, and the devil; from Thy wrath, and 
from everlasting damnation; 

Good Lord, deliver us. 
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CHRIST THE NEW CREATION. 

FOR IN CHRIST JESUS NEITHER CIRCUMCISION AVAIL- 
ETH ANYTHING, NOR UNCIRCUMCISION, BUT A NEW 

CREATURE. — Gal, vi. 15. 

BEFORE opening this great text — ^a text 
full of instruction of immediate prac- 
tical value — I desire to rescue it from a fre- 
quent and popular perversion. I have often 
heard this text quoted, and so, doubtless, 
have you, as a proof that St. Paul thought 
litde of God's ordinances. Now, if St. Paul 
thought litde of Gk)d's ordinances, he cer- 
tainly does not say so here. This text has 
not the remotest connection with such a 
thought. Circumcision was no longer an 
ordinance of God. With all other shadows 
of Christian realities, it had passed away. 
Had St. Paul intended to teach that the 
10 
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ordinances appointed by Christ in His 
Church were as nothing, he certainly would 
have said so. He is speaking here, not of 
things appointed by God, but of things com- 
manded by men ; not of Christ's sacraments, 
but rather of their counterfeits and rivals. 
St. Paul never teaches that Christian ordi- 
nances are not evermore realities. He 
teaches always, as the holy Church teaches, 
that to the faithful man the sacraments are 
full of grace, and to the unfaithful and 
wicked man they are full of peril, and in- 
crease his guilt, and add yet more to his 
heavy chain. No man will find them indif- 
ferent things. He will there meet the Lord, 
and be increased in holiness, if he comes in 
penitence and faith; or he will be hardened 
in sin, if he comes without repentance and 
in mocking unbelief. This is taught else- 
where by the Apostle in plain terms, as it is 
taught by the Lord Himself. 

The text, however, says nothing concern- 
ing Christ's sacraments, and has no direct 
bearing on the question as to their use and 
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efficacy. I speak of the frequent misappli- 
cation thereof, to clear from your minds a 
great obstacle to the proper apprehension of 
the Apostle's meaning. 

Christians in the condition of the Galatians 
were exposed to two opposite temptations. 
The first came from those who would not, 
or could not, see that the whole value of 
the Jewish observances consisted in their an- 
ticipation and foreshadowing of the work of 
Christ The time of shadows had passed 
away; the time of reality and substance had 
come. The revival of circumcision at such 
an hour had, then, a vasdy different import 
from the first institution thereof by Jehovah. 
And it signified simply this: that, by such 
suppression of the motions of the flesh as 
the natural man could accomplish, the work 
of Christ could be wrought. You can see 
at once that the leading principle was the 
same as that of asceticism in all ages. Sub- 
mit to certain external rules of suppression 
of the fleshly impulses, and all that Christ 
offers to do is in this way realized. 
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They were also tempted by the opposite 
error, which St. Paul calls here uncircum- 
cision.* It was not merely being uncircum- 
cised, but it was the precise opposite of the 
plan of this revived circumcision, — the oppos- 
ing error to asceticism. The Greek idolatry 
of culture had affected the whole Greek- 
speaking race; and as, on the one hand, cer- 
tain Judaizing ascetics endeavored to stamp 
the Christian religion with their notions, so, 
on the other, the idolaters of culture made 
a like attempt in the contrary direction. 

The Apostie warns his readers that neither 
of these plans is of any worth in the 
Christian religion ; that the work of Christ is 
not asceticism on the one hand, nor mere 
refinement on the other, but a new creature. 
Let us for a moment ponder his words. 

When the Word of God bowed the heav- 
ens and came down and became as one of 
us, He was the beginning of a new creation. 
That the old creation might become the new, 
He submitted to all the conditions of the 
old, bearing even our sins in His own body 
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on the tree. At the Resurrection, the old 
became the new; for the man Christ Jesus, 
the seed of the new humanity, having as- 
sumed in His own person the old and fallen 
humanity, and having submitted to its curse, 
was raised from the dead. The new crea- 
ture is, then, first of all, Christ Jesus, its 
beginning and its head. After He ascended 
into heaven, HLe presented before God that 
new creature born from the ruins of the old 
creature, and therefore one with the old. 
The Holy Ghost was sent on the day of 
Pentecost, and is sent now, to impart that 
new creature to us. This is regeneration, 
or the new birth, — ^the work of the Holy 
Spirit giving to us the very life of the ex- 
alted Son of God. This is God's work, not 
ours, though it is necessary that we submit 
to Him in faith. This Divine operation is 
effectual also through the sacraments, though 
they have no inherent power. God wills it. 
God works it. It is the unspeakable gift ot 
the life of the Second Adam, imparted and 
nourished by the Holy Ghost. This is the 
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Life of God in the soul of man ; first of all, 
in the Man Christ Jesus, and, secondarily, in 
those united with Him in the Communion of 
the Holy Spirit 

And we are now prepared to appreciate 
the force of the Aposde's language. In 
Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth 
anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new 
creature. For we compare the new crea- 
ture with the rival plans in freeing us from 
sin. Here is, doubdess, the most urgent 
problem in all existence. "Weary with sin,'* 
is the interpretation of the sorrow stamped 
on so many countenances. Fascinating as 
is sin, the torture thereof far exceeds the 
fascination. However zealously sin may be 
pursued, and however deeply we may drink 
of all its pleasures, the horrors still pre- 
dominate. There will be lulls on the batde- 
field, — times when torturing conscience and 
remorse, and fear and self-contempt, cannot be 
gorged to sleep. Sin is not only a tyrannical 
master, silendy yet constantiy increasing his 
chains, but he is a mocker, giving, perchance, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Christ the New Creation. 223 

all that he promised, yet torturing his victim 
with visions of hell. To a man made in the 
image of God, it is a fearful thing to sin; 
doubly fearful to a man whom the blood of 
Christ has touched. He cannot escape the 
consequences unless he can escape from 
himself; and some attempt this madness, 
escaping by the act of self-destruction from 
this life, only to enter a state of existence 
where conscience is infinitely more active, 
as all power of drugging it has been for- 
ever taken away. Yes, in the eternal state, 
there is no strong drink, nor lust, nor mad- 
dening pursuit of gain, which, like sleep, 
may allay for a season the torment of sin. 
There a man faces himself as never before. 
So we are taught, and so fears and pro- 
phetic capacities teach as well. The sinner 
feels his sin, though his shrieking laughter 
may fly into your chamber windows at night, 
and make you doubt for a moment whether 
he can again feel anything but sinful pleas- 
ure. This is true of every form of sin ; as 
true of those horrible, brutal sins which 
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seem to lick up with devouring flame every 
trace of Divinity in man, as of those spiritual 
sins of doubt and unbelief and prayerless- 
ness which distress the back-sliding Chris- 
tian. There will certainly come times — ^more 
frequently, perhaps, than any one would 
confess, save to his own secret heart — when 
the terrible fact will make itself appear, 
bursting out like a volcanic fire: the fact 
that the way of peace they know not. We 
might expect, indeed, did we not know 
these things, that it would be impossible for 
that nature in which God will manifest His 
glory, to sin without the most sublime un- 
happiness. That sublime unhappiness we 
see, and it is the one great secret of human 
sorrow and unrest, a chief cause thereof, 
before which all the myriad reasons that 
we give each other shrink into nothing, I 
say, without fear of denial, that sin is the 
occasion of human woe and unrest. It is 
this which drives men from one feverish 
pleasure to another, from one occupation to 
another, from one scene of life to another. 
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and yet forbids all satisfaction in any delight 
or gain or abode. There is a goading 
sense of guilt which may be stoutly denied 
in words, but whose secret clamors cannot 
be hushed, — a sense as real in the man who, 
in his frenzy, curses God and dies, as in 
the penitent Psalmist, who cries out in 
agony, "Against Thee only have I sinned 
and done this evil in Thy sight!" There 
is a marvellous intuition of higher possibili- 
ties, a slumbering affinity with God, which, 
like the blighted affections, will most bit- 
terly weep. There is a feeling of degrada- 
tion, impossible permanently to throttle; a 
feeling that sin is an indelible stain from 
which all pure and holy beings must shrink 
when the veil of concealment shall be torn 
away. There is the foreboding of eternal 
wreck; a foreboding not removed though 
wizards and familiar spirits may repeat the 
primeval falsehood. Thou shalt not surely die. 
I assume nothing, then, in saying that no 
more urgent question ever arises than how 
to be free from sin. The circumcision 
10* 
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party, those who are rigid in mere bodily 
mortification, have one answer. The uncir- 
cumcision party, those who would, by simply 
natural means — ^by education, and art and 
science, and physiology and hygiene — di- 
rect the natural impulses, have another. 

The Apostle says that neither answer is 
of any avail. Is he right? Observe the 
proposals. On the one hand, the sinner is 
bid torture himself with whips and nails, or 
wear himself to skin and bone in fasting, 
or incarcerate himself in a religious prison, 
or fly to the desert. On the other, it is rec- 
ommended to the sinner to study natural 
science, to join associations for improve- 
ment, to read poetry, or, by some natural 
human agency, to bring the mind into a 
state of serenity, and thus free body and 
soul from sin. Now, these are the propos- 
als. Are they . not worthless ? Is it not 
clear enough that they are worthless when 
they are brought directly to face the real 
state of the sinner, — ^his bondage to sinful 
habit, his guilt, his degradation, his fears? 
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And this worthlessness of both the cir- 
cumcision and uncircumcision schemes is 
brought more vividly to light in comparison 
with the new creature in Christ Jesus. His 
freedom from sin involves, perhaps, more 
than human speech can describe ; for as 
there are unutterable longings in the peni- 
tent sinner, so his freedom compasses in its 
mighty folds much that is unutterable, — the 
consequent peace being truly the peace of 
God, which passeth understanding. Yet an 
approximate idea of the necessary freedom 
can be reached by regarding it as com- 
prehending these five particulars: first, free- 
dom from the power of sin ; second, 
freedom from the guilt of sin ; third, free- 
dom from the stain of sin; fourth, freedom 
from the degradation of sin ; and fifth, free- 
dom from the punishment. The extreme of 
asceticism and the extreme of human cul- 
ture alike break down in all these particu- 
lars. 

But the operation of the Holy Ghost, im- 
parting to us the glorified life of the Son of 
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God, and cherishing that life within us, 
changing us, day by day, into His image, 
from glory to glory, availeth for them 
all. The power of sin is broken, for the 
strength is of the Son of God, who 
overcame when bound in the limits of 
fallen flesh. The guilt of sin is removed, 
for in His own body He received the full 
curse. The degradation of sin is overcome, 
for by union with Him we are made par- 
takers of His exaltation, heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ. The punishment of 
sin is forever abrogated, for there is no 
further condemnation to them that are in 
Christ Jesus. 

And now I trust that this brief opening 
of the Apostle's words, which are quite as 
applicable to us as to the Galatian Christians, 
is sufficiently clear to you all to render its 
manifest lessons of direct practical value. 
To a few of these, please attend for a mo- 
ment. 

Fifst, let such language as this text lead 
you to regard the religion of Christ as far 
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more than a scheme of doctrines, though 
its doctrines are alone the truth, as He is 
the Truth; far more, also, than a mere 
plan of atoning for sin, though in the 
Sacrifice on the Cross alone does the mys- 
tery of sacrifice find its true significance 
and its sole efficacy. It should rather be 
regarded as an operation, a work of God 
upon the whole man, a regenerating and 
renovating process, by which a new, even 
the Divine nature is imparted, and the new 
creation is formed within him, enabling him 
to resist successfully, and to cast oflf finally, 
the old nature with its corrupt affections. 
In this view alone is the full comfort 
and power thereof realized. The whole 
problem of the Christian life consists in 
faithful, obedient, thankful, loving submission 
to this work of the Holy Ghost 

Then, again, let these considerations lead 
you to trust entirely to that work for free- 
dom from sin, and not at all to human in- 
ventions. These will bitterly disappoint, both 
here and hereafter, and lead you through 
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a wearying, mocking race from one useless 
plan to another. There is a truth at the 
root of asceticism. But true asceticism is 
possible only to the new creature, for in the 
new creation the flesh is not torn and man- 
gled and tortured, but subdued unto the 
Spirit So, also, there is a truth at the root 
of the scheme of human culture. But the 
truest culture appears only with the new 
creature. To one bearing about in his body 
the marks of the Lord Jesus, the highest and 
best development of all his natural faculties 
is a noble desire, and one acceptable to God. 
To man, in his daily toil, going to his work 
and labor until the evening, yet desiring 
freedom from sin, the new creature is the 
one thing needful, and the one thing possible. 
To the poor is the Gospel preached, and 
from none is the new creature withheld, — the 
likeness to Christ by the power of the 
Holy Ghost being quite as possible to the 
most ignorant as to the most learned. 

And, last of all, let none despair. I 
have had to speak of sins and wild vices 
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which ought not to be even named among 
us. But it would be unfaithful in any 
Christian teacher not to say, even weeping, 
that they who do these things shall not in- 
herit the kingdom of God. Let no man 
deceive you with vain words. Whatsoever 
a man soweth, that shall he also reap. He 
that soweth to the flesh shall of the flesh 
reap corruption. Yet the Lord's tribunal here 
is not of justice, but of mercy. Therefore, 
let none despair. Any man who hates his 
sins, and longs for release from their bond- 
age, can have, it for the seeking. Seek ye 
the Lord while He may be found; call 
upon Him while He is near. Let the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thought, and turn unto the Lord, and 
He will have mercy upon him ; and to our 
God, for He will abundantly pardon. In 
the day of the manifestation of the sons 
of God, multitudes will appear, whose condi- 
tion was once hopelessly bad. They repented. 
They believed. They sought the Spirit's 
work. They received the life of Jesus. They 
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conquered. There is no wretched victim of 
sin who may not, in that day of corona- 
tion, appear with them, and sing with them 
their song: 

"Unto Him that loved us, and freed us 
from sins by His own blood, and hath made 
us kings and priests unto God and His 
Father : to Him be glory forever and 
ever ! " 
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ETERNAL PUNISHMENT.* 

THE LORD JESUS SHALL BE REVEALED FROM HEAVEN 
WITH HIS MIGHTY ANGELS, IN FLAMING FIRE TAKING 
VENGEANCE ON THEM THAT KNOW NOT GOD, AND 
THAT OBEY NOT THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST: WHO SHALL BE PUNISHED WITH EVERLASTING 
DESTRUCTION FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD, AND 
FROM THE GLORY OF HIS POWER. — II, TheSS, i. 7, 8, 9. 

THE eternity of future punishment is, 
doubtless, the most awful of revealed 
truths, and the one in the presence of which 
indifference is the most astounding. That 
the fate of a man born of a woman may 
possibly be eternal misery and never end- 
ing exclusion from the presence of God, is 
a thought which, fairly entering the mind, 
makes the highest of all worldly considera- 
tions shrink into phantoms. That one 
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human soul should be visited with a ca- 
lamity greater than any language can de- 
scribe, is enough to stir the coldest heart. 
Yet men who weep over the miseries of the 
characters in fiction stand unmoved as the 
drama of human existence and the solemn 
winding up of its fortunes are unfolded 
before their eyes. 

While, moreover, this is the most awful, it 
is also the most unwelcome of all revealed 
truths. Not alone is it unwelcome to the 
one indulging in wilful sin, but, since our 
lives are bound together by ties of blood 
and affection, it must touch with agony even 
the most saintly man on earth. Nothing, 
therefore, but the fear of unfaithfulness can 
prompt the minister of God to urge this 
doctrine. If received, it must dispel many 
a dream of safety ; it must shatter, as with 
awful lightning, many a quiet and selfish 
plan of life. Into minute examination of 
the descriptions of the woes of the lost, I 
do not propose to enter. Whoever reads 
them must arise with the conviction that the 
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most fearful imagery is used to present, if 
possible, to the finite mind, misery whose 
vast depth cannot by the finite mind be 
sounded, or by finite tongue declared. 

The simple but startling question which I 
present to you at this time is this: Is the 
doctrine of eternal punishment so firmly es- 
tablished as to demand our belief? When 
in our prayers we say, From everlasting 
damnation. Good Lord deliver us, do we 
pray to be freed from a real or an imagin- 
ary peril ? Were the argument confined 
to Scripture, the quotation of a few texts 
would suffice/ The one selected as the start- 
ing-point of our present discourse would 
alone be enough. I am not unmindful of 
the attempts made to explain away all these 
texts by those who would teach that the 
danger is not a real one. To rob them of 
their plain and obvious meaning is a cause 
in which eloquence, learning, and untiring 
zeal are enlisted; a spectacle which cannot 
be otherwise than mournful as we see the 
shepherds misleading, and the wolf coming 
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and scattering the sheep. It is one of the 
marks of the thickening shades of the even- 
ing of this age, that prophets prophesy 
falsely, and speak smooth things, and that 
the people love to have it so. It will be 
enough, I trust, to keep the mind from the 
bewildering doubts which many seek to throw 
around the Scriptural declaration, to present 
two considerations. 

The first is, that the only safe canon of 
interpretation of Scripture is to take the 
plain and obvious meaning wherever it can 
possibly hold. A criticism that would re- 
duce such texts as the one we have taken 
to-day, or the one in St Matthew, These 
shall go away into everlasting punishment; 
or. Their worm dieth not, and their fire is 
not quenched, to mere hyperbolical descrip- 
tions of punishment that has an end, and of 
a worm that does die, and of a fire that is 
quenched, — a criticism such as this, can it be 
trusted? Where is there any certainty in 
any statement of the Word of God, if every 
part can be thus handled? Ah, beloved, 
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already has this sort of interpretation borne 
its fruits. It attacked, first, the doctrine of 
eternal punishment, and wrested the Script- 
ures, which obviously teach this truth, to a 
denial thereof. It swept away the object of 
Christian worship, the awful and adorable 
Trinity. It denied the central mystery of 
the Christian faith, — the Incarnation of the 
Son of God. It overturned the great foun- 
dation of all Christian hope, the atoning 
Sacrifice of the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sins of the world. Christian breth- 
ren, is this a safe way of explaining the 
Word of God? 

The second consideration is to meet the 
oft-repeated objection that the word in the 
Greek translated " everlasting," or eternal, 
may mean "of, or belonging to eternity,'* 
and that, when joined with punishment, it 
simply teaches future, but not unending pun- 
ishment. But in the first ages of the 
Church, when Greek was the spoken lan- 
guage throughout the world, when the di- 
vines of the Church had a thoroughness of 
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Greek scholarship, before which the highest 
modern attainments may bow in veneration, 
such a meaning was never thought of. 
Greek philosophers heard the word, and 
understood it as meaning "never ending." 
Millions of Greek-speaking men and women, 
familiar, as we can never hope to be, with 
the nicest shades of meaning in their native 
language, fled to the shelter of the Cross 
from what they received to be "never-end- 
ing woe." In vain do we search throughout 
the records of that age, when all Christen- 
dom was Greek, for any such theory as that 
with which many are now fascinated. Is it 
reasonable to suppose that the scholarship of 
the nineteenth century, handling a dead lan- 
guage, can establish a shade of meaning 
which the multitudes of Greek Christians 
failed to discover? 

And this leads us naturally to the other 
phase of the argument, which we, as true 
Catholics, ever hold in high esteem. When 
the Bible fails to produce unity on any doc- 
trine, our standard of appeal is to the uni- 
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versal consent of Christians everywhere and 
in all time. Even in these days of separa- 
tion and corruption, so vast a majority re- 
ceive the doctrine of future endless punish- 
ment, as to make the deniers thereof a mere 
handful in comparison. Still, this alone 
would not be conclusive. But in every age 
the same has been the case. The seal of 
Catholicity is stamped so firmly and inefface- 
ably on this doctrine, that question as to 
this point is impossible. What does all this 
mean ? Does it mean that during eighteen 
centuries the whole Christian world followed 
a fable and myth, and that only this age 
could bring forth the truth? Is it safe to 
follow even the wisest and purest and most 
able man, turning the back on the legions 
of martyrs, and the fair circles of saints, 
and the august company of Apostles, — on 
the whole Christian past? 

Does the doctrine of eternal punishment 
seem to impugn the love and mercy of 
God? Nothing can be truer than that God 
is infinitely loving, infinitely merciful. He 
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willeth that no man should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance. But how do 
we know this? Does the human heart lead 
us to this knowledge? Look at the heathen. 
They follow the natural heart. Do they 
adore a loving and merciful God ? No. 
Everywhere, in the refined, polished hea- 
thenism of classic Greece and Rome, in the 
imaginative heathenism of Persia and India, 
in the gross heathenism of Africa and the 
Islands of the Sea, Deity is never thought 
of but as evil, corrupt, revengeful, and cruel. 
For the dispelling of this noxious vapor that 
broods over the heathen world, and fills it 
with horrid shapes and frightful imagina- 
tions, we are not indebted to the natural 
heart of man. Divine revelation alone 
brings to us the knowledge of the one true 
God, who so loved the world that He gave 
His only-begotten Son for its redemption. 
But the same Scripture which declares the 
love of God in Christ, warns us of a judg- 
ment, and of the terrible wrath of the Lamb 
in that day when the Lord Jesus shall be 
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revealed from heaven with His mighty an- 
gels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and that obey not 
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; who 
shall be punished with everlasting destruc- 
tion from the presence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of His power. 

It may be said, when the soul in eternity 
repents and turns to God, then surely God 
will receive him. But will the lost man 
repent? Can He repent? He hates God 
now ; will he love Him then ? He opposes 
Him now with frantic rebellion ; will he cease 
such opposition then ? He will be conscious 
of exclusion from God. Is he not now thus 
conscious? He will be bound to the com- 
pany of evil spirits. Is that not now the 
result of his continuing in impenitence? He 
will be wretched beyond description. Is he 
happy now? Is the sensualist happy? Is 
the thief happy? Is the liar happy? And 
yet, with all their misery, do they turn to 
God? 

But some say that all punishment from God 
II 
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is to secure the reform of the sinner. Grant, 
for the moment, that this is the case. The 
torture of conscience, the loss of health, the 
deg^dation of the faculties, the wreck of 
bright hopes, are in this world corrective. 
They are to secure the repentance of the 
erring man. Yet they often fail. Still the 
punishment abides. Ah, brethren, we are 
endowed with a tremendous power, the power 
of resisting — I say it reverently— of thwart- 
ing the intentions of God concerning us. He 
sends His Holy Ghost; we can resist Him. 
He afflicts us for our good; we can refuse 
to be taught by affliction. All this we can 
do; yea, we can do more. We can resist 
His purpose in punishment. We can receive 
the blow intended for our good, and yet 
refuse to be healed. The punishment abides,, 
but with its first purpose unaccomplished. It 
was intended for correction, but it sinks 
down, a woe without result. This is what we 
see here in time. With the same perversion 
of God's purpose continued in eternity, what 
must be the result? Punishment which, at 
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first, might have been only the chastening 
rod, must become hopeless misery, accom- 
plishing no reform, even forever and ever. 

A word, too, concerning the power of 
choice. It is said that it is not reasonable 
that the choice in time should affect all eter- 
nity. Surely, those who reason thus cannot 
reflect how, before our eyes, the choice of 
evil affects generations yet unborn. It is the 
most august trust committed to man, — the 
will and ability to choose evil or good. We 
know that a lifetime, nay, many such, hang 
on the volition of a moment. A wrong step 
is ruin for ages. A right step brings joy 
to countless millions. In the life of every 
man there will come many of those critical 
moments when choose he must, and the plan 
of the whole is swayed according to that 
moment's will. 

Now, think of this choice brought to bear 
upon the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The Atone- 
ment for sin is again and again trampled upon. 
The whispering of the Spirit is again and again 
positively resisted. Eternal life through Him 
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who hath opened the kingdom of heaven to 
all believers is again and again refused. 
Dare we say that such a power, exercised on 
such an object, cannot possibly affect the future 
of all eternity? When ages of time often 
hang in the balance which a moment's voli- 
tion sways here or there, is it strange that 
continued and obstinate rejection of the Way 
of Life, by a man with all these great capaci- 
ties and powers, should finally shape his 
whole eternal future ? 

One fact more may well be pondered. The 
kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of hell 
are both here in this world, and men enter 
now into one or into the other. The cruci- 
fixion of self, the mortification of evil desires, 
the laying hold of the Lamb who is the 
splendor of the eternal courts, all are here. 
The presence of the Lord that fills the halls 
of Zion with light, so that the city hath no 
need of sun, is here. The worship of the 
holy, holy, holy Lord, the unceasing em- 
ployment of the ransomed in the triumphant 
Church, is here. The fruits of the Spirit, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Eternal Punishment. 245 

that the blest carry with them forever and 
ever, are here. The kingdom of hell is 
also here; its selfish love, its uncleanness, 
its enmity against God, its devils and un- 
clean spirits, and its torturing woe, are all 
here. Into one of these each man enters. 
And what enters? His body only? His 
blood and skin and bones? No, but his 
immortal part. In the day, then, when the 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 
with His mighty angels, no man will go to 
any strange or unfamiliar scene ; but to his 
own, to his own, — to the kingdom his im- 
mortal soul loved and chose; to the mansion 
which, of his own free will, he selected. 

And now, brethren, the words of exhorta- 
tion need not be many, for the lesson goes 
with its own pressure to every heart. The 
value of the present cannot be over-estimated. 
The deep solemnity of these few hours of 
your existence cannot be exaggerated. Chris- 
tians, suffer not a fancy of an unbelieving 
age to lower your estimate of the importance 
of seeking the Lord now, while He may be 
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found. To hazard the eternal future on a 
theory which Scripture condemns, which 
catholic consent condemns, which right 
reason also condemns, is not for a reason- 
able man. Our besetting danger is to sleep 
when we should be working out our salva- 
tion with fear and trembling, to trifle while 
it is the day of grace ! It is a danger that 
is mightily increased, if we listen to the 
whisper of the serpent, who, at the last, 
repeats in more cunning and deceptive forms 
the old falsehood, "Thou shalt not surely 
die." 

O Lord Jesus, show us by Thy Holy Ghost 
our transgressions, lead us to tears of true 
penitence, wash away our sins by Thy aton- 
ing blood, and by Thy resurrection and 
ascension deliver us from the bitter pains 
of eternal death. Amen. 
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INTERCESSORY PRAYER. 

IF ANY MAN SEE HIS BROTHER SIN A SIN WHICH IS 
liOT UNTO DEATH, HE SHALL ASK, AND HE SHALL GIVE 
HIM LIFE FOR THEM THAT SIN NOT UNTO DEATH. — I. 
Johflj V. 1 6. 

A STATEMENT such as this, involving 
as it does such immense blessings to 
the souls of those prayed for, should be 
<:arefully examined, and carefully interpreted, 
so that neither false hopes shall be excited, 
nor true hopes undermined. Whatever con- 
clusion we may reach as to the blessings 
procured by intercessory prayer, which are, 
at the least, pardon of sin, and life, tem- 
poral or eternal, they are blessings stupen- 
dous in their magnitude. It becomes us, 
then, to inquire, What does he mean by 
^* any man ? " Does he mean that at the 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



248 Intercessory Prayer. 

request of an infidel, or even a scoffer, the 
brother sinning shall be pardoned, and life 
be given to him ? 

Now, here we are introduced most nat- 
urally to the peculiarity of St. John's style. 
His sentences are, indeed, complete, but they 
are arranged with reference to what pre- 
cedes. The peculiarity might, perhaps, be 
illustrated by a stone building, whereof each 
stone is perfect, and is supported by the 
stones beneath. So here. This sentence is 
complete in itself, — four square and polished 
as any hewn stone. But it depends upon 
the preceding sentences. We will go back 
to the thirteenth verse, where we find this 
statement: He that hath the Son hath life: 
and he that hath not the Son hath not life. 
On this he lays another stone, as it were: 
These things have I written unto you that 
believe on the name of the Son of God, 
that ye may know that ye have eternal life, 
and that ye may believe on the name of 
the Son of God. Then, resting on these 
two, he lays another: And this is the con- 
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fidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask- 
anything according to His will, He heareth 
us. Who are meant by "we?" Clearly, 
those who believe on the Son of God, and 
who thus have eternal life. On all the pre- 
ceding statements he. rests still another: 
And if we know that He hear us, whatso- 
ever we ask, we know that we have the 
petitions that we desire of Him. Next, he 
lays on his structure of sentences the text: 
If any man, having Christ, believing in Christ, 
having confidence that all his prayers, accord- 
ing to the will of God, are answered because 
he thus believes in Christ, — if any such man 
see his brother sin a sin which is not unto 
death, he shall ask, and He shall give him 
life for them that sin not unto death. Thus 
we find whose prayers in behalf of a sinning 
brother are so signally blessed. 

By the same process we ascertain the 
meaning of the expression, "Sin not unto 
death." In the first place, is it temporal 
death, or eternal death, of which he speaks? 
In the eleventh verse we find the question 
II* 
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answered: And this is the record, that God 
hath given to us eternal life, and this life is 
in His Son. He that hath the Son hath 
life. He that hath not the Son, hath not 
life; that is, hath eternal death. The two 
opposite extremes are, having the Son, by 
fully and truly believing on Him, and reject- 
ing the Son, by obstinately and utterly deny- 
ing Him. The result of the one is eternal 
life; of the other, eternal death. 

The sin not unto death is sin committed 
by those who have not gone to the extreme 
of rejecting and blaspheming Christ How- 
ever great their sin, however startling their 
peril, they have not yet forever thrust aside 
Him who is the Life; hence their sin, not 
yet sin unto death,* will be pardoned in ans- 
wer to faithful and earnest prayer of such 
as have the confidence of living union with 
the Son of God. 

There are some considerations which, I 
doubt not, will greatly quicken your faith in 
this most precious doctrine. 

Those who have fully accepted Christ, 
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and whose lives are lives of faith in Him, 
are clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
By some passages of Holy Writ we are 
carried to the throne of God, and taught 
how such appear to Him, They are justified 
by faith. They have, in Christ their sub- 
stitute, fulfilled all the law, and in Him suf- 
fered the penalty for all transgression. 
Thus pardoned and made righteous in God's 
sight, they come boldly to the throne of 
grace. As this imputed righteousness is the 
ground of all confidence in prayer, so it is 
especially the ground of confidence in inter- 
ceding for others. When any member of 
Christ prays for a sinning brother, what is 
the first ground of expectation that he will 
be heard? Surely this*: That before God 
he is accounted righteous. His prayers are 
heard as the prayers of one united with 
Christ, joint heir with Christ, having been 
truly and spiritually baptized into Christ's 
death, and having truly put on the robe of 
Christ's righteousness. He is praying not 
as a sinful man, but as a living member 
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of Christ We may look for answers to his 
petitions as we might have looked, had we 
lived in the days when Jesus was on earth, 
to see the heavens open, and to hear the 
voice of the Father saying, This is My be- 
loved Son in whom I am well pleased. 

To feel how great the privilege of being 
thus one with the Son of God, is to recog- 
nize at the same time the power of the 
Christian's prayer. We speak of prayer ans- 
wered for Christ's sake. Do we know how 
great the truth we are thus clothing in 
expression? For Christ's sake. Yes, be- 
cause, in the sight of God, the believing soul 
is one with Him. 

But still further. One sure result of a 
true faith in Christ will be the subjection of 
the will of self to the will of God. In pro- 
portion as the subjection becomes complete, 
so nearly does one approach the ideal of St. 
John,— one asking according to God's will ; 
and in proportion as faith becomes stronger 
does the triumph over the selfish will become 
more perfect, till, when the faith is so strong 
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as to be a true and conscious and constant 
possession of the Son, then is the harmony 
perfect. Between the Divine and human 
wills there is then no discord. Selfishness 
has been conquered. All wishes, all requests, 
are attuned to the key-note, — God's own 
pleasure. This perfect crucifixion may not 
often be seen. But in the lives of many 
Christians there are times when every 
thought is in unison with the thoughts of 
Christ, when every desire is according to 
God's will, every pulsation beating in perfect 
response to the affections of Jesus. Those 
few saints who are always thus can pray, 
and win through prayer as can no others. 
Now, undoubtedly there are times in the 
lives of us all — ^would to God that these 
seasons might be more frequent! — when the 
subjection is complete, when from the 
depths of a sincere heart arise the words, 
Not my will, but Thine be done. And it 
is at such times especially that the spiritual 
welfare of those near and dear crowds 
upon the mind, prompting to earnest prayer 
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for their sakes. Knowing this, may not our 
confidence be strengthened in the efficacy of 
such prayer? It is the hour when the 
things unseen and eternal press with their 
true value, when selfish desires are hushed, 
and all aspirations are for God and His 
glory. When, at such a time, the name of 
some erring one, whose sin is not yet 
deadly, is coupled with supplication, is there 
not every reason to expect the blessing? 
Does not Scripture teach us to expect it? 
And this brings us to a thought, sug- 
gested by the promise in the prophecy of 
Zechariah: I will pour upon the house of 
David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusa- 
lem, the Spirit of grace and of supplica- 
tion. This exceeding great and precious 
promise is the heritage of all who have 
faith in Christ, and on all such is the Spirit 
of grace and supplication poured. Now, 
what is the work of that Spirit of supplica- 
tion? It gives the ability to pray. True, 
and it is a precious gift. It prompts to 
prayer, stirs up the will when dormant 
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That, moreover, is a priceless assistance. It 
points out our own special needs. It directs 
the time and manner of prayer. All this is 
the work of the Spirit of grace and suppli- 
cation. He who falls down before his God 
each day, and, in earnest words, implores 
such blessings as he truly needs, does this 
through the working of the self-same Spirit. 
Hence he derives all his sense of the value 
of prayer, all his ability to express himself 
in prayer, all his knowledge of his wants for 
which to pray. But having this promise, 
dearly beloved, is there not something more 
involved ? Ascribing to this Spirit of sup- 
plication the matter, the manner, the very 
gift of prayer, may we not, must we not, 
ascribe the subjects of prayer to the same 
Spirit? If he teaches those who are the 
spiritual house of David, and the citizens 
of the new Jerusalem, how to pray; if He 
gives them the power to pray ; if He points 
out their wants, and directs them when and 
where and for what to ask, does He forsake 
them in their intercessions ? Does He not 
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direct them in these? As the names of 
some to pray for come to the lips, are they 
not really suggested by the Holy Spirit? 
Behold the faithful Christian on his knees, 
in the sight of God accounted a righteous 
man. It is one of those hours of most per- 
fect communion, and his will is attuned to 
the will of his Maker. His heart is full as 
he thinks of the glory of God. Thy will be 
done, is his sincere petition. His sins he 
remembers then, — sins of ingratitude, sins 
against light and knowledge, sins number- 
less. What has thus opened his eyes to 
his sins ? The Spirit of supplication. He 
makes mention of his own spiritual needs. 
Who suggests these needs ? The Spirit. 
He clothes his desires in language, and the 
words are earnest and burning words. Who 
teaches him thus, and gives him this ability? 
The Spirit The name of some one near 
and dear is mentioned then, and intercessory 
supplications offered, — ^that he may be for- 
given, that he may receive the outpouring 
of grace, that he may be brought heartily 
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and thoroughly to embrace the Saviour. 
Shall we stop here? The Spirit has worked 
hitherto. Has He now ceased? Has the 
Spirit been with him throughout the prayer, 
stirring up his zeal, opening his eyes to his 
own guilt, telling him of his wants, sustain- 
ing him in his petitions, and then, when the 
moment of intercession has arrived, taken 
His flight, and left him to pray at random, 
at the promptings of his natural heart? 
The question need scarcely be consid- 
ered ; it contains its own answer. The 
Spirit is poured out, saith the promise. 
Does it leave the subject of intercession un- 
touched? Does it suggest and warm and 
refresh in all the other matters of prayer, 
and not in this? You will not believe it. 
You will believe that the names and wants 
of others are suggested by the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit, as truly as are the sins to 
be repented of and the wants to be supplied. 
He shall give him life for them that sin 
not unto death. For Christ's sake, of whom 
he is a true and living member, God will 
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hearken. Because he has made God's good 
pleasure his chief desire, he will receive 
what he asks for; and the Spirit of grace 
and supplication, poured out on him accord- 
ing to the precious promise, has suggested 
the petitions for others, that they may be 
answered, and the souls prayed for be saved. 
Finally, the penitence of one sinner sends 
through the heavenly hosts a thrill of joy; 
but that is not all. The reclaiming of those 
who have erred and strayed like lost sheep 
is the travail of the Saviour's soul, and for 
this He joins His own intercessions. If 
we could but see the economy of the spir- 
itual world, we should find that the Christly 
man is not struggling alone for his sinning 
brother. We should behold the chariot of 
Israel and the horsemen thereof, — all the 
spiritual powers sent, not alone in response 
to the prayers of the saints, but through 
the intercessions of Him who sitteth at the 
right hand of His Father. That life may 
be given to such as have not yet sinned 
unto death is a theme of supplication 
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wherein Christ unites with His own be- 
loved. It is the travail of His soul as well 
as theirs. 

• And now let me briefly bring these few 
thoughts practically home to the two classes 
spoken of: First, to those who pray. Live 
closer to Christ; not only for your own 
spiritual welfare, but because you know not 
how greatly the life of some around you 
depends upon it. Much lies upon you, as 
upon every believer. Walk with God. Cru- 
cify your will. Seek the Holy Spirit. Have 
faith; and then be encouraged to expect, 
in God's own good time, satisfaction of your 
yearnings, answer to your prayers. It may 
be you are asking for a child, whom with 
faith you brought to Baptism ai;id dedicated 
to God. Doubt not — ^however great the 
peril now, however wearing the anxiety, 
however sharp the heartache — that you shall 
one day clasp him in your arms, a penitent 
and believing child of God. 

But a word must be said also to those 
who are prayed for. It is not alone the 
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testimony of Scripture, but also of experi- 
ence, that men have been borne up through 
temptation, as they afterward had every rea- 
son to believe, by the prayers of some 
faithful one who loved them. Consider, I 
beg you, the possibility of the withdrawal, 
perhaps in another hour, of the petitions 
now offered for you. God may soon seal 
those interceding lips ; or, more terrible 
still, the point of sin unto death may be 
reached by you, when intercessions are no 
longer of any avail. There is a sin unto 
death. I do not say that he shall pray for 
it. These emotions now struggling with you 
may depend altogether on the prayers of 
a mother or a pastor or a friend,— of some 
one whose supplications the providence of 
God may at any time withdraw, or your 
own delay render of no avail. When will 
that time come ? Ah, that you cannot know. 
The stars are sinking toward the western 
hills, and you know not which it is whose 
setting will leave your soul in total darkness. 
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DOCTRINE OF THE HOLY TRINITY. 

IN THE NAME OP THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON, 
AND OF THE HOLY GHOST. — Sf, MatthtW^ XXviii. 1 9. 

IT has been said that "the proper study 
of mankind is man." If the ends to 
be sought are merely secular ends, this is, 
indeed, a wise maxim. If the highest end 
of study be comfort and health and knowl- 
edge of material facts, and the philosophy 
of things seen, then it is exhaustively true 
that the proper study of mankind is man. 
Little is there of secular knowledge not 
comprehended in the nature and history of 
man. But if we ask. What is the true 
maxim of a more exalted science ? What, in 
view of the highest possible ends, is the 
proper study of mankind? the answer must 
be. The proper study of mankind is God. 
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This is life eternal, said the Lord Jesus, 
that they might know Thee, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast 
sent St Paul speaks of the mystery of 
God the Father of Christ as that in which 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge. So, also> human experience has 
proved. Let the object of knowledge be 
elevated above the merest secular utility, 
and its true centre is found to be God, not 
man. To increase in the knowledge of God, 
as Christian men are constanriy urged to 
do, is to increase in all knowledge, and to 
possess all wisdom. 

If I can be content with knowing how 
to eat and drink, and if I can rest in the 
conclusion that there is nothing real that is 
not natural; that I myself am nothing but 
matter; that my soul is only a subtle ma- 
terial substance, and that I differ in no 
essential point from the sponge in my 
bath; that, after all, I am only a developed 
oyster, made different from my brother 
shell-fish only through generations of an- 
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cestral discontent and conflict and natural 
selection, and that my descendants may sink 
again through generations of retrogression 
to the oyster-bed, — if I can believe all this, 
and that all my vast and seemingly immortal 
yearnings are but the eccentricities of proto- 
plasm ; in a word, if there is nothing to 
be known beyond material facts, then the 
central point of human inquiry is man. 

But as soon as I begin to study abso- 
lute and unseen things, and to find them 
real ; as soon as I begin to see that wis- 
dom must comprehend beauty and good- 
ness, truth and justice, and the like, then 
the range of vision sweeps above man, and 
beholds God; and to know all things aright, 
I find that I must know Him. 

The knowledge of God is never, then, 
to be represented as a thing of indifferent 
value. It is the one thing needful. It is 
light for those sitting in darkness. It is 
the fulness of knowledge. It is, in the 
words of our blessed Lord, life eternal. 
The right view of God involves right views 
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of all things. The wrong view of God 
equally involves error in all departments of 
human inquiry and human activity. 

God has revealed Himself as One God 
in Three Persons. 

In the words of the creed of St Atha- 
nasius, the Catholic faith is this: That we 
worship One God in Trinity, and Trinity 
in unity; 

Neither confounding the Persons, nor 
dividing the substance. 

For there is One Person of the Father, 
another of the Son, and another of the 
Holy Ghost 

But the Godhead of the Father, of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost is all One, — 
the Glory equal, and the Majesty co-eternal. 

Such as the Father is, such is the Son, 
and such is the Holy Ghost 

The Father uncreate, the Son uncreate, and 
the Holy Ghost uncreate. 

The Father incomprehensible, the Son in- 
comprehensible, and the Holy Ghost incom- 
prehensible. 
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The Father eternal, the Son eternal, and 
the Holy Ghost eternal. 

And yet there are not three eternals, but 
One eternal. 

As also there are not three incomprehens- 
ible, nor three uncreated ; but One Uncreated 
and One Incomprehensible. 

So, likewise, the Father is Almighty, the 
Son is Almighty, and the Holy Ghost Al- 
mighty. 

And yet there are not three almighties, 
but One Almighty. 

So the Father is God, the Son is God, and 
the Holy Ghost is God. 

And yet there are not three Gods, but 
One God. 

So likewise the Father is Lord, the Son 
is Lord, and the Holy Ghost is Lord. 

And yet not three Lords, but One 
Lord. 

For like as we are compelled by the 
Christian verity to acknowledge every Per- 
son by Himself to be God and Lord, 

So we are forbidden by the Catholic relig- 
12 
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ion to say, There be three Gods, or three 
Lords. 

The Father is made of none ; neither 
created nor begotten. 

The Son is of the Father alone ; not made 
nor created, but begotten. 

The Holy Ghost is of the Father and of 
the Son ; neither made nor created, but 
proceeding. 

So there is One Father, not three Fath- 
ers; One Son, not three Sons; One Holy 
Ghost, not three Holy Ghosts. 

And in this Trinity none is afore or 
after other; none is greater or less than 
another ; 

But the whole three Persons are co-eter- 
nal together, and co-equal. 

So that in all things, as is aforesaid, the 
Unity in Trinity and Trinity in Unity is to 
be worshipped. 

Such is the Catholic faith concerning 
God. That it is the revelation made by 
Him who is the Revealer, the Word of 
God, the only-begotten Son of God, whc^ 
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hath declared God; that every baptized 
Christian man from the beginning received 
it as a mystery of faith, when he was bap- 
tized in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; that 
without it, the New Testament is full of 
unmeaning expressions, susceptible of a nat- 
ural explanation only when the Unity in 
Trinity and Trinity in Unity is received and 
believed ; that the denial thereof was declared 
promptly by the testimony of the Catholic 
Church to be a novelty and an error ; and 
that it comes to us as a direct reflection of 
that unapproachable light in which God 
dwelleth as the very object of heavenly 
worship, as the theme^of saints' and seraphs' 
song, — ^all this you scarcely need be told. 

The history of this doctrine, as well as the 
clear utterance of Scripture, and the testi- 
mony of the Church, has been the vindication 
of its Divine origin. It has been the glory of 
the Christian Church. It will be its glory 
forever. It has floated above the flood of 
forgetfulness in which have been buried the 
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myriad speculations of human philosophy. 
It has filled all lands with the praises of the 
Triune God, and enshrined the heavenly 
ascription to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
in every tongue. Human theories of God 
have been local and temporary. This faith 
has been enduring and universal, filling with 
holy satisfaction the wisest of our race, and 
giving light and peace to the ignorant and 
the lowly. 

But let us examine this faith more closely. 
It is not, in the first place, asserted that one 
is the same as three, or that three is the 
same as one. It proceeds, indeed, upon the 
postulate that God is incomprehensible, and 
that no revelation concerning Him can be 
fully grasped by finite minds. The same 
remark must also be made with reference 
to any truth concerning God. His eternity. 
His Omnipresence, His Providence, all defy 
explanation. They are all mysteries, not 
against, but above human reason, as far as 
God is greater than man. Yet we can see 
that unity of substance is one thing, and 
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simplicity of person quite another, and that 
a threefold personal distinction in no way 
involves the denial of a numerical unity. 
The incomprehensible is not the irrational, 
nor are things above reason opposed thereto. 
The great Catholic Creed that I have cited 
teaches us, line upon line, to repudiate all 
speculations that would involve the existence 
of three Gods. In the heat of controversy, 
much has been said that ought not to have 
been said, and zeal to defend the Trinity 
has sometimes been led, by the pride of 
human intellect, to the assertion of virtual 
tritheism. I would fain believe that much 
of the denial of this iruth is chargeable to 
the distorted presentation thereof. Some, 
who for years have denied this faith, feel- 
ing that the unity of the Godhead was at- 
tacked, and who have afterward embraced 
it as the revelation of Him whom we wor- 
ship, have said that they were misled quite 
as much by its professed friends as by its 
foes. Alas, beloved, let us mourn over the 
pride of human intellect, which, in defending, 
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has perverted the truth. Let us cease to 
rationalize upon the mystery. Let us also, 
believing that to many honest and inquiring 
minds and earnest souls the truth will be 
welcome where human speculation thereon 
has been resisted, present the Catholic faith 
contained in the great creeds of Christen- 
dom as the olive-branch of peace. 

But while it is a mystery above reason, 
yet reason can discern how thus God has 
mercifully solved some of the most agoniz- 
ing problems ever suggested by the human 
intellect 

And, first, that old problem concerning the 
eternity of the Knowing One. Did He 
know from all eternity ? But where was 
the known ? and where was knowledge ? 
Knowledge involves something known, and 
this involves knowledge. Knowing, known, 
knowledge, is the trinity, as it were, of all 
intelligence. Yet the things that are seen 
are temporal. Creation is finite in time as 
well as space. There was a period from 
everlasting when creation was not. Yet 
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God was from everlasting and ever-know- 
ing. But the difficulty has been felt, and 
felt deeply, that the knowing without the 
known was not simply incomprehensible, but 
a manifest absurdity. The attempt to solve 
the problem led, in one direction, to the 
assertion of the eternity of creation ; in 
another, to the denial of the eternal exist- 
ence of God ; in another, to the belief in 
many Gods ; and in still another, to the 
belief that God was Nature, and Nature 
God. 

Observe, now, I beg you, how the revela- 
tion of the blessed Trinity dispels the phil- 
osophic nightmare. 

The One God is Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost : the Son is the bosom of the Father, 
begotten from all eternity, yet uncreated 
and eternal ; the Holy Ghost from all eter- 
nity uncreated, not begotten, but proceeding. 
Here is the eternal knowing, known, knowl- 
edge ; from everlasting, One in substance. 
Three in personality. Take this revealed 
fact away, and philosophy again flies into 
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the darkness, and lands in the dreary con- 
ceptions of the Pantheist, or the degrading 
superstition of the believer in many Gods. 
There is no escaping it ; and the history of 
philosophy does prove that only Trinity in 
Unity and Unity in Trinity can enable us 
to reach the thought of God before crea- 
tion, and apprehend Him as the Eternal 
One, wise and powerful. 

We may say, I think, that it is impossible 
to rest ultimately in the conception of the 
Divine Being as One in simplicity. That 
Being cannot be One in simplicity. He can 
be One in Trinity. And thus the Catholic 
doctrine of the Trinity, so far from interfer- 
ing with the Unity of the Godhead, is the 
very defence and bulwark of that Unity. 

But again : Apart from this doctrine, there 
is no God in whose permanent, unchanging 
love we can have absolute confidence. The 
belief in a Supreme Being, the Creator of 
the world, is not in itself joy and peace. It 
becomes this in contrast with the forlorn 
desolation of atheism, as it embraces belief 
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in the Fatherhood of God. Does not the 
term Father imply its correlate, a Son? If 
there be no Son begotten from eternity, 
then there is no Father from eternity. How, 
then, can we call God the Eternal Father? 
Nay, more, how can we say that God is 
Love? You tell me that there was a time 
when He had no well-beloved Son. Then 
there was a time when [He was unloving, — 
a time when He was One Person alone in 
the Universe, shut in upon Himself. Then 
His love is not eternal, not essential, not 
unchangeable, not active from everlasting to 
everlasting. You say there was a time 
when He began to love, and you would 
teach me to believe this. Then the horrible 
suggestion will occur to me, that there may 
be another time when He shall cease to love. 
How can I rest thus in His enduring love ? 
If there be no uncreated first and only- 
begotten linked with us and linked with the 
Father, then where is my hope of blessed 
eternal destiny? If He was content to be 
alone, blessing no living thing, and receiving 
12* 
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blessing from none, then may He not quench 
these lights of creation as suddenly as He 
kindled them? May not His love flash as 
a bright meteor over the heavens; and then 
leave all in the desolation and blackness 
that was of old? May He not annihilate 
the work in which He now delights, and 
which He temporarily loves, and draw 
around Him a second time those black cur- 
tains of eternal silence ? 

Ah, beloved, strike at the Trinity, and you 
strike at the Unity of God. Strike at the 
Eternal Son, and you destroy the Eternal 
Father, the God of everlasting love ; and 
the only basis of hope of eternal bless- 
edness is swept away. All is doubt and 
gloom, and we sink into the miry pit of 
the Atheist, and mutter in our despair or 
scream in our hellish pleasure, "There is no 
God!" Hence it is that "Whosoever will 
be saved, before all things it is necessary 
that he hold the Catholic faith. 

"And the Catholic faith is this: That we 
worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in 
Unity." 
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XVIII. 

THE RESURRECTION OF THE 
BODY. 

FOR WE KNOW THAT THE WHOLE CREATION 
GROANETH AND TRAVAILETH IN PAIN TOGETHER UN- 
TIL now; AND NOT ONLY THEY, BUT OURSELVES ALSO, 
WHICH HAVE THE FIRST FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT, EVEN 
WE OURSELVES GROAN WITHIN OURSELVES, WAITING 
FOR THE ADOPTION, TO WIT, THE REDEMPTION OF OUR 

BODY. — Romans^ viii. 22, 23. 

THIS passage abounds in several fig- 
urative expressions, which it may be 
well to explain, that we may see the 
statement in a plainer dress. The whole 
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain 
until now. They were fruitless birth-pains. 
Until now the whole creation has had a 
long day of trouble and of rebuke and 
of provocation, for the children came to 
the birth, and there has, until now, been 
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no strength to bring forth. In painful 
yearnings never satisfied, in gropings in 
agony for what they never found, in stretch- 
ing forth of the hands in cries for help 
and light to which there was no reply save 
mocking echoes, — thus has the whole crea- 
tion groaned and travailed until now. 

Our condition is different The answer 
has come at last. The resurrection mom 
has flashed its golden sunlight on the chilly 
gloom. There can be no longer fruitless 
pain. And yet we are not in full posses- 
sion of the promised satisfaction. We have 
the first-fruits of the Spirit; that is to say, 
we are justified, forgiven ; we are strength- 
ened in temptation ; we are the recipients of 
sanctifying influence; we are assured of final 
possession of all that is promised. Every- 
thing that the Spirit can do here, while we 
are in this life and this natural body, has 
been done; a blessed relief to the travail- 
ing creation. And yet we long for the 
glories in reserve. We ourselves yearn for 
the adoption, to wit, the redemption of the 
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body. We are joint-heirs with Christ, the 
risen and exalted Son of God. We long 
to be as He is, — like Him ; to live, not in 
this corrupt and dying body, but as sons 
of God, in the glorified immortal body like 
that of the risen Christ. Stripped, there- 
fore, of all figure, the statement of the Apos- 
tle is this: On account of sin and death, 
all men were in a condition of great mis- 
ery until the resurrection of Christ, and 
all — some consciously, others unconsciously 
— longing for freedom from sin and death. 
This freedom is pledged by the resurrec- 
tion of Christ; and with it, such satisfac- 
tion of all longings, that we must groan 
within ourselves waiting for that final con- 
summation and bliss, — ^a glorified body and 
a sinless souL 

Conscience, and those mysterious intuitions 
that have never forsaken men, were quite 
sufficient to keep all in a state of groaning 
and fruitless travail. In view of sin and 
death, there would ever rise up a conscious- 
ness and an apprehension of unknown dan- 
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ger, like the sullen roar of ocean waves on 
a dark and stormy coast, — evidently near at 
hand, but not seen, not known. While men 
were engrossed with the cares and climbings, 
and fears and gratifications, of this world, 
these apprehensions were, perhaps, to a large 
extent suppressed. Still, there they were, 
deep down in the hearts, and at timies they 
would • breathe out in yearnings after some 
help — to come they knew not whence— or 
burst forth in dreadful cries of alarm and 
despair. 

By an absolute atheism, these natural out- 
lets were sometimes closed. But the re- 
strained feelings spread like a disease, and 
burned like a volcanic fire. St Paul was 
right. He used here no hyperbole. For we 
know the whole creation groaneth and trav- 
aileth in pain together until now. Conscious- 
ness of guilt and dread of death were bur- 
dens on the human soul which had never 
been removed, and could never be removed, 
until the resurrection of Christ Conscious- 
ness of guilt and dread of death had led the 
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anxious spirit of man to horrible and excru- 
ciating suffering, but never to satisfaction. 
They had forced men to the most profound 
and abstruse thinking. But philosophy did 
not end the travail. It continued, without 
end and without issue, till the resurrection 
of Jesus. 

Then came the long-wished-for revela- 
tion. Jesus died and rose again. Even so 
them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with Him. As in Adam all die, even 
so in Christ shall all be made alive. 
Flesh and blood cannot, indeed, enter the 
kingdom of God. But there is a spiritual 
body, and we shall be changed from natural 
to spiritual, , from corruption to incorruption, 
from dishonor to glory, from weakness to 
power. We bear now the image of the 
earthly sinful Adam. But we shall bear 
the image of the heavenly sinless Christ; 
shall rise as He rose, with a real but a 
glorified and spiritual body. 

The subject opened by the text is one of 
intense moment. The contemplation of it 
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can scarcely fail to make us long for the 
adoption, to wit, the redemption of the body ; 
to quicken our desires and aspirations for 
the perfect consummation and bliss of body 
and soul in God's eternal and everlasting 
kingdom. Let us consider briefly the high- 
est result ever reached by the purest 
and keenest heathen speculation on these 
agonizing problems of death and future 
existence, as compared with the faith of the 
Christian. Let us hear its profoundest wis- 
dom, and let it be brought into the compar- 
ison with the faith of babes in Christ, — of 
the weakest litde one who bows at the 
name of Jesus, and believes in the resur- 
rection of the body. 

An immortality of the soul was be- 
lieved, and proved by abstract reasoning. 
There is something in our nature which is 
deathless, — so reasoned the sages. There 
must be an endless life, — said the best and 
the purest. But what is that deathless 
something? What is that endless life? Just 
here it is that the unsatisfactory nature of 
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the best and most profound speculation is 
plainly seen. An endless life of the thinking 
principle, of the faculty of pure intelligence, 
or of the faculty of self-determination, was 
the most precious treasure philosophy could 
grasp. Speculation could reach no further. 
This was the result of the most patient, 
abstruse, and painstaking thought. We need 
not pause to discuss other heathen theories. 
This was the best and the most likely of 
all to satisfy humanity's cravings, and end 
humanity's travail. The purely rational ele- 
ments of the soul would be immortal. Freed 
from the connection with the body — ^a con- 
nection both a misfortune and an imprison- 
ment — the soul would pass an eternity of 
reasoning, without hearing, without sight, 
without pleasure, without pain ; an eternity 
of contemplation, an eternity of perpetual 
thinking. As for the body, it is essentially 
evil; so says heathen philosophy. And all 
the results of connection of soul with body, 
all pleasure, all pain, all sorrow, all joy, all 
affections, all emotions, are evil, and are mor- 
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tal. Nothing is immortal but thought. This 
thinking principle will exist forever, without 
limitation, without location. 

This was thy greatest treasure of wisdom, 
O Philosophy! This was thy greatest and 
noblest effort to wipe away the tears, and 
satisfy the wild cravings of men. The trans- 
migration theory, the annihilation theory, the 
various theories which paganism produced, 
were all inferior to this. Philosophy had 
reached the nearest to the truth. It had 
found an immortal principle, a deathless soul. 
But men looked not on its offered immor- 
tality, nor ceased their groans. It was too 
vague, too dreamy for their needs. Few, 
and those few philosophers, could find abid- 
ing joy in the anticipation of such immortal- 
ity. Few could bathe in this speculation and 
come out free from the dread of death, from 
apprehension of retribution, from the tortur- 
ing stings of conscience, and quaking fear in 
view of the unknown future. And before 
the groaning and travailing in pain could 
cease, these must be removed. Such was 
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the best result of mere human inquiry. That 
the supreme rational principle is imperish- 
able was the sum ; and this is all that man, 
unassisted by revelation, could learn. This 
is all that the wisest and best of the sor- 
rowing creation could do for its relief. 

Turn now to the faith of the Christian. 
It is like turning from an icy sea to the rich 
verdure of fields in June. So far as guilt is 
concerned, Christ has taken away guilt. The 
blood of Jesus cleanseth from all sin. And 
as for death and the grave, — O death, where 
is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy victory ? 
Christ has risen from the dead, and become 
the first-fruits of them that slept. The end- 
less life will consist of a union of soul and 
body such as here, but of a sinless soul 
and a glorified body, like Christ's soul and 
Christ's body. The life eternal will be as 
real as this, but free from corruption, from 
weakness, and from dishonor. The resur- 
rection body rescues immortality from its 
vagueness and indefiniteness, and presents 
the endless life as something to be antici- 
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pated, not with dread, nor with mere resig- 
nation, but with eager joy. This is the faith 
of the Christian. Place the two in compar- 
ison. The one is dreary, vague, indefinite, 
without any power to solace sorrowing and 
suffering men. The other is real; a perfect 
satisfaction of every longing, and a complete 
remedy for every pain. 

Think thus of the two in considering your 
own future. Suppose you can do it with- 
out interruption, free from all the cares and 
pleasures of the body, is there any satisfac- 
tion in anticipating an eternity of thinking? 
an endless life of even uninterrupted con- 
templation ? But when I am told that my 
body shall rise, and that my immortality 
shall be of body as well as of soul, then 
I can feel a thrill of joy at the anticipa- 
tion. A real life, such as this I am living 
now, only free from its imperfection — its 
sin, its decay, its frailties — and in a higher 
range of being ; a spiritual life, its body a 
glorified spiritual body, — such a life, prom- 
ised, assured, does truly rob death of its 
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sting, and the grave of its terror. Know- 
ing that, united with Christ, I shall rise, not 
merely with pure reason, but with a bodily 
structure whose organs shall ever minister 
to the undying spirit; rise with the whole 
aggregate of my faculties, and be ushered, 
not into a mysterious world which tran- 
scends space and time and all the other 
forms of our present consciousness alto- 
gether, and in which, therefore, it is almost 
impossible to feel any practical interest; 
but be introduced into a real state, where 
I shall be capable, not alone of abstract 
intellectual contemplation, but of the exer- 
cise of my affections, capable of a happi- 
ness, of a love and hope and gratitude far 
more real and far more exalted than any 
in this life ; knowing this, I can long for 
the adoption, I can groan within myself 
waiting for this redemption of the body, 
this revealed immortality. 

But think, secondly, what light the rev- 
elation of this momentous truth — the re- 
covery of a bodily organization for the 
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purposes of a future state — throws on the 
recognition of our departed friends. The rec- 
ognition of intellect by intellect, of thought 
by thought, of abstract contemplation by 
abstract contemplation, of pure reason by 
pure reason, may be possible. But, if such 
a recognition were my only hope, I could 
not check the tears and groans of sorrow 
as I laid in the earth the forms of my 
loved ones. If the meeting of disembodied 
minds were the only consolation, we might 
well wring our hands in despairing misery 
as we heard the cold earth fall heavily on 
the body ; we might well pass sleepless 
nights of hopeless agony, in thinking of 
the decay in those graves. But when we 
know that we shall meet, in a real exist- 
ence and in a glorified spiritual body, our 
friends who fell asleep in Jesus, and whose 
natural bodies long ago turned to corrup- 
tion ; that we have not touched for the last 
time their hands and lips, nor gazed f^r the 
last time on their countenances ; that we 
shall see again their loving eyes, and hear 
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again their loving words, and shall pass with 
them an eternity of lofty companionship and 
radiant affection, — then we can say, with sin- 
cerity, that we do not sorrow as others hav- 
ing no hope. The thought of such recog- 
nition we all can grasp, and with the hope 
of such recognition we all can be consoled. 
Those whom we have seen in bodies, and 
in bodies loved, we shall thus see again. 
With these words we can truly comfort one 
another. 

Consider, thirdly, the immortality of phi- 
losophy, and the immortality brought to light 
by Christ, as contrasted in their effect on 
this life. 

A few, schooled in philosophy, and ab- 
sorbed in philosophic thought, might pos- 
sibly feel some faint pleasure in anticipa- 
tion of the approaching dissolution ; and, as 
they despised this life, be ready for its 
close. But they are few indeed who could 
be thijp influenced by such an indefinite ab- 
struce idea of immortality. To the great 
majority, this present state, with all its sin 
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and pain and sorrow, with its defective ad- 
justments and heart-breakings and disap- 
pointments, would appear far preferable to 
anything that philosophy ever promised. 
Better live here forever, and suffer forever 
the ills and sorrows of this life, than to 
die with a mere philosopher's promise, — to 
sleep, perchance to dream. By the great 
majority, to live here alway would be con- 
sidered immeasurably preferable to an eter- 
nity of contemplation. They would cling to 
this life as long as possible, and see noth- 
ing beyond its termination but unmitigated 
calamity. 

But not so the Christian. The endless 
life held out before him being so real, so 
perfect, so glorious; to die being such gain, 
he places this state in its true position, — ^as 
a transient, defective state; a state of trial 
and discipline, from which blessed are they 
who are safely and happily free. His groans 
are not in dread of death, but groans of 
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemp- 
tion of the body, crying with a loud voice. 
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with those under the altar, O Lord, how 
long! 

Remember, finally, that it is the revealed 
truth of the resurrection of the body, of an 
everlasting life of a glorified bodily struct- 
ure, that gives any reality to the descrip- 
tions of our Eternal Home. Without this 
truth, they would all be the most figurative 
of all figures. In my Father's house are 
many mansions. Then shall the righteous 
shine as the brightness of the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father. God hath prepared 
a city. The faithful desire a better coun- 
try. A city which hath foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God; a better coun- * 
try; a heavenly Zion, to which the redeemed 
shall come with singing, and everlasting joy 
shall be upon their heads; the holy city, 
the new Jerusalem, — these, and a hundred 
other inspired terms of description equally 
vivid, would, without , this truth, be mean- 
ingless. They could not, they would not, 
have any hold on the hearts and consciences 
of men. Without this truth, we should not 
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be singing songs of pilgrims and strangers, 
and speaking of heaven as our home. 

It is enough now to know that for the 
vaster portion of the everlasting future a 
body shall minister to the spirit. The ser- 
vice which has been done to human knowl- 
edge by the revelation of this, can scarcely 
be described. It is like the air we breathe; 
so accustomed are we to it, that we do 
not know its priceless worth. But if you 
should analyze your faith carefully, you 
would find that without this, every real 
hope of a real heaven — all the joyous light 
that is now thrown back from the eternal 
hills, making us press onward with eager 
joy, and taking from the narrow sea of 
death all its terrors — would vanish [as an 
empty dream ; we should not be waiting 
for the adoption, but, with the whole crea- 
tion, groaning and travailing in fruitless 

pain. 

Thanks be to God, which giveth us the 

V ictory through Jesus Christ Our Lord ! : 
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XIX. 

THE LIFE EVERLASTING. 

IT IS WRITTEN, EYE HATH NOT SEEN, NOR EAR 
HEARD, NEITHER HATH IT ENTERED INTO THE HEART 
OF MAN, THE THINGS WHICH GOD HATH PREPARED FOR 
THEM THAT LOVE HIM. BUT GOD HATH REVEALED 
THEM UNTO US BY HIS SPIRIT; FOR THE SPIRIT 
SEARCHETH ALL THINGS, YEA, THE DEEP THINGS OF 

GOD. — I, Cor, ii. 9, lo. 

THESE words, taken in ^conjunction with 
the preceding and following verses, 
appear to mean simply this: The world's 
wisdom can never fashion a simile of heav- 
enly joy. Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither hath it entered into the heart 
of man, the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love Him. This world's 
wisdom has never compassed these things, 
even in thought Its most profound philoso- 
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phy has failed to sound the depths of 
heavenly joy. Its most fertile imagination 
would strive in vain to picture the glories 
of the future life of the blest. Hence the 
vanity of this world's wisdom. Whatever it 
may teach; it fails — where, least of all,- can 
struggling man spare knowledge — in helping 
him to a comprehension of the rewards 
to those who love God. This the Spirit 
of God within reveals. He searcheth all 
these deep things of God ; and, dwell- 
ing in the one who will receive him, 
teaches the glory of the eternal world. 
This is, in brief, the simple statement of 
the Apostle. It is a statement that opens 
a subject of direct and thrilling importance. 
Let us give it a few moments' serious 
thought. 

The stings of an accusing conscience, the 
revelation of the wrath of a just God, the 
lurid glare of the place of torment, whereof 
at times the sinner has a vision, are often 
quite sufficient to drive men, in reasonable 
terror, to the foot of the Cross, and effect- 
Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



The Life Everlasting. 293 

ually urge them to lay hold of Jesus, the 
Lamb slain for the sins of all. The sense 
of safety from the storm hanging over the 
entire race, the feeling that there is no 
longer any condemnation to them which are 
in Christ Jesus, and that the mountains of 
security have been reached, is, in itself, a 
source of satisfaction, which any one who 
has experienced the contrast between the 
state of conscious guilt without the effectual 
sacrifice of Christ, and the same state with 
His sufficient atonement, will bear witness, 
is great and precious. Safety from wrath, 
the removal of the just frowns of an of- 
fended God, is in itself not to be esteemed 
lightly; for it is the removal of a crushing 
weight of fear and dread. Doubtless, too, 
in the eternal world, such as are counted 
worthy to escape the everlasting destruc^ 
tion from the presence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of His power, will sing for 
this alone never-ceasing songs of praise. 
** Glory unto Him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in His own 
13* 
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blood," will doubtless be there, as it is 
here, a leading thought and song. In look- 
ing forward to the joys of heaven, we may 
anticipate this as one of its chiefest, that 
we are safe, — redeemed, ransomed, plucked 
from eternal ruin. When we shall have 
passed through the revelations of the Great 
Day, and shall have received a clear vision 
of the enormity of sin, such a vision as 
the sharpest conviction here but feebly 
prophesies ; when we shall have witnessed — 
what we can see now only in faint but un- 
mistakable glimpses — the great parting asun- 
der to the right and to the left; then we 
ftiay be sure that the blood of atonement, 
through which our guilt is removed and our 
sins are forgiven, will excite, as never before, 
our wonder and our praise. The light of 
that Day will correct forever all low valua- 
tions of safety. Indescribably blessed is it 
to be safe ; safe from the outer darkness 
foreshadowed by conscience, and the un- 
quenchable flames pictured in Holy Writ 
for our warning and guidance. 
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But it is not long, in a religious experi- 
ence, before there is developed a yearning 
for positive knowledge of the eternal blest 
condition. This yearning is not met by the 
simple promise of full safety. Questions be- 
yond that will arise ; questions whose solution 
seems essential. Is the future life real? Is 
it happy? Will all sacrifices there be com- 
pensated? Will future blundering sin and 
tangling mistake be possible? Can the next 
life be a failure? Will past errors there be 
retrieved ? All these questions, and many 
similar to these, press home at times with 
fearful weight; and unless they can be fully 
answered, they will peril the faith in many 
an hour of trial. 

And no mere demonstration, however per- 
fect, that the future life is real, that every 
faculty and capacity of the soul will have full 
and complete development, that every pure 
affection will have perfect satisfaction, that 
the whole life will tlien move in accordance 
with the Divine will, can fully satisfy this 
intensely eager questioning. Let all this be 
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demonstrated so that the intellect shall 
have become fairly convinced ; it is not 
enough. When, as it must be, the faith is 
tried, as in a fire, by doubts and unbelief, 
by self-dependence, by persecutions, afflic- 
tions, and sorrows, in the hour of bitter dis- 
appointment, of poverty or desolation, — ^then 
something more is needed than mere intel- 
lectual belief in the eternal joys reserved for 
those who love God. There must be some- 
thing like a sight, a consciousness, a fore- 
taste of these things; an internal revelation 
thereof. 

I do not think it is necessary to urge the 
truth of this statement upon you. It may 
well be left to the answer of your own expe- 
rience. Has not each one of you felt at 
times, when the faith is strained to the utter- 
most, a yearning for something like an ex- 
perimental knowledge of the • future life, a 
desire to know, as by sight, of its great 
compensations, its lofty companionships, its 
radiant affection, its perfect satisfaction ? 
You will be safe. True, the word of the 
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Almighty is pledged to that You will praise 
the Lord there. But how, you ask. With 
crushed hopes, with almost destroyed .person- 
ality? You will live in accordance with the 
Divine plan there, with no possibility of ever 
blundering, of ever crossing the Divine pur- 
pose. Again the same question is urgent, 
How? Shall I sink into Omnipotence, as 
the tear-drop sinks into the ocean, and is lost 
in its heaving bosom? You will be happy. 
Doubtless; so is the sleeping child! 

After all that can be said concerning the 
prize for which we are here contending, 
something more is craved than is given by 
any terms of description. When one stands 
at the grave of his dearest earthly hopes, 
and his trials are intensified by doubts whis- 
pered in his ear by the tempter, then is the 
call loud for such knowledge of these things 
as comes from sight. Oh, that we might see 
and know positively, that we might be caught 
up to the third heaven, and hear its myste- 
rious language, and see its hidden mansions ! 
Then might we bear, as never before, the 
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losses of this life. Then would tormenting 
doubt be forever expelled. Then would 
vagueness and uncertainty be impossible. 
Having seen the prize, we could strive with 
greater zeal. Having tasted the joy, we 
could press on to its full possession with 
more steadfast earnestness. Having wit- 
nessed its compensations, we could view with 
perfect resignation a baffled, disappointed 
life. And, above all, having seen the Lord in 
His glorified body, and heard His words of 
benediction, and felt the unspeakable delight 
of His presence, we could look forward, as 
never before, to the time when we should 
ever be with Him. 

There are circumstances in the life of every 
Christian man, amid which such a positive 
and experimental knowledge of the things 
God has prepared for them that love Him 
is most intensely desired. It seems to be 
all that will keep the courage from failing, 
the faith from dying. The Apostle has 
stated that the wisdom of this world has 
never been able to answer positively these 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



The Life Everlasting. 299 

questions. Men may reason on them all, but 
the result is never positive; it is conjectural, 
and tends to shatter the little hope we have. 
With the grave closing over a rapidly-decay- 
ing body, human reason will scarcely rise 
higher than the dreary path of the Pantheist* 
Seeing the body turn to dust, analogy would 
most naturally lead it to affirm that the 
spirit glides in like manner into some spirit- 
ual mass, and, as the body becomes earth, 
so does the spirit assimilate to the imperish- 
able essence from which it was first sent 
forth. This is, and probably ever will be, 
the best result of human reason. We can- 
not see how it can well go higher. The 
manifest facts are certainly favorable to this 
gloomy result; more favorable to this than 
any other. Eye hath seen, — a stiffened body 
crumbling into dust. Ear hath heard, — the 
last words and sounds of life. It hath en- 
tered into the heart of man, — nothing better, 
nothing more hopeful than an assimilation of 
spirit to spiritual essence, as of body to dust, 
an immortality as of light, a personal exis- 
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tence as of an atom of the imponderable 
ether. 

We have, therefore, little help from human 
wisdom. The eager desire to know posi- ' 
tively of the future life meets here with 
little encouragement. The Christian faith is 
not borne up ; the Christian hope is not 
here cherished. Human wisdom would not 
help for a moment the trial of either. It 
would, on the contrary, teach us to crush 
out all hope, all desire, all faith, and to stag- 
ger into this pantheistic gulf. " If you dread 
wrath," it might say, "it may, perhaps, be 
well to be on the safe side. But as for 
future blessedness and happiness, such as 
would come from life more real than this — 
a perfect life, without the woes and mis- 
takes, and imperfections and sin of this 

you have," says human wisdom, "no foun- 
dation for such a hope." 

But to turn away from this cold specula- 
tion : What is the answer of Scripture ? Is 
the craving here satisfied ? If terms of plain 
description, portraying in vivid colors the 
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reality of the future state of the blest, its 
perfection, its magnificence, — if these will sat- 
isfy, then does Scripture meet the want 
Not a question is raised by Christian faith 
but here meets, in terms, at least, a full and 
perfect answer. 

But something further is wanted ; which is 
an internal consciousness of the truth of 
these inspired and Divine teachings. We 
come directly to the same want, — knowledge 
as if by sight, a consciousness of the truth 
of these revealed promises, so strong as to 
become part of our very nature. We are 
told that we shall be happy. We desire to 
feel that we shall be happy. We are told 
that we shall be blessed with the presence 
of Our Lord. We desire to feel, even now, 
the blessedness of that presence. So with 
every promise given, every hope held; we 
desire to feel its truth as if it were ours 
already. 

Ah, my beloved, this is the work of the 
Holy Spirit. This positive knowledge, this 
foretaste of eternal joys, can be ours ; but 
14 
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only through the indwelling of the Holy 
Ghost You may read the Bible through 
and through; you may illuminate its prom- 
ises in vivid colors, and keep them ever be- 
fore your eyes ; many times in a day you 
may repeat the blessed words ; but, after 
all, the needed consciousness that it is true 
is the work of the Spirit abiding in you.* 
This is the doctrine of the text, and it is a 
doctrine to which would to God all bewil- 
dered men might give heed ! The indwell- 
ing Spirit of God teaches us the truth of 
His promises; attests them by His whisper- 
ings ; gives us a consciousness thereof such 
as will never — no, not in the hour of bitterest 
trial — desert us. 

Before we leave the consideration of this 
subject, one or two points of special applica- 
tion may well be touched. 

Hatred, variance, emulation, wrath, strife, 
envyings, and such like, when seen in those 
calling themselves Christians, are universally 
regarded as signs of the absence of the Holy 
Spirit from their hearts. May we not add 
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one more point of evidence of the same 
dreary lack? What do feeble faith and dy- 
ing hope indicate? Surely not the full and 
unhindered presence of the Spirit of God, 
but His absence; that, grieved by indiffer- 
ence or even by insult. He has withdrawn 
Himself, either wholly or in part. 

If, therefore, there are any of you on 

whose ears the recital of the things God 

hath prepared for them that love Him falls 

as the sound of falling leaves, awakening no 

respondent thrill, arousing no joy, I will not 

stop to dissect their troubles ; but point 

them at once to the Holy Spirit. If these 

things are not precious. He will make them 

so. If they are failing to do their legitimate 

work of cheering you in the trial of your 

faith, the remedy is here, with Him. Seek 

the Spirit of God. He will guide you into 

all truth. He will reveal to you the deep 

things of God. He will bring to you even 

now a realization of the promised joys. 

This leads me to appeal to the experi- 
ence of some with regard to this teaching of 
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the Spirit. It may have been after sancti- 
fied afflictions; it may have been at some 
communion season, when the Lord's body 
was truly discerned, and His flesh and blood 
truly received ; it may have been at the still 
and holy hour of private prayer; but have 
you not felt at times a deep and thrilling 
sense of the truth of all that God has prom- 
ised? a realization, as it were, of the things 
prepared ? It was the presence of the 
Spirit, and the Spirit's work. Ah, brethren, 
you know by actual test what a precious 
treasure you can have, if you will cherish 
the Spirit. At those times, nothing was 
needed further. Every yearning was satis- 
fied. Doubt was impossible. Unbelief was 
crushed. Tribulations cduld be borne, per- 
secutions welcomed, so vivid, so clear was 
the vision of the coming life, so real the 
foretaste thereof. To have such emotions 
abiding, seek for the abiding Spirit; ask of 
Him who will not give a stone for bread, 
that the Holy Ghost may dwell within you 
forever. 
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[To those who mourn in Mr. Fuller's departure the loss of a dear friend« the 
following lines may be 6f value. He had written thus far in preparation for a 
coming Sunday ; but while that preparation was but just begun, he entered into 
the Sabbath that remaineth for the people of God.] 

And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you 
as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the 
Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of Him: For whom the 
Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He 
receiveth. — Heb, xii. 5. 6. 

The man who is living in conscious communion 
with God, requires no argument to convince him that 
he is the object of Providential love and discipline. 
The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him, 
and He will show them His covenant ; and the secret 
of Providential care, and the covenant of electing love, 
is revealed to every man who is walking with God, 
as truly as to Abraham and Moses and Daniel. 

Such a man will always recognize the meaning of 
adversity. He will see that it is the chastening 
whereof all are partakers, and that every buffeting 
is for our profit, that we might be partakers of the 
Lord's holiness. He sees that the cup of sorrow 
is filled with sacramental peace, and finds that while 
the bitterness is for a season, the peace ever abideth 
and enlargeth without limit. It is not necessary to 
press upon such a man the arguments in favor of 
special Providence. He has the power 

"To feel, although no tongue may prove, 
That every cloud, that spreads above 
And veileth love, itself is love." 
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